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Conquest Activities
(09.30 - 12.00)

A QUEST morning runs from 9.30 to 12.00. Dragons can sign up 

for activities in one or both sessions, or opt for one of the longer, 

“conquest” activities. All of the activities fall into five strands, capturing 

the variety of opportunities on offer throughout the QUEST:QUEST is of course open to all D and E Block children, whether day or boarders, 

and regardless of whether or not they have been involved in the programme 

previously. Dragon QUEST is driven by three key principles: 

Discover...  

Develop…  

Dare…  

The Three Ds are intended to extend each Dragon beyond the traditional 

classroom, recognising the importance of the wider development of individuals, 

and the value that senior schools place upon this.

#DiscoverDevelopDare 

Dragon QUEST has become an essential part of the Dragon 

experience, giving children opportunities to learn about the broader 

context of life and engage with the world around them. It balances 

the academic rigour of the school week and provides scope for new 

pursuits and passions to be fostered. 
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#
new interests from a range of cross-
curricular activities and pursuits

new skills, working within a supportive 
and encouraging environment

to do something new, embracing the 
new opportunities that life has to offer.
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Session 1
(09.30)

Session 2
(11.00)

Bun Break 
(10.30)

Registration 
(10.45)

Registration 
(09.45)

Lunch 
(12.00)



Module 3 will run as a set block of four weeks  
in the first half of Easter Term, with dates as 
follows: 

January 9th, 16th, 23rd; February 6th 

In order to make the most of the adventure, we expect that children will 

commit to every session within a module. In many cases groups are full so 

places in some activities are keenly sought after: therefore commitment and 

attendance is important.  

To provide consistency and allow the children an-other chance to experience 

opportunities from be-fore, most activities are rolled over. There is also a 

sprinkling of new activities to enjoy to keep the pro-gramme dynamic and fresh.

With appropriate staff training and support, backed up by help from 

external suppliers where particular expertise is required, we can 

continue to offer exciting new ventures, whilst maintaining 

the highest standards and quality of delivery across our 

enrichment curriculum.  We have failed, unless we have 
helped the child to develop their 
mind and their capacities in their 
own way, unless we have given them 
full scope for all of the imagination 

and originality that is in them.
Skipper Lynam, 1908

The following pages detail the activity 
offerings for Module 3: A New Year QUEST.  

Whatever Dragons aspire to do, QUEST will 
strive to cater for everyone, with breadth 
and variety at the heart of the programme.
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FAQs
All your questions 

answered.



Q  Classical Dragons
09.30-10.30 
Part 3 of this course is designed to help Dragons discover the founding 

myths and early history of Rome. We will cover the stories of Aeneas 

and Romulus, study the development of the early city, the seven Kings 

of Rome, the expulsion of Tarquinius Superbus and the founding of the 

Roman Republic with its associated stories. The final week will involve 

creating an acted version of one of the early Roman myths or legends.

Q  Dragon Quills
09.30-10.30 
They say the pen is mightier than the sword and Dragon Quills is 

a chance for the children to let their pens do the talking through 

calligraphy design. Dragons will learn the skills and techniques for 

positioning and inscribing words to create beautiful designs that show 

off their creative flair. There is no need to worry about handwriting and 

presentation as you will learn the tricks to turn your hand to modern 

calligraphy whatever your skill set. 

Quiet & Question
A cognitive and intellectually stimulating 
focus, discovering new material to 
challenge the mind...

9.30 Classical Dragons
9.30 Dragon Quills
11.00 Expressive Dragons
11.00 Worldly Dragons
CQ Dragon Writers

76

Q

NEW

NEW



9

Q  Worldly Dragons
11.00-12.00 
A current affairs club covering events around the world in a language 

that is accessible for children. With the help of different media platforms, 

this is sure to make children more curious about the world they live in, 

highlighting its mysteries and wonders. Exploring news in politics, sport, 

arts and entertainment, our budding journalists will show their skills and 

understanding through various press releases and articles. 

Q  Expressive Dragons
11.00-12.00 
The purpose of this course is to explore possibilities through a series 

of exercises de-signed to get children thinking more broadly about 

the creative process, from ‘why’ to ‘how’. As well as taking a holistic 

look at their own work, they will look at fa-mous works across a broad 

range of disciplines and explore how the artist/composer/architect/

choreographer arrived where they did.

