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At Dragon School, one of the UK’s 
leading preparatory schools, our 
mission is to nurture confident, 
creative learners; free thinkers 
who make the most of every 
opportunity and grow through 
discovery. Founded on the principle 
of teaching children how to learn, 
not what to learn, the Dragon 
remains true to its core values: 
Kindness, Courage, and Respect. 
We’re excited to be taking our 
mission beyond the leafy streets of 
North Oxford. 

Our School community already 
spans continents and connects 
Old Dragons across the globe. 
As the world becomes more 
interconnected, we are expanding 
our reach and our community 
by offering more young people 

the transformative experience 
of a Dragon Education. Our 
international network of schools 
will be united by a shared ethos 
of free thinking and global 
citizenship. Pupils and teachers 
will be able to engage with their 
peers worldwide, benefiting from 
a global perspective rooted in our 
enduring values.

With a strong balance sheet, 
global brand recognition, and 
a unique offering within the 
prep sector, the Dragon is well 
positioned for future expansion. 
Backed by strong governance, 
exceptional leadership, and a 
dedicated staff body, we are 
ambitious and excited by the 
opportunities that international 
growth will unlock.

A Future Led  
by Dragons



An Introduction
Founded in 1877, the Dragon is the 
largest preparatory school in the 
UK, and the only co-educational 
boarding prep school in Oxford. 
We provide exceptional all-round 
education for approximately 
800 pupils aged 4-13 years and 
consistently produce outstanding 
academic results. Our pupils won 83 
scholarships and awards in 2024, 
with pupils progressing to a wide 
range of leading senior schools 
including Eton, Harrow, Winchester, 
Radley, Wycombe Abbey, 
Headington Rye, Cheltenham Ladies’ 
College, St Edward’s, Magdalen 
College School and Rugby. 

Among our community are many 
notable Old Dragons who have 
continued to reach for the sun long 
after their days on Bardwell Road 
to become successful in a wide 
range of fields. From scientists 
and explorers to poets and 
authors, educators and lawyers to 
performers, athletes, philanthropists 
and entrepreneurs, the list of brilliant 
minds and diverse careers goes on. 
Our alumni are testimony to the 
character and ambition encouraged 
at the School, demonstrating the 
breadth of opportunity a Dragon 
Education provides.

Naomi Mitchinson OBE (OD 1911) 
Novelist and Poet

Lady Antonia Fraser (OD 1944) 
Author and Historian

Dame Cressida Dick DBE QPM (OD 1974)  
Former Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police

Maia Bouchier (OD 2012) 
Athlete

Sir Lennox Berkeley (OD 1912) 
Composer

Leonard Cheshire VC, OM, DSO & Two Bars, DFC (OD 1931) 
RAF Pilot, Philanthropist and Life Peer

Tim Henman OBE (OD 1987) 
Athlete

Sebastian Croft (OD 2015) 
Actor  





Located in one of Oxford’s most 
valuable residential areas, close 
to the University and its colleges, 
Dragon School benefits from a 
strategic and prestigious setting. 

From academic buildings and 
staff accommodation to boarding 
houses and leisure facilities, our 
diverse property portfolio provides 
both resilience and agility. It 
supports long-term sustainability 
and growth, underpinning our 
educational provision and long-
term strategic vision. This includes 
the Dragon Prep and Pre-Prep 
sites, which provide dedicated 
spaces for different stages of 
learning, alongside a range of 
residential properties used for 
staff accommodation. The School 
also owns both smaller residential 

boarding houses and larger on-
campus facilities, offering flexibility 
in how space is used and adapted 
over time. This breadth of assets 
not only supports day-to-day 
operations but also forms a strong 
foundation for future development 
and innovation.

The spirit of the Dragon is woven 
into its landscape, which preserves 
the stories and milestones of 
generations past. Enduring 
landmarks such as the Museum, 
playing fields and Memorial Cross 
sit alongside newer additions such 
as Skipper’s, our state-of-the-art 
Music and Performing Arts Centre, 
reflecting the School’s pride in 
preserving its past as it continues 
to evolve.

Central Oxford 
Campus
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As the largest boarding prep 
school in the UK, the Dragon 
offers a unique and flexible 
boarding experience across eight 
houses, each accommodating 
between 20 and 60 pupils in a 
warm, inclusive environment that 
feels like home from home. Our 
international boarders represent 
25 countries, making up around 
25% of the boarding population, 
and the School celebrates this 
diversity while maintaining a 

strong community ethos. Families 
benefit from flexible boarding 
options ranging from one to seven 
nights per week, supported by 
the School’s property portfolio 
which enables adaptability and 
resilience to changing demand. 
With growing interest in weekly 
boarding, the Dragon is well 
positioned to expand this offering 
to meet the needs of modern 
families.

Flexible and Resilient 
Boarding Provision 





‘The Dragon has a real knack at 
building the confidence its pupils 
need to thrive at senior school, and 
they’re often having so much fun 
they’re unaware of how much work 
they’re actually doing. This is a fun, 
carefree, happy place and, as if by 
magic, produces the most fantastic 
results too.’  

Talk Education – January 22 Review

The Dragon is not academically 
selective, yet it consistently 

achieves academic excellence by 
fostering intellectual curiosity and 
inspiring free thinking. 

