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My role as Head is to build on the legacy of those who 
came before me, none more so than Skipper Lynam, 
whose words ring in my ears: ‘we have failed unless we 
have helped the [child] to develop their mind and their 
capacities in their own way, unless we have given each 
[child] scope for all of the imagination and originality that 
is in [them].’ The positive outcomes for each Dragon are 
central to every decision we make. This is a phenomenal 
School and our aspiration is to be regarded as a leader in 
every aspect of prep education.

The aim of the Dragon is: 

In this issue of The OD, we travel back in time to 1995, 
the year that Richards Lane welcomed the youngest of 
Dragons, and reminisce over a brilliant year of events. We 
read of the journey from corporate cuppas to fine wines, 
and are treated to a very special Author’s Corner where 
Pico Iyer (OD 1970) puts his 007 questions to his peer, 
Nicholas Shakespeare (OD 1970). From the vineyards of 
Oxfordshire to the landscapes of Patagonia, a selection 
of articles from the Dragon community shines a light on 
the diverse adventures and entrepreneurial escapades of 
our brilliant Old Dragons. A fantastic array of letters and 
stories shared recently with the School, from welcoming 
Einstein to tea to postcards from the past, are featured in 
Dear Dragon, and we put the spotlight on leadership as 
we introduce Katy Dallimore, Senior Deputy Head, and 
Lee Irvine, Assistant Head Co-Curricular.  

As we wave goodbye to a memorable 2022, we warmly 
welcome all that 2023 has to offer, including that of our 
new state-of-the-art Music and Performing Arts centre, 
of which the build has officially 
begun (pg 24). Those 
future plans and 
ambitious targets 
start here. 

Emma Goldsmith
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Introduction
By Emma Goldsmith

I cannot quite believe that my first year at 
the Dragon has come and gone. Whilst 
young Dragons were busy breaking records 
with an impressive 60 scholarships and 
awards, shining on stage, excelling on the 
sports fields, and making a positive impact 
as they navigate the world around them, 
I have been busy listening. I have met with 
parents and ODs, spoken with colleagues, 
and given the children opportunities to 
share their own thoughts and ideas. As 
a result, I have been working with our 
governing body to create an inspiring 
future for our Dragon community, ready to 
embark on the next exciting phase of the 
Dragon’s evolution.

To inspire, encourage and 
develop free-thinking, 
confident young people 
who reach for the sun.
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In Patagonia

A Dragon Adventure
Anna Boden (OD 2008) navigates the Patagonian terrain to win the 2022 Gaucho Derby

It was an 
experience like 
no other.

In March of 2022, I went to Argentina to compete in the 
Gaucho Derby. It is a 500 km endurance horse race over 10 
days in Patagonia. My training was a combination of riding 
all day and running a lot. I was pretty well-prepared on a 
fitness level as I had a month off before I flew to Buenos Aires 
and then El Calafate. I arrived in Argentina to meet my fellow 
competitors and was completely overwhelmed. They all 
seemed to have much better kit, all knew how to use a GPS 
and knew what speed the most efficient endurance trot is 
(12.5 kmph, since you ask). 
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We all were driven 10 hours north to the start camp in the middle of nowhere for a four-day training camp. There we were 
given our maps and a GPS and shown the rough route we were going to take. I spent hours doing route planning, which, 
in hindsight, was a waste of time as the maps were 40 years old and the contour lines were often completely incorrect. As 
important, the maps did not show the Argentine bogs. 

The race worked as follows: there were 17 vet checks I had to get to; once at a vet check, my horse had to have a heart rate 
of 56 bpm or less (which means they just stopped blowing), have a good sounding gut (not gurgly) and be sound; and 
once the horse had passed the vet check, I was free to leave. At six of the vet checks, instead of re-saddling the same horse, 
I had a horse change. I would pick a number out of a hat that corresponded to a tiny cattle tag on a horse’s headcollar. 
The horses were all in a pen (or a coral) together and hated being caught so I was constantly worried about being double-
barrelled. We were not allowed any help from the Gauchos as this was considered cheating. The race had very strict timing 
rules too. On my backpack I had a tracker that was being continuously monitored. I could start riding at 8.00 am and had 
to finish at 6.00 pm. If I moved outside those times, I would be given a major time penalty. I camped wherever I was at 6.00 
pm but often that required a bit of pre-planning as I had to make sure my horse had food and water. 

I had a huge fear of losing a horse overnight (this did happen to some 
competitors and it took up to three hours to find them, and in one case, not at 
all – it turned up two weeks after the race looking very happy). In Argentina, they 
hobble the horses (tie their front legs together). Initially I thought this was a bit 
mean but they are experts at hopping in hobbles and it’s nicer than tethering; 
they can move about to graze but just don’t go too far. The terrain is absolutely 
bananas. From shale to thick wood, to grasslands, to steep, steep hills, to rocky 
riverbeds, they all have the common denominator of bogs. 

I fell only once during the race and this was, guess what, in a bog. I was cantering 
across an open meadow and suddenly my horse was up to its tummy so I shot 
out the front door. You cannot see them until you are in them and not even the 
horses know how to look out for them. I walked probably 20 km a day and did not 
have much time to eat within riding times so I was constantly grumpy. Dealing 
with that as well as the navigation was the hardest part, but luckily I was receiving 
supportive messages from my family. 

I won the race with a girl called Holly and this was down to one navigational 
decision made on the last morning. We camped on a river under a huge hill that 
was in a big ‘C’ shape. The next checkpoint we had to reach was on the same 
river but at the top of the ‘C’. Holly and I decided to contour (not go up or down) 
and ride along the river adding about 5 km to the route. However, the other 
competitors decided to cut the corner and go straight up and over but were 
faced with enormous ravines lined with rocks and shale. This gave us a three-hour 
lead and allowed us to win. 

Completing the Gaucho Derby has been by far my biggest achievement. The 
physical and mental challenge meant that every single competitor was pushed to 
the limit. Winning the Gaucho Derby was an added bonus. It was an experience 
like no other.

Anna Boden (OD 2008)

The physical and mental 
challenge meant that every 

single competitor was 
pushed to the limit.

The terrain 
is absolutely 
bananas.
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As we celebrate the 79th Dragon Sale we are reminded of our School’s long history of 
philanthropy, but our role in helping shape global citizens who understand the local and 
global challenges of today, and are inspired to undertake positive action to address and 
alleviate these challenges, seems more important than ever.

We recognise that social impact can take many forms, from fundraising and community service, through to questioning the 
root causes of injustices and seeking creative solutions, and the broad range of activities and partnerships we undertake 
every year are instrumental in expanding and deepening our pupils’ understanding of this.

The Social Impact programme of this past year has been as full and inspiring as ever. 

Children in each year group across the School have fundraised for dozens of organisations of their choice, from local charities 
such as ARCh, Restore, Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment and OxPat, through to national and international charities such as 
RNLI, The Sea Life Trust and Save the Children. 

Our non-uniform day for the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Ukraine Appeal raised over £4,000, helping to provide 
essential hygiene supplies, blankets, and emergency food parcels, and across the year Dragon pupils put together over 300 
shoeboxes of food, warm clothing, hygiene items, treats and toys for children, which were transported directly to Lviv by a 
local parent-run Ukraine relief effort.

Closer to home, we continue to work closely with the Oxford City Community Food Network (OCCFN), with our kitchens 
providing 250 nutritious meals every week to Oxford households. Our two-day Christmas activity camp in December 2021 
saw Dragon children of all ages wrap, pack and deliver over 400 donation boxes of hand-selected Christmas presents for 
vulnerable people across Oxford, raising nearly £6,000 for the OCCFN and selected Dragon Sale charities.

Impactful Partnerships

Our partnerships with primary schools continue to grow. We hosted over 80 pupils 
from across the city to our annual music workshop with Oxford Philharmonic, held 
our first-ever Gamelan Day with children from Pegasus Primary, and welcomed a 
number of pupil premium children from Wheatley Primary School to take part in our 
weekly QUEST programme. We are looking forward to extending this with Wheatley 
and other schools this coming year.

In addition, we welcomed inspiring guest speakers, including the Director of the Skoll 
Centre for Social Entrepreneurship, who ran a ‘Storytelling for Impact’ workshop 
for our Post Exam Group scholars teaching them how to inspire people to a cause 
through powerful communication and storytelling.

Looking ahead to 2023, our programme is more ambitious that ever. We will continue to build 
our pupil and colleague engagement with important causes, focusing on the quality of our 
partnerships, rather than the quantity. Last term, we introduced a new initiative, the Dragon 
Charities of the Year, which saw the children vote for three main charities (one local, one national 
/ international, and one environmental) that we will support through all of our endeavours across 
the academic year, in addition to the number of organisations we raise money for through the 
Dragon Sale. We are also excited to be expanding our partnerships with select local primaries, 
designing a range of programmes together for mutual benefit, and offering more pupils 
opportunities to work together and learn from each other.

We live in extraordinary times and are so grateful to you, our community, for your continued 
support and generosity in this ever-evolving landscape.

This workshop 
was one of the 
inspirations behind 
our festive film,  
A Dragon Tale.

Our non-uniform 
day for the Disasters 

Emergency 
Committee (DEC) 

Ukraine Appeal 
raised over £4,000.
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A Block Ambassadors 
planted 100 trees for 

Earth Trust

Pupils made over 
300 shoeboxes for 
children in Ukraine

Dragon Teacher, Mr Ammora, 
and his partner Jo drove aid, 
essentials and shoeboxes to 

the Polish border 



In 2015, The OD featured some delicious stripey tubs of ice 
cream joy, the successful brain (freeze!) child of the Mezger 
family. In 2002, Theo Mezger sat in his empty Hampshire 
barn dreaming of making his own ice cream. Fast-forward 
to today and his two sons, Chow (OD 1995) and Alex 
(OD 1991) are the joint managing directors of Britain’s first 
carbon-negative ice cream, Jude’s. In recognition of their 
sustainability work, in 2021 the company won The Lloyd’s 
Bank British Business Excellence Award.    