Q  Dragon Writers
Conquest 
Dragon Writers will inspire children to love words, both reading and 

writing, by teaching creative English outdoors. As they explore their 

surroundings they become bolder with their ideas and their expression. 

The sessions have natural themes involving creative tasks connected 

with animal and plant life, seasons and weather but of course there is a 

whole world of magic and make-believe to explore as well - time travel, 

growing and shrinking, being invisible and meet-ing strange creatures - it 

all happens in Dragon Writers!
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U  Culinary Dragons
09.30-10.30 (D Block)   11.00-12.00 (E Block)
Under the expert guidance of Holroyd Howe’s cookery teacher, QUEST 

is delighted to introduce a double helping of Culinary Dragons giving 

a unique insight into the tricks of the culinary trade. Not only will the 

children learn about the origins and versatility of various ingredients, 

they will explore how different cultures around the world embrace food 

using their own unique dishes and customs, focusing on a different 

recipe each week.

U  Dragons Rock
09.30-10.30 
Building on the phenomenon that is ‘School of Rock’, Dragons can take 

part in band sessions and develop musical skills alongside their friends 

to perform as a tight and dynamic group of musicians. Coached by 

industry professionals, discovering how to perform classic hits as part of 

a band is a rock ‘n’ roll experience not to be missed.

U  Crafty Dragons
09.30-10.30 
The best presents are the personal gifts that have had time and care 

put into their making. Crafty Dragons is an opportunity for children to 

show their ingenuity and enjoy engaging in some fun and creative craft 

activities, producing beautiful handcrafted gifts. From book marks to tie-

dye, these can be kept as wonderful souvenirs or be presented to friends 

and family as thoughtful bespoke gifts.
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#DiscoverDevelopDare

Understand & Create
A chance to get creative juices flowing, 
develop artistic or culinary skills, or take 
to the stage...

9.30 Culinary Dragons (D)
9.30 Dragons Rock
9.30 Crafty Dragons 
11.00 Culinary Dragons (E)
11.00 Dragon TV
11.00 Dragon Hits
11.00 Fire Breathing DragonsNEW

U



U  Dragon TV
11.00-12.00 
The Dragon has a tremendous relationship with TV and film, with many ODs 

going on to receive theatrical acclaim on many platforms, both in front of 

and behind the camera lens. Discover the art of filmmaking in this fun, hands 

on and highly creative course. Whether interested in acting, directing, filming 

or editing, this course will give you the full filmmaking experience from script 

to screen, finishing the module with your own completed video clips to take 

home and watch.

U  Dragon Hits
11.00-12.00 
Perhaps the band life is not for everyone and a career as a recording artist is 

more appealing. Dragons can learn to write, perform and record their own 

songs in the Dragon Recording Studio, developing specialist musical tech 

skills. Here they can dare to take an idea all the way from poem to finished 

pop product, uploading it to the web for all to enjoy. Imagine Dragons, that 

first record label could be just around the corner!

U  Fire Breathing Dragons
11.00-12.00 
“Where there is smoke, there is fire”? In our case, where there is smoke, there 

will be Dragons. On this QUEST, children will set forth creating traditional 

Japanese Raku ware! Each child will explore several different hand building 

ceramic techniques and glazing processes. For the grand finale, the work 

will be fired in the old school Raku way. Yes, there will be smoke, but the end 

result will be beautiful handmade works of art adorned with unpredictable 

glazing results.
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E  Dragon Scavengers
09.30-10.30 
Dragon Scavengers involves all the fun of a scavenger hunt; finding clues 

and objects whilst also learning some of the skills of orienteering - how 

to recognise map symbols, read a map and use a compass. Children 

will race against others to find their way from clue to clue, sometimes 

following a map and sometimes using their skills of ingenuity. Their hunt 

will take them around the school site and to other local settings in the 

hopes that their final clue will lead them to the end of the rainbow!

