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After a very busy and productive few weeks we have reached the half term break. I am sure we are all 
hoping for an opportunity to take some well-earned rest over the next fortnight. When we return, 

the clocks will have changed and we will be straight into the shorter days and darker evenings as winter 
approaches. Before we even notice, the countdown to Christmas will be well under way!

In the Classroom
I continue to be impressed by the engagement of our young Dragons 
when I visit classrooms on my regular learning walks, and on these 
occasions I always seem to learn something new. This week, our e Block 
Dragons took spelling tests in english to consolidate their recent 
vocabulary learning, while in Art lessons they have been looking at 
colour palette designs and learning about warm and cold colours. on a 
similar theme, B Block Art students have been studying architecture this 
week, and designing and constructing buildings out of paper, whilst A 
Block have been considering the work of the early 20th century German 
photographer karl Blossfeldt, with particular focus on his use of light and 
shade. This week I also gained an understanding of the ‘Bow Tie and 
Simplify’ and the ‘keep, Change, flip’ techniques which the A Block are 
using in their Maths lessons when engaged in sums involving fractions. 
our senior students have also been keeping fit, as A Block are learning 
how to play volleyball with an emphasis on communication skills and 
working as a team, and B Block are working on a variety of fitness 
components, including agility, decision-making and reaction times.

Whilst our Maths Scholars were busy solving a series of equations from 
past senior school scholarship papers, Middle School pupils in C Block 
were practising ratios and proportions, such as seeing how 16:12 can 
also be expressed as 4:3. C Block Dragons have also been busy in Music, 
learning about musical structure and form, recognising binary form, 
ternary form, and rondo form (with a little help from a rather catchy 
song!). A busy week for C Block has also seen them discussing global 
population trends and how these link to levels of development. The D 
Block have also been enjoying Geography this week, continuing their 
outdoor fieldwork, assessing the environmental quality of the school site. 
Having completed their ‘microclimates’ data collection last week, A Block 
have similarly been developing their fieldwork skills by writing up their 
investigations and results.

At the Weekend
The first module of our highly successful QUEST programme concluded 
on Saturday with some of the many highlights being filmed, including 
musical and dance performances, as well as a trip to the Ashmolean 
Museum for our Classical Dragons. The Boarders also enjoyed a fun-filled  
 

 
Sunday afternoon of Halloween activities. They made some spectacular 
decoupage pumpkins and are now looking forward to the ‘Dragon 
Cinema’ experience on the Sunday after half-term.

Assembly
In this week’s Assembly we considered the theme of ‘Influence’ and 
thought about who influences us and why. Recognising that Greta 
Thunberg was named the ‘most influential person of 2019’, we reflected 
on the fact that influence can be achieved by people of any age, but also 
carries great responsibility. We also considered what kind of influence we 
might be on those around us and reminded ourselves to be more aware 
of those moments in our lives where we are being influenced. 

Thank you
on these pages I have often expressed my thanks to the hardworking 
Dragon staff who, in recent months, have had to rise to the most 
extraordinary challenges. As we come to the half term break, my gratitude 
is extended once again to every member of staff for their tireless 
commitment to our school. our teachers, boarding staff, administrative 
and support staff have risen to the challenges of the first half of this term 
with energy and positivity, and have ensured that all our young Dragons 
have enjoyed an exciting and inspiring start to the academic year. Another 
group of colleagues who work largely behind the scenes, but whose 
contribution is invaluable, is the estates Team of groundsmen, maintenance 
staff, and cleaners. Their enormous efforts at this extraordinary time have 
also been a vitally important part of keeping our school fully operational. 
finally, I am indebted to the staff of the Dragon Health Centre, who have 
worked with exceptional dedication and professionalism in helping to 
keep our community safe in these challenging times. 

Thank you all for your support of our school this term, and I do hope 
that you are able to enjoy a safe, peaceful and restful half term. I very 
much look forward to welcoming your children back to the Dragon after 
the break. 
 