People and Planet Before Profit

The Inside Scoop
Chow explains:
The first thing to say is that we are not perfect, but we have taken some important 
steps and plan to get better and better. As Jude’s has continued to grow, so have 
our ambitions for what we want to do and how we want to be remembered. We 
now have our sights on pioneering the change that is truly required for the food 
industry to become sustainable, all whilst creating unbelievably delicious ice cream!

We are in the fortunate position where our business is large enough that the 
multinational companies pay attention to what we are doing, but small enough 
that we can take bold decisions driven by what we believe in. Our two bold 
decisions in Spring 2020 (when logic suggested we baton down the hatches) were 
to invest in becoming a B Corp and to make Jude’s carbon negative. B Corp is a 
global movement that is reinventing business as a force for good, putting people 
and the planet before profit, which provides a great framework and lens through 
which to do business.

Becoming carbon negative has been an all-encompassing process that involves 
working with Professor Mike Berners-Lee to map out and understand the carbon 
footprint of our entire supply chain (Scopes 1, 2 and 3 upstream). This provides data 
to inform our investments to reduce our carbon intensity (carbon produced per litre 
of ice cream), offset our emissions by 110% and support biodiversity in our local area 
through rewilding projects.

Of course, the most important thing is to reduce emissions, which is the best way 
to limit global warming and support biodiversity. So far, we have achieved a 20% 
reduction in our carbon intensity through a combination of installing solar panels 
on our factory buildings to generate cleaner energy, increased recycling of energy 
through our heating and cooling processes, investing in more efficient equipment, 
sourcing as locally as possible and increasing the number of plant-based ice 
creams that we offer.

Plant-based ice cream is an important area for Jude’s and a gamechanger for the 
industry. It has approximately 40% lower carbon footprint than dairy ice cream 

and has a much lower land usage (85% 
of total land that produces UK food is 
used to graze livestock or produce crops 
to feed to animals!) We have allocated 
huge amounts of time and resources in 
developing our recipes so that most people 
would not be able to tell the difference 
between plant-based and dairy ice cream. 
Superb taste is still our primary focus!

The good news is that the food industry, 
which is responsible for 10% of global 
emissions, is changing. On a weekly basis 
we are hearing more positive noises from 
supermarkets globally that are feeding 
through into their operational decisions. 
For example, some of their initiatives 
include: “300% increase in plant-based by 
2025”, “plant-based as standard by 2030” 
and “CEO remuneration linked to carbon-
reduction targets”.

We all have a long way to go … but change 
is happening.

300% 
increase in 
plant-based 
by 2025.

(above) 1995 1st XV  
Chow Mezger

(below) 
Alex Mezger 1991
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Vivian Ridler

DIARY OF A M
ASTER PRINTER

A Year in the Life of the

Printer to the University, Oxford

‘will become a classic of printers’ lore’ 

John Randle            

Edited and introduced by Colin Ridler

Publication April 2022

THE PERPETUA PRESS • OXFORD

Richard Ovenden OBE & 
Catherine McIlwaine

The Great Tales 
Never End: Essays 
in Memory of 
Christopher 
Tolkien (OD 1937)
ISBN: 978-1-8512456-5-9 
Published: 24 June 2022

Over more than four decades J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
son and literary executor, Christopher Tolkien, 
published some 24 volumes of his father’s work, 
much more than his father had succeeded in 
publishing during his own lifetime. Standing on 
the mountain of his son’s colossal publishing 
effort and extraordinary scholarship, readers 
today are therefore able to survey and 
understand the vastness of the landscape of 
Tolkien’s legendarium.

Richard Ovenden OBE is Bodley’s librarian. 
Catherine McIlwaine is the Tolkien archivist at the 
Bodleian Library, University of Oxford.

Margaret Bullard (Former 
Parent)

Endangered 
Species: 
Diplomacy from 
the Passenger Seat
Dedicated to Sir Julian 
Bullard (OD 1941)
ISBN: 978-0-9931898-6-9 
Published: 9 August 2021

World events are covered from 1954–1990: 
Suez, when diplomats had tear grenades at 
the ready, the expulsion of 105 Russian spies 
in 1971, the countering of continual Russian 
aggression at Check Point Charlie, and the 
unexpected invasion of the Falkland Islands in 
1982. In a lighter vein, a week’s visit from Charles 
and Diana is described when it became clear 
that their marriage would not survive and their 
mutual unhappiness would soon be shared with 
the world.

The first of Julian’s relations to go to the Dragon 
was his uncle, Lionel Smith (son of A. L. Smith, 
Master of Balliol College), whose charming 
portrait, wearing knee–concealing shorts and 
holding his cricket bat at the ready, continues to 
hang in the Dragon’s Drawing Room.

Edward Coales (OD 1952)

The Bridge 
Remembered
ISBN: 978-1-7980394-6-5 
Published: 2 April 2019

Many who stayed and worked 
at the Bridge became friends 
for life. Edward Coales was 
once a student “handyman” 

at the hotel, and in this book he recounts the story of 
much-loved Rodney and Rosemary, the lives, loves 
and scandals of some of their guests, and the fond 
memories of the students who had the time of their 
lives at the Bridge Hotel.

Henry Disney (OD 1953)

Reflections Before and 
During Covid-19
ISBN: 978-1-3984505-2-3 
Published: 31 August 2022

The impact of the Covid 
pandemic has impacted on 
all our lives. The new poems 
in this volume constitute 

a challenging set of reflections and provide an 
interesting contrast with some of the poems the 
author published before Covid. Henry Disney is a 
scientist of distinction. His ten previously published 
collections of poems have attracted a wide 
readership. 

Michael Beloff (OD 1954) 

MJBQC – A Life Within 
and Without the Law
ISBN: 978-1-8494666-6-0 
Published: 21 April 2022

Michael Beloff KC is one of the 
outstanding lawyers of his 
generation. In this entertaining, 
witty and intimate book, he 

brings the reader on a journey through a career of 
highlights. These include his election, during half a 
century of practice at the Bar, as head of two Bar 
Associations (administrative law and sports law) 
his presidency of Trinity College, Oxford, and his 
treasurership of Gray’s Inn. His judicial roles included 
the post of Senior Ordinary Appeal Judge at the 
Courts of Appeal of Jersey and Guernsey. A member 
for 25 years of the global Court of Arbitration for 
Sport, he arbitrated at five summer Olympics and 
chaired the ethics and disciplinary bodies of two 
major international sports – cricket and athletics. 
Such a stellar career can’t help but result in a 
fascinating memoir.

Alan Macfarlane (OD 1955)

From Antiquity to 
Ethnography: Keith Thomas, 
Brian Harrison and Peter Burke 
(Creative Lives and Works)
ISBN: 978-1-0321589-5-2 
Published: 9 November 2021

This is the first time a collection of these 
interviews has been published as a book. 

They have been conducted by one of England’s leading social 
anthropologists and historians, Professor Alan Macfarlane.

Filmed over a period of several years, the three conversations 
in this volume are part of the series ‘Creative Lives and Works’. 
These transcriptions form a part a larger set of interviews that 
cut across various disciplines, from the social sciences and the 
sciences to the performing and visual arts. The current volume is 
on three of Britain’s foremost social and cultural historians.

The book will be of enormous value not just to those interested 
in the subjects of History, Culture Studies and Ethnography but 
also to those with an avid interest in Comparative Studies and 
Literature.

Vivian Ridler
DIARY OF A MASTER PRINTER

A Year in the Life of the
Printer to the University, Oxford

‘will become a classic of printers’ lore’ 
John Randle            

Edited and introduced by Colin Ridler
Publication April 2022

THE PERPETUA PRESS • OXFORD

Colin Ridler (OD 1965)

Vivian Ridler: Diary of a Master 
Printer
ISBN: 978-1-8708822-3-1 
Published: 11 April 2022

In 1970 one of Oxford’s great institutions, 
Oxford University Press, was in crisis – beset 
by financial woes, management infighting, 
industrial strife and a technological 

revolution. This previously unpublished, vivid diary gives a 
no-holds-barred insider’s account of a critical year. Vivian 
Ridler, as printer to the University, was at the heart of a major 
part of the business – the Printing House. He writes candidly 
of the challenges he faces from powerful unions and ever 
more demanding publishing colleagues. His acute and often 
humorous observations bring the story alive. And as a man of 
wide interests and tastes he meets leading figures: Philip Larkin, 
Helen Gardner and Michael Holroyd from the world of literature; 
great typographers like Brooke Crutchley, Will Carter and Berthold 
Wolpe; historians like Alan Bullock and Robert Blake; heads of 
Oxford colleges and the Bodleian; politicians and captains of 
industry. As a board director he gives frank advice to the Oxford 
Playhouse and Oxford Polytechnic. He makes elaborate 8mm 
films, watches a Peter Brooke production at Stratford where the 
director “wrestles with one Bill Shakespeare”, and celebrates the 
first night of Elizabeth Maconchy’s opera ‘The Jesse Tree’, with a 
libretto by his wife Anne. 

With an extensive introduction and footnotes provided by the 
editor, the diary will be of interest to anyone who loves Oxford 
and its rich past, or seeks to learn about or be reminded of a 
bygone and pivotal era.

Bookshelf
The Dragon is keen to keep abreast of 
published OD writing, books of OD interest 
and about ODs. Here are publishers’ 
descriptions of books received by the 
Development Office since the previous 
issues of The OD.



Simon Cocksedge (OD 1970), Samuel Double & Nicholas Alan 
Worssam

Seeing Differently 
ISBN: 978-1-7862230-0-5 
Published: 30 January 2021

This timely book brings together the stories of St Francis 
– his preaching to birds, rejection of wealth, caring for 
lepers, befriending animals and living simply, his poetry 
and hymnody in praise of creation that is still sung today 
– and the influential writings and examples of inspiring 

Franciscans who have followed him such as Clare, Bonaventure, Duns Scotus 
and Angela of Foligno, and draws them into conversation with contemporary 
concerns for our planet.

It gathers 800 years of accumulated wisdom and practical examples of how 
Franciscans have found ways to live at home and at peace with creation. It 
explores that long tradition and experience to ask what lessons can be drawn 
for today to challenge and enable readers to revisit their own relationship with 
creation.

Sven Hughes (OD 1987)

The Seal of Confession
ISBN: 979-8-5172672-5-2 
Published: 30 August 2021

The Seal of Confession is the latest breath-taking espionage 
thriller from the author of Selling St. Christopher. 

