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With a little over a week until we break for half term in this, the longest of the three terms, the 
children’s energy and enthusiasm seem unabated.  Even some wet weather this week hasn’t 

dampened their spirits, judging by the happy playtime I can hear from my study! That same enthusiasm 
is to be found in the classrooms, where I have enjoyed spending time on my Learning Walks. 

B Block Science lessons have had a distinctly botanical theme this week 
as the children studied plants in their Biology classes, while in Geography 
they have considered the case for and against the expansion of 
Heathrow Airport. Unit assessments have taken place in Maths with a 
focus on algebra, and in Latin on key vocabulary, giving the pupils the 
chance to consolidate their learning to date. In Pe, D Block have 
expended some energy on the basketball court as they continue to 
learn the rules of this sport. Back in the classroom, in their Maths 
lessons pupils in D Block have been using number facts to complete 
complex multiplication and division operations, while also learning how 
to approximate numbers by rounding up or down. elsewhere, after 
collecting data last week on wind speeds and temperatures, A Block 
Geographers have been busy analysing their findings in this week’s 
lessons. 

As part of their curriculum lessons, pupils in Music are embarking on a 
daily listening journey to celebrate Black History Month, featuring a 
different composer or performer each day during october. They are 
greatly enjoying discovering new artists and appreciating their 
contribution to our musical landscape.

Saturday saw another busy morning of our exciting QUeST programme. 
our ‘Wild’ and ‘Twitching’ Dragons braved the elements as all good 
naturalists do, while the Pedallers assembled a bike from scratch and 
the Classicists created some wonderful Greek warrior shields. The 
farmers took a detour to visit medieval Boarstall Tower, whilst the 
Cultured Dragons experienced the wonders of the historic Covered 
Market on their journey onto oxford.

In other news, in my assembly this week we looked at different aspects 
of learning, and considered the importance of being lifelong learners. 
everyday experiences, travel, and encountering new people all provide 
us with opportunities to learn and to develop. We recognised that 
there are many different learning styles, and by drawing parallels with 
the animal kingdom, we considered how we can learn from animals as 
diverse as tortoises, bees, chameleons and even unicorns! We thought 
about and contrasted many types of learning, including imaginative, 
collaborative, slow-and-steady, and flexible learning, and we 
highlighted the fact that whatever our learning style, the most 
important element is a lifelong willingness to learn. 

As we come to the end of another school week, once again I would like 
to say how much I appreciate your continued support of all the 
measures we have implemented to ensure the safety and wellbeing of 
our school community at this time. Your cooperation is so important 
and greatly valued. our arrangements remain under constant review, 
and I am very pleased to report that we have now been able to reopen 
our swimming pool with some new safety measures in place. Young 
Dragons in after-school swim clubs can now start training again, and 
the Boarders are also taking the opportunity to swim in the evenings, 
which is proving to be a very popular activity. 

With the autumn leaves now starting to turn their characteristic 
beautiful colours, I hope you are able to enjoy some time outside this 
weekend, and I look forward to seeing you and your children next 
week, as we approach our half-term break.
 
With all best wishes
 
Crispin Hyde-Dunn

Dear Parents
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Abseiling for ChArity
freddie in B Block is abseiling down 
Magdalen Tower on october 17th in aid 
of Charity. He’s never abseiled before so 
this will be quite a challenge, but he 
really wants to make a difference and 
raise money for those less fortunate than 
himself. freddie’s Just giving Page

Notices 

home Clothes DAy At the PreP sChool on friDAy 16th oCtober
Next friday, the children will be invited to make a voluntary donation of £1 in exchange 
for wearing casual clothes. In order to avoid the handling of money in school, the £1 
donations will be deducted from the school bill. 
The money raised will go towards ‘Building Schools in Africa’. This charity, alongside a 
range of positive work, provides uniforms for children in parts of Africa who would not 
otherwise be able to afford the clothing which they need in order to attend school. They 
are hoping that, through Dragon students coming to school without their uniforms, 
children supported by these charities will be able to have new uniforms of their own. 
Last year the money raised for Building Schools Africa resulted in building a latrine with 
hand washing facilities at Batoke Primary School, Africa. A message from the charity for 
the students about the results can be seen here on instagram.
In terms of guidance as to what children 
should wear, we are hoping that children will 
come to school casually dressed but aware of 
the fact that, even in their own clothes, they 
are still acting as representatives of the 
school. We are also hoping that all children 
will be practically dressed for the day’s 
lessons, wearing weather appropriate 
clothing, sensible footwear, and tying their 
hair up. If your child has Pe on that day, they 
will still have the option of wearing their 
own clothes, but their clothes must be 
suitable for them to wear whilst participating 
in a sports lesson.

young Artists
Arabella who is in Reception currently has her 
art work exhibiting online within the children’s 
award finalists (15s and under) category of 
Uk and International emerging Artist Award, 
Visual Art open. She did the drawing when 
she was 4 years and three months old and 
now she is 4 and a half. You can view all the 
finalists’ artwork here: young Artists

hAlloWeen hAlf term Art Course
An one day art course exploring the theme of Halloween for Year 3 
Dragons. older siblings are welcomed.
october 30th 9:30-3:00pm
St Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road, oX2 6TW
If interested email: phoebe@orangedotstudio.com

lAnguAges At the DrAgon
extra Language Lessons Available for Pupils at 
the Prep School
1:1 Mandarin and Spanish extra language 
lessons available during activities and after-
school. If parents are interested, please 
contact mr James.
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Pre-Prep News
This week, Reception children have been taking part in a ‘shared 
write’, composing a letter to Mummy owl imploring her to return 
to the hole in the tree to feed her babies. The letters have been 
hung in the trees around school, and the children are very much 
hoping she might read them! Made in the creative sessions, fun 
cardboard tube owls using multicoloured tissue and googly eyes 
now sit in classrooms. They have also enjoyed practising their ball 
handling skills in the games lessons, learning to throw and catch a 
variety of different sized balls.