With all best wishes
 
Crispin Hyde-Dunn

Dear Parents
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Notices 

Discovering the Dragon
We hosted a Virtual open Morning on Saturday and it was wonderful to be joined 
by families from the Uk and around the world. We have developed some new 
resources to help families to ‘Discover the Dragon’ and wanted to share these with 
current pupils and parents too.
our new promotional film, which showcases different types of Dragons (with 
voiceover by Head of Drama, Mr Ward) was premiered. Thanks again to all the 
children who were involved in the filming days at the end of the summer.  We hope 
that you all enjoy the end result.
An interactive map on the website now allows people to explore the School remotely. 
Click on an area of interest and watch a short virtual tour where pupils act as guides 
(as at a traditional open Day). Dragon school Facilities & grounds

the Draconian Delivery
As the first half of Christmas Term comes 
to a close today, this year’s issue of The 
Draconian will have made its way into the 
hands of our young Dragons. our recent 
A Block leavers, now #oldDragons, can 
expect their copies to arrive in the 
post over the coming weeks. We do 
hope you enjoy reading The Draconian 
2019/2020.

halloWeen halF terM art coUrse  
one day art course exploring the theme of 
Halloween for Year 3 Dragons. older siblings 
are welcomed.
october 30th 9:30am - 3:00pm
St Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road, oX2 6TW
If interested email:
phoebe@orangedotstudio.com

save yoUr shoeboxes 
following the amazing success of last year’s 
shoebox collection, when the Dragon 
community filled a truck with 215 shoeboxes 
of presents after half term, we will be 
repeating the project. This year, we hope to 
distribute the boxes within the local area, to 
those children who may not otherwise receive 
a Christmas present. Please do start to collect 
empty shoeboxes and await further 
instructions on how you can get involved in 
this wonderful project.

abseiling For charity
We wish freddie in B Block the best of luck for 
his abseil down Magdalen Tower tomorrow in 
aid of charity. Here is the link to his fundraising 
page: Freddie’s Just giving Page
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Pre-Prep News
In the Pre-Prep, the children have been working hard in the classroom, 
recognising the importance of the placeholder digit 0, looking at 
number bonds to 5 and learning more in PSHee about how to make 
healthy choices. There was also some reassuring news for Reception 
children as it appears that Mummy owl has returned! Ma McNeile 
spotted evidence of a nest being built in the back playground, with 
owl feathers and twisted sticks and a lot of scattered bird food, 
prompting the children to believe that Mummy owl had seen their 
posters around the school grounds and finally returned to care for her 
little owlets. 
In Year 1, letters have written to Greebo the Alien including details 
about our brains, bones and growth. The children are really hoping he 
writes back! They have been investigating how muscles work, as well 
as conducting an experiment on our sense of touch using warm and 
cold water. The children made some great predictions and observations 

and really enjoyed sharing 
their findings and discovering 
that our bodies are amazing.
Year 2 have been working as 
writers to create descriptive 
poems using alliteration, 
interesting verbs, and 
powerful adjectives. 
In Maths, Year 3 have 
looked at column addition 
using regrouping and in 
english they learned about fronted adverbials and synonyms.  
The children have loved exploring dictionaries and making their 
writing interesting using ambitious vocabulary. They have also enjoyed 
their Games sessions, despite the awful weather on Monday!

soMe More FroM oUr FUrry FrienDs
Now that the seasons are changing and the temperature is 
dropping, the Reception children have been making bird feeders 
to hang around the school grounds to keep the local birds fed and 
happy in this colder weather. They also each made one to take 
home to hang in their own gardens too! 

3...2...1....blast oFF!
Year 2 have ventured to space this half term, exploring meteor showers, 
the timeline of space explorers and NASA’s very own human computers, 
such as katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson. 2TC 
have taken this topic home to create replicas of Apollo 11, the 
International Space Station headquarters and their very own rocket 
designs! Astronaut Tim Peake 
was so impressed with 
Amelia’s he tweeted her to 
give her a huge thumbs up 
on her amazing rocket 
design. 