Clemmie, a life-worn shadow operator for the British Secret 
Service, is accompanied by her team of young misfits, as 
they investigate the murder of a Russian Orthodox priest in 
London. However, their mission is anything but routine, and 

they are soon contending with a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside an enigma. 

Combining insider knowledge, with a flair for dynamic storytelling. The Seal of 
Confession is a startling insight into the sinister world of psychological operations, 
and the grey zone war that is currently being fought along Russia’s southwestern 
border. It has been described as “a masterpiece” and “absolutely brilliant” by 
journalists and readers alike. 

But be prepared, you will never trust the news again.

Ella Mills (OD 2004)

How To Go Plant-Based: A Definitive Guide 
For You and Your Family
ISBN: 978-1-3997077-6-3 
Published: 18 August 2022

Despite the increasing number of people moving towards 
a plant-based diet, there are no clear, evidence-based 
mainstream books to help anyone looking to adopt this 
way of eating – either for themselves, or for their family. It 

can be overwhelming to switch to a plant-based diet, and you may have no idea 
where to start. Thankfully Ella Mills and her team at deliciously ella have done all 
the research for you. This book demystifies going plant-based, making it as easy, 
clear and delicious as possible, and features 100 new recipes to get you started 
on your plant-based journey.

A
uthor’s C

orner

Shakespeare, Not Stirred
Nicholas Shakespeare (OD 1970), author and 
biographer, answers the questions of his contemporary, 
Pico Iyer (OD 1970), essayist and novelist.

As the author of eight 

novels, including The Vision of Elena 

Silves (winner of the Somerset Maugham Award 

and Betty Trask Award); The High Flyer, and The Dancer 

Upstairs, which was chosen as the Best Novel of 1997 by the 

American Libraries Association, and in 2001 made into a film by 

John Malkovich, Nicholas Shakespeare (OD 1970) has been described 

by The Wall Street Journal as “one of the best English novelists of our 

time.” His newest novel The Sandpit was published in July 2020. 

Nicholas’ non-fiction includes the critically 

acclaimed authorised biography of Bruce 

Chatwin, In Tasmania; winner of the 2007 

Tasmania Book Prize; Priscilla: The 

Hidden Life of an Englishwoman in 

Wartime France; and Six Minutes in 

May: How Churchill Unexpectedly 

Became Prime Minister. He 

has most recently been 

commissioned to write 

Ian Fleming’s authorised 

biography.
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made documentary films for the BBC about figures in Fleming’s circle (Evelyn Waugh, Martha 
Gellhorn, Rupert Hart-Davis), and interviewed writers who had known him (Graham Greene, 
Norman Lewis, Peter Quennell, Paddy Leigh-Fermor, Stephen Spender).

PI: I always feel the bracing spirits of Maugham and, especially, Graham Greene and John le Carré 
hovering a little behind your writing, much as they do with my own. Did you read Fleming as a boy, 
and do you think he influenced you in any way?

NS: Inevitably, growing up in the Far East – Cambodia and Singapore – I inhaled the atmosphere 
of imperial decay that Maugham bottles better than anyone else. I remember his death being 
announced at the Tanglin Club pool in Singapore, and later I edited an Everyman edition of 
his stories. You’re absolutely right to detect the influence of Graham Greene, the subject of your 
wonderful homage, The Man Within My Head, and just about my favourite book on him. I was living 
in Argentina when The Honorary Consul, came out, featuring a kidnapped British diplomat there, but 
I didn’t properly discover Greene until after I met him at the house of one of his old girlfriends near 
Lisbon, and he told me this was the favourite of his novels. That was in my twenties. As you know, 
Greene was an admirer of the blind Argentine writer, Jorge Luis Borges, to whom in my teens I used 
to read aloud in his dark flat in Buenos Aires (and getting him to contribute a poem to my school 
magazine!); Borges had a big impact as well. At the Dragon, like everyone else, I had devoured 
Alastair MacLean, Hammond Innes, Commando “trash mags”, but I didn’t consume Bond until 
much later, along with John le Carré. It was in large measure the encouragement and support of le 
Carré, Fleming’s most obvious successor, and a friend of mine for 30 years, which was responsible 
for my becoming a full-time writer. David Cornwell, as he then was, had been a friend of my parents 
at Oxford. I interviewed him just after my first novel The Vision of Elena Silves was published in 1989; 
it had recently won a Somerset Maugham award, as had le Carré for The Spy Who Came in From 
the Cold. It was a pivotal moment, when I was teetering on whether to leave journalism to finish my 
second novel, and le Carré gave me the necessary encouragement/shove by offering me the use of 
his cottage near Land’s End to write in. It was an unbelievably generous act of support. I wrote part 
of four books there, including my Chatwin biography, and he helped with titles. Both The Dancer 
Upstairs and The High Flyer were le Carré suggestions.

PI: I loved – and in fact wrote glowingly about – your brilliant book on Bruce Chatwin. Am I right in 
imagining that Fleming is a less complex and perhaps less elusive figure than Chatwin?

NS: Chatwin and Fleming – almost anything you say of them, the opposite is also true. Both writers 
are composed of a scrum of competing, restless, contradictory personalities. Both were irresistible 
to both sexes and travelled to escape their demons. I knew and much liked Bruce Chatwin, but 
finished with a less uncritical picture of him. The trajectory has been somewhat the opposite in Ian 
Fleming’s case. I began by not warming to what I had heard about him. Yet the negative image 
I previously had gained from sideways glances, of a sardonic and snobbish wifebeater who had 
an unimportant desk job in World War Two, camouflaged another, more luminous Fleming: who 
played a singular part in the war that he could never talk about, tantalizing bits of which emerged 
in the books that he started writing, essentially after his interesting life was over, but who also 
lived life to the full and had a wonderful laugh and “brought colour (and occasional fury) into the 
lives of countless others.” Fleming was not an unblemished paragon, but neither was he quite the 
unpleasant, frivolous cad I had imagined. As well, he was more important in several unexpected 
ways. There would be no Bond had Fleming not led the life he did, but if Bond had not existed, 
Fleming is someone we still would want to know about. In other words, Ian Fleming was significant 
in spite of James Bond and not because of James Bond.

PI: With the Chatwin biography, I know you had the advantage of working closely with your 
subject’s widow. Was the Fleming estate equally co-operative and helpful?

NS: The support of the Fleming Estate has been invaluable, guaranteeing access to the right people 
and to essential documentary/photographic material. That said, I made it a condition that I be 
allowed to write what I find. The smallest suspicion that “authorised” might also mean “controlled” 
will not benefit Fleming, his estate, my publishers or me. In 1990, I sought the same assurance from 
the Chatwin estate; nor when my authorised biography of Bruce Chatwin was published did any 
question arise that pressure had been exerted. 

PI: Nicholas, I can still remember your composing memorably beautiful 
poems in our English classes at the Dragon, drawing on the enviable fact 
that you were living in South America at the time. Did you already know you 
wanted to be a writer?

NS: First, Pico, I’m honoured to be answering out of all people to you, who 
sat beside me at one of those ink-welled desks in Upper One, and invariably 
was ahead of me in every class. I yield to no one in my admiration for your 
writing. And I do wonder if you, too, became a writer in order to re-savour 
and convey the experience of something you’d read? My own first memory 
of a book that captivated me – up till then I had been fed “Janet and John” 
non-adventure stories featuring a dog called Rover – was a retelling of the 
King Arthur legends. I was seven or eight, staying on the Malay coast at Port 
Dickson. My mother came into the room and saw my face. “What’s wrong?” 
I looked up, glitter-eyed, and wailed, “Lancelot is dead!” A reluctance to 
accept that writing a story like this might be what I wanted to do was bound 
up with congested feelings about her father, my grandfather, a prolific 
writer and broadcaster who had taught English at the Dragon in the 1940s. 
His name was S.P.B. Mais. Quite famous in his day, now forgotten, he wrote 
upwards of 300 books (with titles like Some Books I Like, and its sequel More 
Books I Like). When he died, bankrupt and heartbroken after his wife of 60 
years ran off with someone else, I thought, “If that’s what it means to be a 
writer, count me out.”

PI: Everyone who’s read your books knows how much they’ve been shaped 
by your growing up around the world, with a father in the Foreign Office. Did 
that at all lead you towards considering a biography of Ian Fleming?

NS: Initially, when I was approached by the Fleming Estate to write a new Life, 
based on books, The Life of Ian Fleming (1993; 2011). I was hesitant – flattered to 
be considered, but wary. Was there anything more to say about Ian Fleming? 
And if there was, was I the person to tell it? Books take a long time. Writers are 
superstitious. Did I really want to spend three or four years in this character’s 
company? Before committing myself, I conducted a background check. 
And what I found as I did my due diligence were connections that I never 
suspected and which began, oddly enough, with my grandfather. Before he 
taught future writers like Antonia Fraser (OD 1944) and Jon Stallworthy (OD 
1948) at the Dragon, as well as my mother, “S.P.B.” (as he was known) had 
taught Evelyn Waugh’s elder brother Alec at Sherborne and was responsible 
for getting published his scandalous novel, The Loom of Youth. In a satisfying 
twist, Waugh was later credited with giving Ian Fleming a helping hand when 
he started writing Casino Royale. Alec Waugh had told him that the only way 
to write in a workmanlike way “was simply to be a workman and to keep to a 
routine from which nothing must be allowed to deter you.” This had been my 
grandfather’s iron rule which he had earlier passed on to Alec – and many 
years afterwards, on to me.