E  Dragons in the Wild
11.00-12.00 
Dragons are at their best in the wild, mixing creative flair with innate 

adventure. Here, the children will learn the arts of bush craft, uncovering 

and exploring what nature has to offer right on their doorstep. From 

building dens to identifying lesser known ’bush tucker’, Dragons in the 

Wild is sure to foster a curiosity of their surroundings!

E  Dragon Antlers
Conquest
Founded in 2017, Church Farm in nearby Sunningwell has been 

specially established as a leading Red Deer Farm with state-of-the-art 

handling facilities. This wonderful facility allows great opportunities for 

learning that Dragons would love to embrace. Alongside general deer 

husbandry, it promotes a better understanding and appreciation of the 

issues concerning the countryside including: agriculture, rural affairs, the 

environment. With over 350 deer to observe and admire, this is a great 

opportunity to learn about one of Britain’s best loved mammals.

Exploration & 
Adventure
Encouraging Dragons to dare to go 
beyond their comfort zone, outdoors or 
into a nature project...

9.30 Dragon Scavengers
11.00 Dragons in the Wild
CQ Dragon Antlers*
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Skills & Society
Learn new lifelong skills, help the 
community and make a difference to the 
lives of others...

9.30 Dragon Stitchers
9.30 Magic Dragons
11.00 Dragon Pals
CQ Bikeability Dragons

S
S  Dragon Stitchers

09.30-10.30 
Everyone loves a little knitted treat and this activity will allow the 

children to be creative with wool, embroidery, threads and fabrics.

The group will learn how to create simple toys and accessories; 

mastering the basics of knitting and stitching and using their 

imagination to create unique projects. Knitting is back and very cool!

S  Magic Dragons
09.30-10.30 
Ever wanted to make your teacher disappear? Well now’s your chance. 

Step aside Siegfried and Roy, move along Penn and Teller, and please 

welcome to the stage the Marvellous Mr CJ! This activity will see 

the children learning first about the history of magic and the great 

magicians who went before them. After which they will start to develop 

their sleight of hand, card technique, mind reading and escapology. 

Once these new skills have been firmly established the children will 

work in groups to prepare, rehearse and finally perform their very own 

magic show.

NEW



S  Dragon Pals
11.00-12.00 
For Skipper Lynam, a crucial part of educating Dragons was giving 

them opportunities to understand and appreciate the world beyond 

their immediate community: ‘We have failed, unless we have... made [a 

child’s] heart beat with the heart of mankind’. Dragon Pals will enable 

children to develop skills of empathy, communication and creativity 

whilst also making a difference to the lives of others. Through the charity 

Post Pals, set up to brighten the lives of sick children, we will create cards, 

letters and small gifts to send to seriously ill children across the UK, 

aiming to spread a little Dragon kindness nation-wide.

S  Bikeability Dragons
Conquest 
Bikeability is today’s cycle training for the 21st Century. Based 

on the government approved National Standards for cycle 

training, it will help Dragons gain practical cycle skills and 

understanding on how to cycle on today’s roads giving them 

the skills and confidence for all kinds of cycling. Led by the 

Road Safety Education Team at Oxfordshire County Council’s 

Fire & Rescue Service, Bikeability delivers wide-ranging and 

long-lasting benefits to children, families and communities.

Only eligible to children aged 9 years and above. 
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T  High Intensity Dragons
09.30-10.30
A high energy fitness class perfect for high energy Dragons from total 

beginners to high intensity pros. This sports inspired cardio workout 

focuses on combining athletic movements like running and jumping, 

with strength exercises such as push ups and squats. The best thing 

about Dragon HIIT is that the moves are choreographed to high energy, 

uplifting music and will ensure that you have loads of fun, as well as 

improving your fitness at the same time.

T  Aquatic Dragons
09.30-10.30 (E Block)   11.00-12.00 (D Block)
Aquatic Dragons is an opportunity to develop water confidence and 

competence in the school’s 25m pool through a variety of activities and 

challenges. No two weeks are ever the same, apart from guaranteed fun 

and fitness. There will be challenges to test team work, technique and 

problem solving capabilities as the Dragons work to conquer the water. 