tUDor Week
Year 3 were transported back to Tudor Times to mark the end of the 
fantastic half term we have had studying the Tudors. The children and 
staff all came to school dressed up in an array of costumes, including 
kings and Queens, servants and even an executioner! They were 
treated to Tudor dancing, Tudor art, they learnt about Tudor music, 
and had a Tudor Maths session to name but a few. They enjoyed a 
Tudor feast together at lunch where they ate chicken legs, pork pies, 
plums and bread; it was a royal Tudor feast. We shared a Tudor story 
about Henry VII and Prince edward, based on real facts from history, 
combined into a fictional story about the Prince, Cook and Cunning 
king. A great day was had by all. Well done Year 3.
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DrAgon QUEST
The inaugural module of Dragon QUEST 
concluded on Saturday with many of the 
activities using the final session of this half 
term to bring the learning from the 
previous four weeks to a crescendo finish. 
This was certainly the case with the 
musicians in Rock and Hits who recorded 
their chart-topping masterpiece. The 
Dancers finished off their contemporary 
routine as the Classical Dragons ventured 
to the Ashmolean to explore ancient Greek 
artefacts. our Cultured Dragons visited 
some of the many film locations in oxford 
whilst the orienteers navigated their way 
around Cutteslowe Park. The Pedallers 
completed maintenance on some bikes 
ready to sell for charity and the Culinary 
Dragons finalised their menu by serving up 
pain au chocolat. The Reining Dragons 
played their first full chukka and the 
Banksy artists certainly left their mark on 
the school with some wonderful mosaics 
on the swimming pool patio. 
It has been a magnificent start to the 
school’s new Saturday morning enrichment 
curriculum and it has been wonderful to 
see so many children discover new 
opportunities, develop new skills and dare 
to try new experiences. The details of 
Module 2 have been circulated and 
hopefully Dragons across e and D Block 
are now looking forward to mapping out 
their next QUEST adventure.

Prep News
toDay We sUPPorteD hoMe clothes Day
The money raised today will go towards 
‘Building Schools in Africa’ to provide 
uniforms for children in parts of Africa who 
would not otherwise be able to afford the 
clothing which they need in order to attend 
school. Look out for the children enjoying 
their chance to give back on our social feed: 
@Dragonschooloxford

 
UPPer school Morning FUn
over the last couple of weeks, we have 
introduced a choice of sporting activities 
during one Upper School Tutor time per 
week, to encourage team work and to 
support physical health and mental wellbeing 
in our oldest pupils. The A and B Block have 
thoroughly enjoyed their games of Ultimate 
frisbee, Basketball, Mixed Netball and 
Dodgeball, and many of them have taken up 
the option of the “Morning Mile” as a chance 
to walk, jog or run laps of the fields. It’s been 
brilliant to see their energy and enthusiasm at 
the start of the school day, and we hope the 
weather will be kind enough to allow us to 
continue this initiative after Half Term.

variety shoW like no other
our Upper School Variety show took on a 
different form this year, with the entire show 
consisting of video submissions from pupils. 
The same diverse mix of Dance, Drama, 
Diablo and Music were on offer, just as if they 
were performing on the Lynam Hall stage. Mr. 
Phelps even book-ended the show with his 
usual kind encouragement, showing that the 
Drama department can still operate like its old 
self despite the obvious limitations. one 
notable change this year, however, was the 
inclusion of acts that we couldn’t normally 
stage in live performance, a remarkable 
example being Michael Astor turning back-
flips off a garden wall! each act was lovingly 
cut together by Ma de Wamrechies to make a 
professional and slick production. We would 
like to thank the contributions from the 
various staff members who made this possible 
and very much look forward to similar 
productions as the year progresses, including 
watching the Middle School have a go next 
term.