Other connections. My father, still thriving, shared a desk with Fleming’s first 
biographer John Pearson at The Times in 1953 – I was able to reintroduce 
them 60 years on. He next went to work as a foreign correspondent in 
Paris under Frank Giles – who in 1960 replaced Fleming as foreign editor 
at The Sunday Times. Like Fleming, my father straddled the twin worlds of 
journalism and diplomacy, after he then jumped ship to the Foreign Office. 
One consequence was that I grew up in Fleming’s milieu, with a familiarity 
of his world – boarding school, newspapers (I was on The Times and The 
Telegraph), fiction-writing, travel, the movie business (I wrote the screenplay 
for John Malkovich’s 2001 movie of my novel, The Dancer Upstairs). As well, I  

Nicholas Shakespeare, 
Captain of 2nd XI 
Father’s Match, 1970

Initially, when I was 
approached by the 
Fleming Estate to 
write a new Life, I was 
hesitant – flattered to be 
considered, but wary.
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In his most recent work, The 
Half Known Life, set to be 
published this month, OD and 
lifelong traveller Pico Iyer (OD 
1970) journeys from North Korea 
to Iran, from Jerusalem to inner 
Australia, from Sri Lanka and Kashmir 
to the Himalayas and beyond, investigating 
visions of paradise and trying to find how we can 
sustain hope and even unity in the midst of an ever 
more divided world.

PI: You’re rightly celebrated as a novelist, named by Granta as one of the best in the 
land. Does biography give you a chance to take a break between novels and flex your 
muscles in a different way?

NS: One of Chatwin’s legacies is that he freed other writers not to be tamed by 
conventional boundaries. He taught that the only true story is a good story – and 
this story may be fiction or non-fiction. A novel and a biography demand similar 
architecture, obedience to the same old verities and truths of the heart. Like a few 
English writers I admire, I have a compulsion to alternate between genres. But this 
fence-jumping, it seems to me, is part of a proud British tradition, unlike, say, in France 
or the US where writers tend to be coralled into their categories and find it tricky to 
escape. One unanticipated discovery I made when writing Six Minutes in May: How 
Churchill Unexpectedly became Prime Minister is that novelists are generally speaking 
more rigorous than historians about historical truth.

PI: Everyone connected with the Dragon has to read your most recent novel, The 
Sandpit. It brought back to me so many memories of the School, even as it suggested 
ways in which the place has changed. You must have loved the School to send your 
two sons there in recent years?

NS: I did love the Dragon, as my mother and grandfather had. It was where I began 
to understand who I was and – almost as helpful – who I wasn’t. It would be hard 
to improve on the School’s undergirding philosophy, as I struggled to put it in The 
Sandpit: “We were taught that everyone has a talent. It may be hidden to the world, 
but dig deep enough – you’ll find it … I learned that every action is a decision between 
good and bad. What it’s about is living as good a life as you can. I left here wanting, 
every time I was faced with a choice, to do the right thing – if that were possible.” I 
wished for my children to learn that lesson. My wife and I were living on a remote 
strand in Tasmania – nearest land mass, Antarctica – when we wrenched our two 
sons away to north Oxford. They kicked and screamed for a while, but now they are 
fully signed-up ODs who keep in touch with the friends they made there, wherever 
their old classmates happen to be in the world – rather like you and I are doing, Pico, 
50 years on in these paragraphs!

I did love the Dragon, 
as my mother and 
grandfather had. It 
was where I began to 
understand who I was 
and – almost as helpful – 
who I wasn’t.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Dragon...

We are always delighted to hear from our Dragon community. We include 
an edited selection of letters, emails and postcards recently received. Please 
address your letters to The Editor, Development Office, Dragon School, Bardwell 
Road, Oxford, OX2 6SS or email development.office@dragonschool.org. 

When Einstein Came to Tea

Richard joined the Dragon in the Easter Term of 1927. He passed away in 
2021 at the brilliant age of 101 and a half. Christopher, Richard’s son kindly 
got in touch with the School in January and shared a short story from his 
time there … 

After that early start, his schooling was a little more conventional, going 
to prep school at the Dragon School. 

Perhaps the most amazing story from this time, is when “Albert Einstein 
came to tea”. Apparently, the university needed to entertain the great 
scientist and were wracking their brains as to what they could do with 
him outside the more formal sessions. 

They needed to find a physicist (okay ... tick), someone who could speak 
German (okay ... tick) and whose family could play musical instruments 
(the violin and viola … okay, tick, tick). So having sorted all that out, 
Einstein came over to 19 Bradmore Road to spend an afternoon with the 
Biggs family. I think Dad was around 12 years old and David must have 
been about 5. Their elder sister Honor, even 50 years later, would shout at 
Jacqy and me and say, “Don’t sit there – Einstein sat on that chair!” 

Printed in 1930 and a gift from his aunt in July 1933, Christopher sent in 
photos of Richard’s Hymns and Prayers for Dragons. On the inside cover all 
his classmates and friends signed the book (pictured right).

Shared by Christopher Biggs, son of Richard Biggs (OD 1933) 
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A Postcard from the Past
In September, the Dragon School postman delivered a little bit 

of magic in the form of a postcard (pictured) dated October 

1982. With a little bit of research, we contacted the intended 

recipient, Duncan Macpherson (OD 1983), a young Dragon at 

the time, who was delighted to finally receive 

his late grandmama’s postcard. 

Forty years later, the postcard found 

its way into the hands of the intended 

Old Dragon ...

“How extraordinary. It is a postcard 

from my late grandmother, Dorothy. She 

was my mother’s mother, known to me as 

Grandmama. The postcard is of a red deer 

stag in Scotland, where she had a cottage 

close to my parents.

My mother, who is now 92, will be as 

Dear Dragon...

An Extraordinary Mix of Past, Present and Future
This is to say a very big thank you for Saturday evening. The whole thing was run with both warmth 
and efficiency – not always an easy combination to achieve. By the time we sat down to that delicious 
meal, I was overwhelmed by the size of the gathering ... The tour was quite thrilling, an extraordinary 
mix of past, present and future, with what used to be the museum still standing in the middle of the 
playground, like the house in Up, waiting for all the balloons to emerge and carry it away ... The 
lasting sensation is of having reconnected with the ethos of the Dragon and having understood the 
contribution the School made to my development and my social attitudes. So, thank you for such a 
successful evening.

Richard Addison (OD 1961)

A Penny for Your Thoughts
Dear Dragon, 

I am Richard Haslam-Jones, I left the Dragon in 1962 and I have had this copper tea caddy 
spoon for 60 years. 

In my final year at the Dragon, I did carpentry as an extracurricular hobby and looked for 
something a little different to make and so found this copper spoon. 

First, I took a copper penny and, after heat annealing to soften it, I beat it into a spoon 
shape. I cut the handle out of a piece of copper sheet and shaped it to fit the spoon piece. 
Then, with some brazing solder I heated the two pieces together until the solder could be 
melted into the joint to set them together. Final cleaning and polishing produced the finished 
spoon shown here. I was very pleased with the result and consequently won the school 
handywork prize for making it. The spoon has stayed with me ever since. 

This is a wonderful example of the way the Dragon School brought out the diverse hidden 
talents of people at quite an early age. It certainly sparked an interest in technical things 
that led me to take up engineering. I wonder if the Dragon introduced other technically 
minded pupils to doing metal work like this. 

I went on to pursue a career as an engineer officer in the Merchant Navy 
and that led to shipbuilding, cruise ship construction management and 
a vice presidency at Carnival Corporation, the biggest leisure 
company in the world. I live in Scotland and still do 
occasional consultancy work in shipbuilding 
and marine engineering. 

With best regards,

Richard Haslam-Jones (OD 1962)

Skipper’s Adventures
Mark Pasteur (OD 1979) shared this photo, taken 

by Tom’s father, Tom Pasteur (OD 1947), in the 

late 1970s, of Mark on the Blue Dragon, when he 

found the boat in the harbour at Tarbert, Argyll. 

Tom knew all the stories about the Skipper and his 

adventures and had tracked down copies of the Blue 

Dragon logs. We were so grateful to Mark for sharing 

these brilliant photos with the School.

A Lovely Free-Spirited Dragon Evening
You and your colleagues organised an excellent reunion on Friday evening, so I am writing 
to say a very big thank you to all concerned. I thoroughly enjoyed the whole evening and 
now menories keep flooding back! We were made to feel very welcome; the bio-brochure 
and content is excellently produced and a lovely souvenir to take home. The catering staff 
were excellent and the dinner was delicious and brilliantly organised and with truly excellent 
speeches, so good choices made there. All in all, a lovely free-spirited Dragon evening!”

Anthony Van Oss (OD 1974)
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In 2009, Dragon parents Stephen and Fiona Duckett waved 
goodbye to the corporate world and, just a few short years 
later, embarked on becoming sustainable and award-winning 
winemakers. We learn about their motivations, the steps leading 
to their success and the benefits of being a family business.  

Oxford graduates Stephen and Fiona Duckett had careers in software and pharmaceuticals 
respectively. Not obvious backgrounds to pick up the gauntlet against fine French wine, but 
it was one of life’s luxuries they had both always savoured and, with their dreams of sharing 
their second careers, they set about laying down new (Pinot and Chardonnay) roots for their 
next chapter. 

“We were prepared to move anywhere in England,” recalls Stephen, whose family have been 
farming in England since the 11th century.  

Stephen retrained as a sparkling winemaker under the renowned Dr Michael Salgues, while 
Fiona liaised with the Charcenne nurseries and Burgundian barrel makers sourcing the finest 
rootstocks and oak barrels, all the time in search of their perfectly chalky* UK vineyard site. 
One hundred soil samples down, they found it in 2012, just 22 miles from the Dragon, in Stonor 
Valley, Oxfordshire. Surrounded by ancient woodland, the Ducketts, together with an expert 
team, planted over 60,000 of Fiona’s lovingly sourced vines across 42 acres of fallow land 
(where the chalk runs 160m deep). In 2020, between the end of one lockdown and the start of 
another, they produced their first wines and today, a total 84,000 vines make up Hundred Hills.

Stephen highlights the benefits of being a small, entrepreneurial and family-based company 
and how “it enables you to be a little nimbler and more reactive than within big corporate 
structures”. Amy (OD 2010), Stephen and Fiona’s daughter, has her own successful Hundred 
Hill’s sparkling wine venture in Doe Eyed Queen, whilst also heading up the winery’s private 
events, and her sister, Pippa (OD 2012) helps with every harvest, often found with her 
headphones in, amongst the vines, meditatively leaf-stripping. The family place quality over 
quantity and hold their personal passion at the heart of production. Their approach was 
to deploy a lot of technology and in-winery tasting and testing (a delicious excuse ...) to 
ensure tight control at every step, as well as making sure they had a winery team who were 
passionate about wine and understood the hard work ‘minimalism’ involves.