In 2024, Dragon pupils achieved 
outstanding Common Entrance 
results, with 43% securing A*/A 
grades and 75% achieving A*/A/B. 
That same year, 83 scholarships 
and awards were gained to senior 
schools, reflecting the strength 
of the Dragon’s academic ethos 
and its commitment to nurturing 
potential in every child.

A Rigorous 
Education

School Leavers  
2021 – 2025

Scholarships  
and Awards

Breakdown 

Abingdon School 42 5 1 x Academic 
4 x Other

Bloxham School 19 3 3 x Other

Cheltenham Ladies’ College 26 21 13 x Academic 
8 x Other

Eton College 52 6 4 x Academic 
2 x Other

Harrow School 22 10 4 x Academic 
6 x Other

Headington School 40 24 7 x Academic 
17 x Other

Magdalen College School 28 15 9 x Academic 
6 x Other

Marlborough College

Radley College

Wellington College

30

44

22

6

6

5

2 x Academic 
4 x Other

1 x Academic 
5 x Other

4 x Academic 
1 x Other

Oundle School

Rugby School

Winchester College

19

20

19

7

4

4

3 x Academic 
4 x Other

2 x Academic 
2 x Other

3 x Academic 
1 x Other

Oxford High School

Stowe School

St Edward’s School

Wycombe Abbey School

14

17

131

9

20

2

60

6

13 x Academic 
7 x Other

2 x Other

23 x Academic 
37 x Other

3 x Academic 
3 x Other



Drama, performance and 
sport have always been deeply 
embedded in the School’s culture 
and ethos.

Every child participates in team 
sports, encouraging collaboration 
and developing resilience. We 
have a rich history of theatrical 
excellence, from annual Gilbert 
and Sullivan productions through 

to today’s modern full-scale 
performances. Music continues  
to flourish across the School,  
with around 800 individual  
lessons delivered each week.  
These opportunities are not 
reserved for a few. They are part  
of every Dragon’s journey, and  
a key pillar of our partnerships  
with local schools.

Co-Curricular 
Activities



Launched in September 2020, 
Dragon Quest is a pioneering 
enrichment programme that sets 
the Dragon apart as a leader in 
progressive education. As one 
of the first schools to replace 
traditional Saturday academic 
lessons with a bespoke programme 
of experiential learning, the 
Dragon redefined ‘Saturday 
school’. The programme is built 
around five dynamic strands: 
Quiet and Question, Understand 
and Create, Exploration and 
Adventure, Skills and Society,  
and Train and Play.

Designed to enhance academic 
rigour, it offers the children the 
chance to explore new skills, 
passions and challenges beyond 
the confines of the classroom. 
Today, over 85% of pupils actively 
choose to participate, a statistic 
that reflects its relevance, impact 
and enduring appeal.  
The programme is testament 
to the Dragon’s commitment to 
holistic education, empowering 
children to explore their passions 
and develop their skills, and 
discover talents needed to thrive in 
an ever-changing world. 

Enrichment 
Programme 
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Social Impact 
When Skipper Lynam moved the 
School to Bardwell Road in 1895, 
he raised £4,000 from parents 
to lay the foundations for the 
remarkable institution we know 
today. Philanthropy is deeply 
embedded in the Dragon’s culture, 
with the School supporting around 
60 charities annually through 
pupil-led initiatives and community 
partnerships. The Dragon 
Christmas Charity Sale alone raises 
over £100,000 each year, while 
our pupils raise around £15,000 
annually for three School Charities 
of the Year. We work closely with 
local primary schools to raise 
attainment and collaborate with 

organisations such as Oxford Food 
Hub to make a tangible difference 
in the community. 

The Dragon’s Transformational 
Bursary Programme ensures a 
Dragon Education remains open 
to all who can benefit from it, 
and it is our firm belief that our 
bursary holders bring as much to 
the School as they gain. It is the 
cornerstone of our commitment 
to widening access, with around 
25 pupils each year receiving a fee 
remission of up to 110%, ensuring 
that a Dragon Education is within 
reach for talented children from all 
backgrounds.
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Supportive 
Parents
The words most selected by parents to describe the Dragon School

81% parental response (benchmark 62%)

“Making lessons exciting – the ‘thinking outside the box’ approach 
and encouraging children to have inquisitive minds make the 
School inspiring.” Dragon Parent

“Offering such a wide variety of extra-curricular activities and 
giving the children a sense of independence.” Dragon Parent

Rounded
Encouraging

Welcoming

Inspiring

Nurturing

Sporty

Dynamic
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Unpretentious

Dedicated
InclusiveForward-thinking

Complacent

Disorganised

Elitist

Defensive

Outdated

Stressful

Unapproachable

Unresponsive

Uninspiring 60%

50%

40%
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The Dragon stands at the forefront of 
education, building on nearly 150 years  
of history and an ethos that remains  
true to its founding principles. This is  
an opportunity to partner not only with  
a high-performing institution, but in  
a global legacy, one that continues to  
shape lives around the world. 

Today, Dragons live and lead across 
continents, driving change in every field 
imaginable. With the right partnership, 
we can extend this transformative 
impact even further. We can reach new 
generations, in new places, with the same 
spirit of excellence and purpose.

Partnership
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