 

the reaDing corner With Ma 
McMeekin 
The National Archives has announced its first 
ever short story competition for school pupils, 
Workhouse Voices (400 - 450 words, for ages 
7-16).  To enter, children need to write ‘a 
short story that describes life in a Victorian 
workhouse or an experience of the Poor Law, 
drawing inspiration from the real people’ who 
wrote the letters in the new online collection 
from the National Archives.  The competition 
allows children to combine skills from english, 
History, and Art, e.g. imaginative and 
empathetic creative writing, research using 
authentic records, and artistic flair (the stories 
can be illustrated). Tips and resources 
specifically for the competition, along with 
entry information, are available here. Judges 
from the National Archives will be joined by 
children’s author Sharon Gosling (The 
Diamond Thief, The Golden Butterfly and 
The House of Hidden Wonders). The 
closing date  is the 30th November. Best of 
luck!
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https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/archive-experiences/workhouse-voices-creative-writing-competition/


Prep News continued

sPorts neWs 
on Saturday we saw the launch of the Dragon Super 7s Tournament 
for Upper School, which was followed by the Middle School event 
on Wednesday; both proved to be a resounding success.  It was 
fantastic to see the Dragon girls throw themselves wholeheartedly 
into the competition and showcase the skills that they have all been 
working so hard to develop in their training sessions. Teachers were 
watching all the matches closely to catch moments that were 
deemed worthy of bonus points.

Categories included: ‘Best Effort’, ‘Best Display of Sportsmanship’, 
‘Best Team Spirit’, ‘goal of the Day’ and ‘Skill of the Day’.
Congratulations to all the girls who participated and the current 
leaders in the respective tournaments are as follows:
U13 Blue - Terrific Tudgies
U13 Gold - Baugh’s Bulls
U12 Blue - Crook’s Cavaliers
U12 Gold - A 3-way tie between 
Turner’s Turbos, Jenkin Jaguars and 
Hunter’s Heroes!
U11 Blue - Wass’ Warriors
U11 Gold - Baugh’s Bulls 
U10 Blue - Terrific Tudgies 
U10 Gold - Hart’s Hornets

 
Preparations for the Autumn 
nations Cup are also in full 
swing.  The boys have coped 
extremely well with the 
introduction of Ready4Rugby 
and have shown a fantastic 
attitude in their practices so 
far.  We are very excited about 
the kick-off their competition 
after the Half Term break!

 

Thank you to all the children who have shown great perseverance 
and resilience in adapting to the amended sports provision. 
Thank you also to the parents for your continued patience and 
support as we all adjust to these challenging times.

follow the tournaments here:
      @dragonschooloxford

      @DragonsportFeed
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https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://twitter.com/DragonSportFeed
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool


Boarding News

Please visit our website www.dragonschool.org  
or contact Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford OX2 6SS  •  Tel: 01865 315400  

The Dragon School Trust Ltd is registered as a charity, no. 309676, and as a limited company, no. 524331 at the above address.

PUMPkin season
This week we have had some more Autumnal 
activities with pumpkins with our boarders. 
Inspired by creativity there have been some 
beautiful pieces carved and created to 
welcome Autumn. We do hope to see this 
over the Half term as they continue to enjoy 
crafts and creativity at home.

#DigitalDragons
The best way to keep up to date with 
Dragon life is to follow us on 
instagram, Facebook and twitter

Day boarDing trial night aFter 
halF terM
No.14 is the Dragon Junior Day Boarding House 
for e, D and C Block day children who choose 
to board on regular nights each week. We 
would be delighted to offer a trial night after 
half term to any e or D Block boy, who 
dependent on the success of his trial, may like 
to continue day boarding with us until the end 
of term. Unfortunately, we are unable to offer 
the same opportunity to girls as we currently 
have a waiting list for girls’ places. However, if 
you are interested in finding out more about 
the possibility of day boarding for your 
daughter, please get in touch and I will send 
you further details.
our boarding nights are currently arranged as 
follows:
E Block – Monday night
D Block – Tuesday/Wednesday
C Block – Thursday/Friday
Please get in touch with Ma blencowe if you 
would be interested in a trial night of boarding 
prior to taking up a regular day boarding place.

lonDon bUs
This week on the London Bus at Royal 
Albert Hall our Boarders enjoyed the sites 
before hopping on their journey. 

http://www.dragonschool.org
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG3slefvqYaTk0oYUD-Xwww%3Freload%3D9
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login%3Fsession_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fcompany%252Fthe-dragon-school-oxford%252Fabout
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford/
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
mailto:lucy.blencowe@dragonschool.org