Stephen also underlines the importance of being well-enough capitalised for making 
these such dreams a reality. He explained, “It’s no good going in with just enough cash to 
make it through on a good scenario. Be realistic about the ups and downs.” Hundred Hills 
holds net zero as a clear near-term goal and underlines the importance and challenges of 
sustainability, both practically and financially. Their winery was deliberately designed to 
have ultra-low power and water use with one of the lowest carbon footprints anywhere in 
the wine world, and they are one of the first English producers to be accredited under the 
demanding Sustainable Wines of Great Britain scheme. 

The Ducketts’ passion for this personal project is palpable, and from their beaming smiles 
and understandable pride, the move from tech and pharma to the rolling hills of the Stonor 
Valley has resulted in an incredible journey that’s only really just beginning. When asked, “Are 
you surprised it’s been as successful as it has?” Stephen responded, “No, but then I guess 
that’s part of the reason why it has been ... Although, I think Fiona may be a little surprised!”

It’s a family enterprise … you have that 
outlook on time that is a little longer than 
in the corporate world.

Well, Wine Not?

* Why chalk? Chalk 
provides few nutrients, 
good drainage and 
also imparts that 
particular mineral 
flavour that’s found in 
certain champagne. The 
effort required to tap 
into the chalk puts the 
vines under just enough 
water and nutrient stress 
to achieve a delicate 
balance of ripeness, 
acidity and berry aroma.
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Left-Right: Fiona, Amy  
and Stephen Duckett.
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We are thrilled to announce commencement of the build for our new Music and 
Performing Arts Centre, which happened this Autumn Term. Housing 29 practice rooms, 
several classrooms and rehearsal spaces, a recital hall, recording studio and well-being 
garden, this state-of-the-art facility will finally match the talent and ambitions of our 
budding musicians, ably supported by our team of dedicated teachers. The building 
will be linked to Lynam Hall and The Forum and has been designed with a range of 
purposes in mind, from individual rehearsal and performances to group workshops 
and masterclasses. Emma Goldsmith described the new centre as “an inspirational and 
creative focus for the whole Dragon community.”

In a busy and dynamic school 
environment, children benefit when they 
have access to quiet space. We’re so 
pleased to have incorporated a south-
facing garden that will provide a calm 
and picturesque location for the children 
to relax. Featuring an amphitheatre 
seating and an adjacent foyer, the 
garden will also be used for creative 
performances in a unique outdoor 
setting. The garden will also provide 
us with an ideal venue to host Dragon 
community events, from Old Dragon 
reunions and social impact activities to 
social gatherings for current families.

Let the Music Play

The positive impact 
and difference this build 
will make to our young 
Dragons, colleagues and 
community is off the scale. 
I am so excited for the future 
of music and performance 
at the Dragon.
William Morris, Director of Music

It’s no secret to the Dragon community that the breadth and scale of our music and 
performing arts tuition is immense. A remarkable four out of five children – over 480 in 
total – play an instrument, and each week we deliver nearly 800 individual music lessons. 
With the vast range of instruments available, from the piano and harp to the bagpipes 
and drums, all of our pupils are encouraged to experiment until they find an instrument 
that suits them. Each term we deliver a packed programme of ensemble performances, 
concerts and plays, and encourage all young Dragons to take part, regardless of their 
experiences or ability. Our dedicated and talented teachers support the children at every 
stage, developing their creative skills and self-confidence. Thanks to this instruction and 
guidance, many of our former pupils have continued to study and enjoy music throughout 
their lives, and a considerable number have gone on to become eminent musicians, 
actors, conductors and performers around the world.

Our current music school, built in the 1960s, has served us well but has now reached the 
end of its useful life with its limited capacity and inaccessible position on site. To ensure that 
we continue to deliver outstanding tuition in future years, our new purpose-built centre will 
be well-positioned, spacious and innovative. We are so excited to share this space with 
the local community through our local partnership primary schools and musical outreach 
projects. We are proud of our established and successful gamelan days, with huge thanks 
to The Woodward Trust, enabling local children and young Dragons to experience the 
wonderful collection of percussion instruments, collaborative workshops and storytelling. 
Our fantastic OxfordPhil workshops provide opportunities to play alongside professional 
musicians, learn, rehearse and perform beautiful pieces of music. Having this fantastic 
space at our musical fingertips means that we will have the space and facilities to expand 
our partnerships, and grow our musical outreach programme.

Unlike many other established boarding schools, the Dragon does not benefit from 
substantial reserves or an endowment, and so to fund the construction of the Music and 
Performing Arts Centre, we are seeking the support and generosity of our community of 
parents, ODs, Governors, and friends. 

To find out more about this exciting build, or to discuss personal giving 
opportunities, please contact Saira Uppal, Director of Development and 
Social Impact on +44 (0)1865 315 415.

Myriad new avenues will 
abound in expanding 
our rich Musical Outreach 
mission. The beautiful and 
diverse spaces contained 
within this creative arts 
hub will allow Dragon 
pupils and teachers to 
include, influence and 
inspire many future 
generations of local school 
children from across the 
city and beyond.

David Stuart, Head of Music 
Outreach

This is such an exciting 
time for Performing Arts 
at the Dragon. The new 
state-of-the-art centre 
will provide unique 
opportunities to harness 
and foster creativity, and 
will be a brilliant rehearsal 
space.

Charlie Ponder, Head of Drama



This is a phenomenal School and my aspiration is that the 
Dragon should be regarded as a leader in every aspect of 
prep education. We intend to stay true to Skipper Lynam’s 
founding ethos whilst taking Dragon School forward and 
developing global citizens of the 21st century. Our aim is to 
inspire, encourage and develop free-thinking, confident 
young people who reach for the sun. We will achieve this aim 
within an inclusive community where we celebrate diversity 
and strive for equality. The positive outcomes for each 
individual Dragon are central to every decision we take. 

In order to deliver the School’s strategic plan, the shape of the 
Dragon’s Senior Leadership structure was reviewed, and this 
September we warmly welcomed new appointments, along 
with some familiar faces from across the School community.
Emma Goldsmith, Head

Katy Dallimore, Senior Deputy Head
I have been immediately struck by the sense of 
adventure and ambition at the Dragon, encouraging 
pupils to be courageous and reach for the sun 
resonates closely with my personal beliefs. A 
passionate Science Teacher, I take great enjoyment 
from trialling ideas, making observations, never fully 
knowing what to expect, but gaining pleasure from 
the investigation (hopefully, with a few controlled 
explosions along the way!) In the sentiment of the late 
Professor Hawking, looking up at the stars and not 
down at my feet, joining the Dragon is an opportunity 
of a lifetime.   

My background as a ‘Specialist Leader in Education’, 
Deputy Head, Academic and interim Head, has given 
me the privilege to implement significant changes 
within schools, ultimately to drive further success for 
pupils. I do, however appreciate that learning can 
occur outside of the classroom (or indeed lab), as 
a former ladies’ hockey club captain and county 
netball player, sport is close to my heart. I cannot wait 
to begin cheering on Dragons, seeing them showing 
respect and resilience, feeling proud of not only 
themselves but their team, is a genuine honour.   

Having my own children, Louie and Hettie, I 
appreciate the hopes families have for their children 
and I have a wide experience working alongside 
senior school colleagues, advising parents and 
supporting pupils at each stage of their learning. I am 
incredibly proud of the many successful scholarships 
I have supported over the years, and I greatly 
look forward to supporting Dragons along this 
challenging and enriching path.  

The buzz I have experienced since arriving at the 
Dragon has been infectious, acutely aware of just 
how incredibly special this remarkable school is. 
An excellent school has people at its heart, and the 
pupils and colleagues at the Dragon is a community 
of which I am so very proud to be part of. I am greatly 
looking forward to helping Dragons flourish not only 
academically, but as children and individuals.  

Lee Irvine, Assistant Head  
Co-Curricular
A passionate sportsman and Physical 
Education Teacher, I wanted to make a 
positive difference in the world. I am 
unashamedly idealistic about the 
power of education in transforming 
young people’s lives and 
transforming society for the better. 
Being involved in education is an 
immense privilege and I knew it would 
provide me such a sense of purpose. 

In addition to the Dragon School’s excellent 
reputation, it is clear to me that it is really at an 
exciting point in its journey. Emma Goldsmith and the rest of the team 
have built the foundations for an exceptional School with so much 
potential and I was attracted to the idea of leading and developing 
an exciting area of School life into its next innovative stage.

The beautiful site and riverside location impressed me greatly when 
I visited the School for the first time, but I was more impressed by the 
Dragon community. Pupils, colleagues and parents all welcomed 
me warmly, for which I am extremely grateful. It was also clear to me 
from my interview with a staff panel and discussions with members 
of senior management that there is a fizz and vibrancy at the 
Dragon, which I am very much looking forward to engaging with.

My background as a Physical Education Teacher, Director of Sport 
& Physical Education, and previous experience as a member of 
SMT and looking after extracurricular activities, has given me the 
privilege to implement significant changes within an important area 
of School, ultimately to give a breadth of opportunity for pupils to 
develop, and find a love and passion.

When I’m not coaching, cooking or playing whatever sport I can, I 
am happiest spending time with my wife, Lucy, and our little girl, Erin.

Dragon Leadership

Spotlight on Leadership
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Listen to Ma Dallimore answer 
the questions of young Dragons 
today in our latest episode of 
‘Bun Break With ...’

Emma Goldsmith,  
Head

Martin Johnson,  
Chief Operating Officer

Annie McNeile,  
Head of Pre-Prep

Katy Dallimore,  
Senior Deputy Head

Mark Edwards,  
Deputy Head (Academic)

Kath Harvey,  
Deputy Head (Pastoral)

Lee Irvine,  
Assistant Head (Co-Curricular)

Hugo McNeile,  
Assistant Head (Internal 
Comms)

Saira Uppal,  
Director of Development and 
Social Impact
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Roger Trafford became Head of the Dragon in 1993 with 
the wish to enable younger children to absorb the special 
Dragon atmosphere. In 1994 The Crescent School announced 
its closure and, as the news spread, a steady flow of parents 
expressed wishes for the Dragon to teach their children. Just 
a few months later the bid was made. Fast-forward to the 
Junior Christmas party of 1994 in full flow, when Roger went 
to the back of the Lynam Hall to learn the news they had all 
been waiting for. They had won the bid for the property and 
soon the very youngest of Dragons would be welcomed to 
the School. 