T  Dragon Arrows
11.00-12.00
Have you ever yearned to be Robin Hood, or the famous Swiss folklore 

hero William Tell? If so, then Dragon Arrows is the Quest activity for 

you. While we won’t necessarily be shooting apples off each other’s 

heads...we will be learning the basics of archery (using soft sucker 

arrows), participating in a variety of archery-related fitness games and 

developing skills designed to improve both your bow skills, and your 

general fitness. Dragon Arrows is a Quest activity aimed primarily at 

beginners, but those with some experience are welcome too.

2120

Train & Play
An energetic option and a chance to 
learn new disciplines beyond the Games 
Programme...

9.30 High-Intensity Dragons
9.30 Aquatic Dragons (E)
11.00 Dragon Arrows
11.00 Aquatic Dragons (D)
CQ Reining Dragons*
CQ Dragon Putters*

NEW

* Denotes additional charge.
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Contact

Tim Knapp
Director of Dragon QUEST

E: timothy.knapp@dragonschool.org

www.dragonschool.org/quest
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T  Reining Dragons
Conquest 
Dragons riding horses sounds like a fairy-tale and this is the chance to make it 

become reality. Here, the children can discover and develop a love of horses, 

through the mediums of polo and equestrian. An activity for all levels and 

riding experience, this is an opportunity to harness and build upon the recent 

growth and success of the Dragon Polo Club in one of the country’s finest 

equestrian centres.

T  Dragon Putters
Conquest 
The Dragon has a long history of golf with the Draconian first referencing 

the sport in 1912. Through QUEST, that legacy can continue as Dragons of 

all abilities have the chance to develop their game at one of Oxfordshire’s 

finest golf courses. Under the watchful eye of PGA Professional and Kirtlington 

Academy manager, Andy Taylor, the children will have expert advice on how 

to improve their swing and finesse their putting, as well as tactical game 

management and course etiquette.



Sign-up for QUEST takes place in SOCS via the Parent Portal.

QUEST morning runs from 9:30 to 12:00. Dragons can sign up for 

activities in the two different sessions, or opt for one of the longer, 

“Conquest” activities.

Joining The QUEST

1  Log in to the Parent Portal

2  Select “Co-Curricular”

3  Select “Activities”

4  Choose “Set Preferences”

QUEST sign-up is not first-come, first-served. After the sign-up 

window closes, places will be allocated by an algorithm which 

is designed to allocate as many children as possible to their first-

choice activities. 

Once the window is closed and places are allocated, it will be 

possible to sign up for any activities where places remain using the 

same system as outlined above; this additional booking will run on 

a first-come, first-served basis.
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QUEST Awards
The QUEST Award Scheme shares its goals with 

the QUEST programme: recognising achievements 

and interests across different skills and strands.

To earn a QUEST Award, a pupil needs to complete at least one 

module from each of the five strands during a School year. The 

first time they do this, they will earn a Bronze Award, the second 

time will be Silver, and third time around is the Gold.

A pupil who completed five modules from a single strand 

could also earn a “Specialist QUEST” award, recognising their 

commitment to that strand.

Bronze
1 year

Silver
2 years

Gold
3 years

One Module From All Five Strands

25



Quiet & Question
9.30 Classical Dragons
9.30 Dragon Quills
11.00 Worldly Dragons
11.00 Expressive Dragons
CQ Dragon Writers

Understand & Create
9.30 Culinary Dragons (D)
9.30 Crafty Dragons 
9.30 Dragons Rock
11.00 Culinary Dragons (E) 
11.00 Dragon TV
11.00 Dragon Hits
11.00 Fire Breathing Dragons

Exploration & Adventure
9.30 Dragon Scavengers
11.00 Dragons in the Wild
CQ Dragon Antlers*

Skills & Society
9.30 Dragon Stitchers
9.30 Magic Dragons
11.00 Dragon Pals
CQ Bikeability Dragons ‡

Train & Play
9.30 High-Intensity Dragons
9.30 Aquatic Dragons (E)
11.00 Dragon Arrows
11.00 Aquatic Dragons (D)
CQ Reining Dragons*
CQ Dragon Putters*

Specific details for each activity can be 
found on the SOCS sign-up pages. The 
school reserves the right to alter the activity 
programme if necessary. 
* Denotes additional charge.
‡ Eligible to children aged 9 years and above. 

Choose your own QUEST...
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