In the summer of 1995, the very youngest of Dragons rode their bikes down Richards 
Lane, gathered for discussions, wrote their first letters and read their first books as a 
class. They visited farms, tried out parachutes, made models of Archimedes’ screw, 
sang in the music room, and made pictures to decorate their Form rooms. During 
his time as Head of the Dragon, Roger Trafford purchased Henley House, founding 
Lynams, or as we know it today, the Dragon Pre-Prep.

To celebrate the opening, on Friday, 13th October, 1995, the children planted a chestnut 
tree and welcomed special visitors, including Guest of Honour Barbara Lynam who cut 
their dragon-shaped cake! 

Before they knew it, the end of the first year was upon them and it was time to wave 
goodbye for the summer. Jennifer Wilson, Pre-Prep Head 1995 – 1999, summarised the 
first year perfectly in The Draconian, commenting “There are not enough ways of saying 
thank you in English when it needs to be a big one ... Thank you for the first year of 
great fun and promise at Lynams. We look forward to the next.”

In the Summer Term of 2005, Lynams celebrated its 10th anniversary, and time was 
taken to reflect and celebrate all that had been achieved since the littlest Dragons 
were “hatched”. The day was marked with an assembly with the former Pre-Prep 
Heads, Jennifer Wilson and Iona Smith, Roger Trafford, the Dragon Governors and 
Prep colleagues. Both A Block and Lynams children shared memories and sang songs 
before a day of laughter followed with a circus theme for the older children and a 
puppet workshop for the younger ones. The day of celebrations ended with the launch 
of ten balloons, bearing each child’s handwritten name. 

In the years that followed, what we now know as the Pre-Prep has grown and 
flourished, while at the same time very little has changed. Today, the same brightly 
coloured buildings provide a warm and sunny welcome as you enter through the 
gate on Richards Lane. Ma McNeile is there with a smile and a wave as bikes are 
parked, parents are cuddled and the very youngest of Dragons roar their way onto the 
grounds, past the astro pitch and playground, towards their classrooms, Bun Break 
already firmly on their minds. We look forward to celebrating 30 years of the Dragon 
Pre-Prep in 2025, and we wonder if a delicious dragon-shaped cake will feature ...

The Youngest Dragons
From the Archives

Iona Smith  
1999 - 2004

Annie McNeile 
2011 - Present

Jane West   
2004 - 2011Jennifer Wilson  

1995 - 1999

Pre-Prep Head Teachers

On one particular day 
we celebrated the New 
Millennium. While the Year 
3 children went to London 
to the Millennium Dome, 
at Lynams we created the 
‘Dome at Home’ … The 
enjoyment was summed up 
by one child: ‘At home time I 
wish I didn’t have to leave.’ 
Iona Smith, Pre-Prep Head  
1999 – 2004

There were days when, with my Pastoral hat on, 
I offered a couple of children ‘cocoa club’ at Bun 
Break. It was a chance to meet in the library with 
perhaps two others to discuss life. All of a sudden 
if the weather was a bit cold or windy there was 
a sudden influx of smiling faces eager to join 
cocoa club!
Mary Kinnear, Pre-Prep Deputy Head  
1995 – 2014
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Dragon BODities  |  From The Archives

The portrait (hanging in School House) is that 
of an eight-year-old boy holding a cricket 
bat. There’s a slight air of truculence about 
him, a hint of defiance. Why, Lionel? Was it 
your boredom from posing for the artist? Or 
was it that from your home at 7 Crick Road, 
you could hear the boys at play in the garden 
of the Oxford Preparatory School just a few 
doors away, and you longed to be with them? 
C.C. Lynam, the School’s inspirational Headmaster, didn’t attach 
much importance to outward politeness. “I hate to be called ‘Sir’ 
every half minute. I prefer to be called ‘Skipper.’” He didn’t much 
like what the School was called either. He wanted something 
more compelling, a name that would fire the imagination of 
young boys and make them fearless of failure. 

The Skipper had often wondered about the little fair-haired boy 
peeping out from behind the curtains of Number 7, watching him 
on his way to work. He sensed the child, whose father was the austere Dean of Balliol, was trapped in a home given 
over by a controlling mother to the needs of a cohort of demanding younger sisters. 

After Lionel joined the School two years later in 1890, the Skipper watched with pleasure as a timid boy found 
freedom and soared into achievement with the wings of a Dragon. 

The portrait of Lionel was gifted very kindly to the Dragon a few years ago by the Bullard family. A 
second photo has also come to light when he was in the sixth form at Rugby and playing cricket. The 
boy and the nearly man.

Lionel Smith (OD 1894)

The Boy Who Grew 
Wings of a Dragon 

To the parents saying goodbye to their 
sons at the Oxford Preparatory School 
gates, he was just the newly appointed 
porter, a tall, taciturn Devonian in his 
early forties. But Charles Lynam, still 
an Assistant Master in 1885, saw more 
than that. Not just the raw strength in 
the man’s hands, hardened from years of 
service as a gunner in the Royal Navy, but 
the easy respect he commanded with the 
boys. 
By the time the Skipper became Headmaster the following 
year, he’d seen enough of Sam Cox to make more use of 
him. When the School moved to Bardwell Road, Sam went with it, 
promoted to caretaker. And he and his wife were allocated living 
space by School House. 

The bond, of course, between the Skipper and Sam Cox wasn’t just 
because of his dependable presence about the School, but the lure 
of the sea. Inevitably, once the Skipper launched the Blue Dragon 
in 1892, Sam Cox became part of its crew. “I never once had a paid 
hand on board,” the Skipper wrote later. But with people of the calibre 
of Sam Cox alongside him, he didn’t need to. 

Our Dragon archivist, Gay Sturt, spotted Samuel’s will on an 
auction site. This led to many places where he had grown up 
and worked. He was so admired that the Dragon feels it is 
likely that Skipper paid for the grave in Wolvercote, opened 
by the council at considerable cost.

The School Caretaker 
with Brine in his Blood

Samuel Cox (Former Staff)

Introducing the first of an occasional series 
about lesser-known ‘ODdities and BODities’ 
sourced from the Dragon’s archives. 

Lionel Smith, aged 18

Dragon School Drawing Room

Samuel Cox, 1896

The grave of Sam Cox, 
Wolvercote
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Is there a Dragon 
BODity or ODity you 

would like to see 
featured? 

We’d love to hear from you at  
development.office@dragonschool.org. 

Three letters, a Poem 
and a Telegram

David Westcott Brown (OD 1906)

Dragon BODities  |  From The Archives

David Westcott Brown Poem

David Westcott Brown 
(OD 1906)

The Reverend G.G. Brown, Vicar of St Mary’s, Bedford, was at his 
rectory desk that Friday in 1906 preparing his sermon for the following 
Sunday when the letter arrived addressed in the still-boyish scrawl of 
his son, David, then in his final year at the Dragon. 

David had already distinguished himself in sport and acting, and by winning a scholarship to 
Marlborough. But the clergyman’s pleasure in these achievements was now eclipsed by the news 
that David had been awarded Mrs Pickard’s coveted prize in ‘Divinity’. 

Nine years later, after abandoning his studies at Balliol on the outbreak of war, David was now 
a 2nd Lieutenant in the Leicestershire Regiment, and his handwriting had refined. Interpreting 
calligraphy is a flawed science at the best of times. Consensus suggests that writing slanting 
rightwards indicates a warm, caring and emotional personality, whilst an upwards line-tilt shows 
optimism. Now aged 22, David’s crisp handwriting firmly ticked both boxes. 

The second letter in this trilogy, written from the Front, contained a poem for his father (printed) 
revealing David could see death’s finger beckoning from the battlefield. A third letter, to his cousin 
Lillian, later published in The Draconian, was in a similar vein. But the handwriting remained the 
same, rightwards, upwards, optimistic. 

The War Office telegram, when it came in July 2016, written in official black ink, with a word-line 
that tilted pessimistically downwards, said it all. And another Dragon family fell into mourning. 

The poem, and his families’ copy of the memorial book for WWI, was a generous gift 
from Sam Cook, a well-known member of former Dragon staff. 

This written series will develop chronologically. Generously 
researched and lovingly crafted by Martin Hall (OD 1953), this 
year’s BODdities coming from the early annals of the School.

Martin Hall (OD 1953)



What Three 
Words Can 
Save a Life?

Downloaded over 30 million times 
by individuals, businesses and NGOs 
in almost every country in the world, 
what3words is regularly referred to as a 
“life-saving” app. Dividing the world into 3 
metre squares with a unique combination 
of three words, emergency services and 
disaster response organisations are using 
the app to find people in need faster. 
We caught up with co-founder Michael 
Dent (OD 2002), whose decision to reject 
conventional careers and choose the 
life of an entrepreneur led to life-saving 
assistance reaching people in need.
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When my parents attended an open day at Summer Fields, the end-of-lesson bell rang, 
and neat rows of children walked out of the classrooms in an orderly fashion. One child 
was told off for running. When they visited the Dragon, Desmond Devitt warned them to 
“stand back” as the bell rang. Hordes of dishevelled children emerged from every crevice 
at breakneck speed, chatting and laughing at high volume. Needless to say, they were 
instantly sold, and my sister and I were both enrolled. 

The Dragon’s emphasis on individuality over conformity and on independent thinking 
over convention makes it the perfect training ground for entrepreneurship. Well-known 
OD entrepreneurs include Brent Hoberman (lastminute.com) (OD 1982) and Nick 
Wheeler (Charles Tyrwhitt) (OD 1978). I followed the example of these ODs, as well as my 
father when I rejected a conventional career and chose a life of varied entrepreneurial 
projects. I’ve been involved in many businesses as a founder or investor. The majority 
have been failures, but a few have achieved success in one form or another. 

The most well-known is what3words, which I co-founded in 2013. I was the fourth of 
four co-founders – the other three are individuals who I admire greatly. The business is 
something of a ‘moonshot’ high-stakes proposition. We’ve raised more than £80m of 
investment, have growing traction, and have literally saved lives in emergency services 
use. But it’s fair to say that revenue and profit have been a little more elusive. My current 
day job at PropertyData, which I founded in 2017, makes for a rather more boring dinner 
conversation but is perhaps a safer thing on which to rely to fund future Dragon fees 
for my sons Edward (3) and Rory (1). We provide data and analytics on the residential 
property market, helping property investors and developers in the UK become better 
informed as they make investment decisions. 

My entrepreneurial career so far has been hugely fulfilling. A variety of projects have 
allowed me to learn about a wide range of industries and meet many brilliant people. 
I’ve learned more from the failures than the successes, and I’m sure the resilience 
and persistence required were solidified during my five happy years at the Dragon. 
Entrepreneurship can be hard work, but it also gives you unique flexibility and total 
control over your time. I love having the freedom to spend time with my 
family and on non-work projects, such as renovating the eighteenth-
century farmhouse we recently bought near Oxford. I’d 
recommend an entrepreneurial career to any creative, young 
ODs thinking about their early careers, and I’d be more 
than happy to hear from them. 

I’ve learned more 
from the failures 
than the successes.
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Dear Dragon, 

Having been brought up in a working-class family, I b
enefit

ed hugely fro
m a good education

 

and was for
tunate en

ough to w
ork with the best computation

al genomic scientists at Oxford
 

University. Sadly, in
 2012 I w

as diagnosed with cancer a
nd having gone th

rough several 

rounds of t
reatment and many operation

s, I ev
entually had to s

top working.  

Our son, Ben, is a bright boy and we had always hoped to o
ffer

 him the op
portu

nity to r
eceive 

the best ed
ucation

. Sadly, with only my wife a
ble to

 work, it 
was im

possible fo
r us to a

ffor
d 

the tu
ition

 fees
 of a

n independent ed
ucation

.  

So m
any people ta

lk of t
he Dragon, and how their o

wn children thrived at th
e School. 

It w
as 

our greatest wish to e
nable h

im to e
xperien

ce it 
for 

himself, 
but was litt

le m
ore t

han a dream, 

given our situation
. W

e th
en discovered

 there w
as a Transform

ation
al Bursary Programme 

and went th
rough the process with much hope and anticipation

. W
hen Ben was off

ered
 a place 

at th
e Dragon, ou

r fa
mily’s dreams for

 Ben had come tru
e. 

We are s
o gratefu

l to 
the Dragon for

 the in
credible support w

e have rec
eived over th

e past tw
o 

years.  

The tra
nsition

 fro
m state school t

o in
dependent school i

n Year 7 (B Block) was challen
ging 

for 
Ben. It w

as a completel
y new environ

ment and so m
any subjects were c

ompletel
y new to 

him. However, h
e settle

d in so well, 
made new frie

nds, and has become m
ore c

onfident in
 his 

subjects; Ben rea
lly enjoyed extracurric

ular activities
 during the Dragon QUEST sessions on 

Saturdays, and he partic
ularly excels in music. By the en

d of h
is two years at th

e Dragon, 

Ben was confident and prepared to e
mbark on his new jou

rney at Tonbridge, w
here h

e rec
eived a 

scholarship, thanks to t
he stron

g support o
f th

e Dragon.

I am gratefu
l th

at ev
en with the diffic

ulties
 our fa

mily continues to n
avigate, B

en is grow
ing 

up to b
e an optim

istic and gentle b
oy. He is willin

g to h
elp oth

er p
eople a

nd keen to m
ake a 

positiv
e im

pact on
 the world

, partic
ularly in the area of c

lim
ate change.  

When look
ing back on our jou

rney as a family, we all agree t
hat a good education

 has the 

magical power to
 inspire a

nd encourage us through tid
es, high and low

. As the saying goes, 

“A drop of w
ater i

n need shall be ret
urned with a spring indeed.” B

en will g
row

 up to s
pread the 

kindness that he rec
eived at th

e Dragon and make his own positiv
e co

ntrib
ution

 to t
he world

. W
e 

are s
o gratefu

l for
 the support w

e have rec
eived fro

m the Dragon com
munity. 

Thank you. 

Parent of a recent bursary recipient 
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Unlocking the        
      Opportunity to Excel

We are so grateful to those within 
our OD community who support the 
Transformational Bursary Programme. 
Simply put, a bursary affords a deserving 
child the opportunity to flourish in an 
exceptional educational environment. 

The programme costs £450,000 to 
run each year, and every pound is 
received with thanks from our wonderful 
community of donors.

If you would like to contribute to this 
year’s appeal, please visit  
www.dragonschool.org/donate

The Dragon’s commitment to its Bursary 
Programme goes to the heart of what it means 
to be a Dragon, interested and interesting 
and at home in the world as you find it. 
Dragons thrive from the diversity not only of the 
opportunities the School offers but also from the 
diversity of the people within it. Not only would 
it be unforgivable not to offer the chance of a 
Dragon education to those that would benefit 
from it irrespective of their means but the school 
would be a lesser place without them.
Matthew (OD 1978) and Jamilie Ponsonby, parents of Douglas 
(OD 2011), Matilda (OD 2013), Ned (OD 2015), Dash (OD 2019), and 
Christophe (OD 2021) 

Dragon School

Bardwell Road

Oxford

OX2 622
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Here’s What You Missed
We were delighted to welcome over 1,000 members of our Dragon community to reunite 
on Bardwell Road over the past 12 months. From ODs and former staff to current and 
past Dragon parents, all have reconnected on familiar grounds and reminisced about 
what it means to be a Dragon. 

As part our of Arduus ad Solem webinar series, we welcomed experts on sustainability, on our JOD day we reconnected 
recent leavers and parents, and in December we celebrated the 70th anniversary of the undefeated triumph of the 1952 1st 
XV Rugby team! It has been wonderful to welcome so many members of our Dragon community back to the School and to 
witness the same independent spirit and curious minds that we see in our young Dragons today.

To our reunions we welcomed guest speakers, including former parents Sir Mark Allen (OD 1963) and Andrew Bracey (OD 
1980), along with Dr Frances Ramsey (OD 1978) who shared fond memories from their Dragon days. From recalling the 
infamous ice rink on School House lawn to the lessons learnt from trading marbles and above all the lifelong friendships 
made. With some returning to the School for the first time in over 50 years, and others those familiar faces whose 
relationship with the Dragon spans several decades and across many generations, it has been wonderful to witness our Old 
Dragons share so many memories.

This academic year is jam-packed with another busy calendar of events, providing many opportunities to reunite childhood 
friends, reconnect with former colleagues and share memories of Dragon days. 

It’s such a small window of our 
lives but this amazing place 
has such a massive impact.

1980s OD, Former Dragon Parent

1980s OD Reunion, June 2022

Tin Can Geography Room, 1970s



Arduus ad Solem 
This series is an opportunity for our whole community to join 
in discussions and debates around various themes from 
sustainability and leadership through to artificial intelligence 
and education. We welcome eminent members of our 
community to lead discussions and encourage balanced 
conversations, with the aim of providing insight and 
understanding in what we can do to make a positive impact 
to the world around us. 

Our first session in this year’s series, Leadership in Action, was co-hosted with the 
Deloitte Academy and welcomed Luke Ellis (OD 1976), CEO of MAN Group, to discuss 
his role in maintaining a positive corporate culture across a global organisation. Our 
host, William Touche (OD 1975), Vice Chairman of Deloitte, put forward questions 
on leadership discipline, progress evaluation and corporate environments. We were 
delighted to be joined by attendees from 10 different countries.

Our next session in the series, set for this spring, will focus on Leading Women and 
welcome females from within our Dragon community that are leading in their 
fields, whether that be education, finance, sports or business. Further details 
will be available on our website and shared via email. In the meantime, you 
can watch the full series so far, here.

Arduus ad Solem | Webinar Series

The sheer word 
Dragon encourages 
enthusiasm and we’re 
proud to be Dragons.
David Howden (OD 1977)

Diary Dates

Please visit www.dragonschool.org/
community/events for the most up to 
date information, or contact Lucy at 
development.office@dragonschool.org.

We look forward to welcoming 
members of our Dragon community 
back to the School. Invitations will be 
sent in due course:

2000s OD Reunion 
Wednesday, 29 March, 2023

1990s OD Reunion 
Saturday, 27 May, 2023

Golden Oldies’ Lunch 
Wednesday, 19 April, 2023

New York Drinks 
Thursday, 13 April, 2023

Arduus ad Solem | Leading Women 
Thursday, 2 March, 2023

Skippers’ Society Day 
Date to be announced in 2023

No invitation needed; all are welcome:

Dragon School Remembrance Sunday Service  
Sunday, 12 November, 2023

Dragon Sale 
Saturday, 16 December, 2023
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Maia joined the Dragon in 2011 in B Block and played with the boys 
from the start. In B Block, she played for the 2nd XI with a handful 
of games for the 1sts and then a whole season in an unbeaten 
1st XI. Maia went to Rugby, took a gap year to play cricket in New 
Zealand and then made her way through Middlesex, Southern 
Vipers, Southern Brave, Melbourne Stars, Hampshire, and is now 
playing for England. It has been a quick rise to stardom, and she is 
a fantastic role model and ambassador for sport and the Dragon.

KW: When we spoke to you back in 2012, your aspirations were to “play for England”, and 
you’ve not only done it, but been part of history in doing so. What an incredible achievement, 
Maia. What was it like, representing England at the 2022 Commonwealth Games? 

MB: It was surreal! It was such a special moment when I got the call up as I knew it was an 
opportunity of a lifetime, playing against some of the most talented cricketers on the world 
stage. The Commonwealth Games is a huge global event and I don’t think I realised the scale 
of it until the Opening Ceremony, when we were doing our lap of honour! Also, the scale of 
people coming to watch and support us was immense. It was very special.

KW: Was there a particular highlight, or moment, that you’ll treasure from your experience? 

MB: It’s not actually cricket-related but the team watched the Lionesses together in the semi-
final and final of the Euros, which was amazing – I’m sure most of the girls would agree with 
me that it was a moment we won’t forget! 

KW: Off the back of the Hundred last year, you made your England T20 debut, played in the 
Ashes, in the Women’s Big Bash and also the Commonwealth Games. How do you prepare 
mentally for these different events?

MB: It is difficult to adapt to the big competitions and get myself in the right 
mindset but as most of the games I’ve played are T20s, it hasn’t been too 
challenging. I’ve started to watch back my best batting innings from last year 
and remind myself of my strengths to different bowlers. It helps to give me a 
positive outlook in the games coming up.

KW: Working with different coaches must be inspiring but also has its 
challenging getting to know what each coach expects of you and how they 
want you to play. What advice would you give to young Dragon cricketers 
about learning what coaches want and adapting to what they require?

MB: I think the most important thing is to learn about your own strengths 
first and know that the coach can guide you to get the best out of those 
strengths, not as much telling you what to do but more suggesting or 
challenging technical bits that you are working on. There will always be an 
expectation that the coach wants you to improve and so as long as you 
understand that and work towards it, the coach should work with you. 

KW: To date, what sporting achievement are you most proud of? 

MB: I would have to say my debut of course – an absolute dream come true!

From the Banks of the Cherwell 
to the Commonwealth Games

Kingsley Went, Head of Girls’ Cricket, 
interviews Maia Bouchier (OD 2012) 
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KW: Although you have had amazing success very early in your career, there have also been some incredibly difficult 
moments. How have you dealt with these?

MB: It has been hard sometimes during my career, but I believe the only way to deal with these moments is to think 
positively, work hard to correct mistakes and know that I am good enough and I have worked hard to get to the 
position I am. There will always be failures but it’s how you get back on top and move on quickly.

KW: The Dragon’s Girls’ Cricket programme is going from strength to strength, in fact, just last year we introduced 
hardball for the first time and the girls absolutely loved the season. How much of your success do you attribute to 
opportunities that you had here at the Dragon? 

MB: I am super proud and so glad to hear that the Dragon’s programme is going from strength to strength. The 
Dragon was a big part of my development as a cricketer – it was the first school that allowed me to train and play 
with the boys at a high level, which ultimately led to being selected for the Middlesex Senior Women’s team as well as 
the England Women’s Development Programme. 

KW: As a female athlete, what do you find are your biggest obstacles in the world of sport? 

MB: I would say the biggest obstacle is still the disparity in pay that the women receive compared to the men. There 
have been some major improvements in the salary pay and match fees for domestic players, as well as increases in 
bonuses for competitions such as the Hundred, however there is still a lot to be done. 

KW: Who is your biggest inspiration, and why? 

MB: My biggest inspiration is the Lionesses football team because I love the way the team plays for each other and 
how hard they have worked to create the right environment for everyone to thrive in. 

KW: What is it about the game of cricket that you enjoy so much? 

MB: I have started to love cricket more and more because I have had the chance to make many amazing memories 
with different teams throughout my career – I think it is so important to create a welcoming space for everyone to 
have fun and enjoy each other’s company, which cricket does.

Maia, thank you for taking the time to answer these questions and reflect with us. Thank you, too, for inspiring the 
next generation of cricketers. We hope you continue to thrive and wish you all the very best for the future. 

Kingsley Went

The Dragon was 
a big part of my 
development as 
a cricketer.

Congratulations

Eiko Kato (OD 1998) and her 
partner Alistair James on the 
birth of their daughter, Hana, 
10 August, 2022 
Pictured: Hana and her grandfather, 
Mitsuaki Kato, who alongside Roger 
Trafford, Headmaster of the Dragon 
at the time, set up the Keio Yochisha 
Exchange in 1995 

Lucy Chadder (OD 1979) 
and Wocky Whitworth 
(OD 1980) were married 
on 15 October, 2022

John Arthur Cooke MBE (OD 1956) and Charles Alexander CBE (OD 1966) recognised for 
their services to Arts and Culture in the New Year Honours List 2022

Patrick Reid (OD 1957) on being elected as President of the Society of Postal Historians

To the new Mr & Mrs Whitworth. Lucy Chadder (OD 1979) and Wocky Whitworth (OD 
1980) were married October 2022. They crossed the Dragon fields and punted to their 
reception at the Cherwell Boathouse (pictured below) 

The Dragon would like to congratulate Tom Hiddleston (OD 1994) and his fiancée, Zawe 
Ashton, on the birth of their baby

Sam Waley-Cohen (OD 1995) on winning The Grand National 2022

Ed Mather (OD 1998), Head of D Block, and his wife, Amy, on the birth of their daughter, 
Isabella, 5 October, 2022

Dan O’Neill (OD 2005) on being recognised by Attitude as an LGBTQ Trailblazer

Will Rowlands (OD 2005) being awarded Wales Player of the Year 2022

Tor Mackarness (OD 2006) and her husband Timothy Sculthorpe on their wedding, 
September 2022

George Munsey (OD 2006) on playing for Scotland in the T20 World Cup 2022

Maia Bouchier (OD 2012) on playing for England in this year’s Commonwealth Games

Will Plessis (OD 2018) on being selected to play for Wales U18

Karsten Vun (OD 2021) and his brother Kaius (OD 2023) for raising an incredible £10,000 
for UN Charities

Erika McCulloch, Head of EAL, and her husband, Bruce, on the birth of their daughter, 
Caitlin Olivia, 11 August, 2022

To notify the School of any OD news please contact  
development.office@dragonschool.org
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24 May 1940 – 26 November 2021

Timothy Chadwick Tetlow, 81, of New York City, died peacefully alongside his family on November 26, 2021. Tim touched the 
world in ways big and small. He is missed and loved. Tim had a storied career as a Fine Arts Appraiser first as Director with PB84 
and later heading house sales at Sotheby’s. In 1974, Tim launched and successfully managed the Timothy C. Tetlow Appraisal 
Company for over 45 years working with many celebrities and countless clients and served as President of the Appraisers 
Association of America.  

Born in Epsom, England, Tim grew up in Oxfordshire and had a lifelong passion for country pursuits including cutting wood 
and gardening. He attended the Dragon School and Repton School in the U.K, and graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill. His family 
celebrates his life, including children Sam Tetlow and Georgia Tetlow, son-in-law Wael Idriss, future daughter-in-law Andreea 
Stan, sister Susan Harrington, former spouse Marilyn Siegel Tetlow and first wife Karin Cocuzzi Tetlow.  

Please send condolences to timtetlowmemorial@gmail.com 

10 July 1927 – 6 March 2022

Nick was born in North Oxford and where, apart from a short period of time away 
in his twenties, he has lived his whole life. He followed his brothers Richard and Peter 
to the Dragon School during the 1930s and the family still have the summer holiday 
diaries that the boys were encouraged to keep. He went on to Mill Hill, which moved 
to St. Bees in Cumbria during the war years. 

At school he was pronounced good officer material in the air cadets but in 1945 
he volunteered for his national service in the Royal Navy. He spent his training as a 
signalman on a variety of ships and was based in Malta. On his return to civvy street 
he joined the family jewellery business of Payne & Son, on the High Street in Oxford, 
and he continued to bicycle into work until he retired aged 72.

Nick married Pam in 1955 and they had four daughters: Sue, Helen, Alison and Debbie.

In Memoriam

2021
Timothy Chadwick Tetlow (OD 1953) on 26 November 2021 

Susan Thomson (née Dowty) (OD 1952, Former Parent) on 9 December 2021

2022
David Young (OD 1935) on 6 January 2022 

Christopher John Murray Cutcliffe (OD 1946, Former Staff) on 31 January 2022

Richard Hewlett (OD 1969) on 7 February 2022

David Davies (Former Staff) on 9 February 2022 

George Nicholas Payne (OD 1940) on 6 March 2022

Pat Wyeth Webb (Former Staff) on 12 March 2022

Christopher Alexander (OD 1950) on 17 March 2022 

Gilly Thorn (Former Staff, Former Parent) on 19 April 2022

Julia Culshaw née Harland (OD 1948, Former Parent) May 2022

Alan Beattie (OD 1949) on 2 May 2022

John Peers (OD 1945) on 24 May 2022

John Paul Morrisson (OD 1950) on 16 June 2022

Tim Mullins (OD 1973) on 16 July 2022

Peter Louis Edwards (OD 1961) on 21 October 2022

Jeremy Gibson (OD 1948) on 28 October 2022

Ian Tew (OD 1956) on 18 November 2022

Susan Malcomess (OD 1944) on 4 December 2022For a full list of available 2022 obituaries please visit  
www.dragonschool.org/obituaries 

Timothy Chadwick Tetlow (OD 1953)

8 May 1939 – 9 February 2022

David Dowell Lloyd Davies, born in Luton on 
the 8 May 1939. He spent 25+ years in the army 
in the Royal Pioneer Corps and left so that his 
two boys could have a more stable schooling. 
He joined the Dragon School bursary straight 
away and thoroughly enjoyed his time getting 
involved in rugby training and other activities. 
He died in Portugal on the 9 Feb 2022 
peacefully after a spell of illness due to cancer. 
He leaves his wife, Dagmar, his two boys Mark 
and Stefan, and four grandchildren, Chloe, 
Owen, Clara and Matilda. We shall really miss 
him, his cheeky smile, that mischievous glint in 
his eye and his Welsh humour.

George Nicholas Payne (OD 1940) 

David Davies (Former Staff)
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The Dragon respects the environment

was raised by the 2021 Dragon Sale for 
a number of inspirational local, national 
and international charities. 

£112,000 

Dragons were awarded 
a record-breaking 60 
Scholarships, Exhibitions, 
and Awards.

60
pupils in A to D Block 
took part in year 
group knock-out chess 
tournaments. The 
School was unbeaten 
in face-to-face chess 
matches.

187

Music Awards 
were awarded 
this year.

12

13 children in C Block qualified 
for the Bonus Round of the Primary 
Maths Challenge, with 9 of them 
winning certificates in the final stage 
of the competition.

Over  

1,000 
members of 
the Dragon 
community 
attended events 
in 2021/22. 

A new School record of 1.70m  
was set for the high jump by Toros E.

Our young Dragons produced 
their premiere QUEST Production, 
A Dragon Tale.