In Literacy, Year 1 children have been exploring the format used 
when writing a letter and will compose their own letters to Greebo 
the alien robot next week. The children have also been thinking 

carefully about what makes a sentence, and during their dictation 
exercise they were able to apply their skills of punctuation and 
finger spacing to their writing. The robot theme continued by 
building their own unique robots and in ICT this week and next, 
they are creating an algorithm to program the Beebot robots.
 
As Historians, Year 2 have been using clues about Mae Jemison’s life 
to discover more about her impressive skills as a dancer, doctor, 
astronaut and even children’s author! They have been learning 
about her vital role in the development of Space Science and writing 
questions for Mae, which we have since emailed to her and await 
our response with excitement.

leArning more About some furry frienDs 
The highlight of this week in Reception was undoubtedly the visit 
from Jason at falconry Uk. He gave a very informative talk about 
each of the five birds of prey he brought with him, including two 
amazing owls. The children impressed Jason with their knowledge 
of owls and their habitats as well as learning some more 
interesting owl facts from him. Did you know that baby owlets 
sleep on their tummies or that 
the colour of an owl’s eyes 
indicates whether they are 
nocturnal or diurnal? As well 
as seeing the birds up close, 
the children also had an 
opportunity to dissect some 
owl pellets to find out what 
they have been eating. A few 
lucky children also got to 
stand underneath the large 
eagle owl from Africa, whilst 
it flapped its wings above 
their heads, and whispers of 
‘oooh’ and ‘wow’, echoed 
around the room!

Year 1 have been busy getting their 
hands stuck in to their Topic work 
this week, quite literally! They have 
thought in more detail during class 
discussions about how their bodies 
work, and then have begun 
investigating how their bodies process 
temperature. They made predictions 
and recorded their personal evaluation 
at the end of the warm and cold-
water experiment. Most children were 
very intrigued by the outcome and 
eager to investigate even more.

Year 2 have been using their observational skills in Science. We 
discussed the importance of a balanced diet and explored what 
effect different types of liquid could have on our bodies, especially 
our teeth. This led to an eggciting eggsperiment. The children 
observed what happened to six different brown eggs (representing 
teeth) when left in different liqiuds for three days. The results were 
alarming! Year 2 noticed that the acid in vinegar and orange juice 
started to dissolve the egg shell. The eggs in coffee, squash and 
coke changed colour and some of the shells began to break away. 
The egg in water remained unchanged. We concluded that water 
is the healthiest drink for our bodies and the others had to be 
enjoyed in moderation.
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Prep News

internAtionAl lAnguAges Assembly
Here at the Dragon we celebrated Languages 
this week. Although the children have not been 
traveling, language is a great tool to learn 
about different cultures and celebrate the 
diverse cultures within the school. Nine pupils 
from A Block who come from countries ranging 
from Thailand and Italy to Mexico and Lithuania 
presented in their home languages. They shared 
their handy tips for travelling abroad and 
emphasised the importance of learning other 
languages. To finish the assembly we had a 
young Dragon playing the organ beautifully.

the reADing Corner With mA mCmeekin 
The Story Museum, in the heart of oxford, is holding a series of 
special events over half term. 
Sunday Story Making (until 29th November) is aimed at anyone 
aged 8-10 who ‘loves to tell, write, and create stories’. The 
workshop begins with storytelling and it can involve music, magic, 
and arts and crafts. 
Thursday Thrillers Club (until 26th November) is for ages 11-13 
with a similar love of creative writing and storytelling, and it too 
can involve a variety of artistic forms. 
 
 
 

 
There are also two themed family walks: Spells and Magic (until 
25th october) and the enticingly named Dragons and fireworks 
walk (1st-22nd November). 
for visits to explore literary worlds in the galleries, only the 
downstairs ones are currently open, Thursdays to Sundays, for 
specific time slots. Tickets for these, and for the special events, 
need to be purchased in advance. Please see here for further details 
https://www.storymuseum.org.uk/whats-on. If pupils do some 
creative writing over half term, we would love to hear about it.

sPorts neWs 
This weekend sees the return of competitive 
Sport at Dragon with the launch of two 
exciting internal competitions. The Upper 
School Girls will play the first round of the 
Dragon Super 7s and the Upper School Boys 
will begin their preparations for the Dragon 
Autumn Nations Cup. The Middle School 
Children will begin their events next week. 
The focus these tournaments will very much 
be placed on enjoyment and participation. 
every child in Middle and Upper School will be 
involved, which is a glowing testament of our 
continued commitment to “Sport for all”.
Parents can follow the news and support 
competitions here: 
Instagram: @dragonschooloxford
Twitter: @Dragonsportfeed
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Boarding News

#DigitAlDrAgons
The best way to keep up to date with Dragon life is 
to follow us on instagram, facebook and twitter

Please visit our website www.dragonschool.org  
or contact Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford OX2 6SS  •  Tel: 01865 315400  

The Dragon School Trust Ltd is registered as a charity, no. 309676, and as a limited company, no. 524331 at the above address.

In Charlbury House and Stradlings House we celebrated the Moon 
festival. We learnt about the Moon festival, ate some delicious Moon 
Cakes and then made some lanterns. everyone drew pictures of our 
wishes for the coming year and these lanterns are now decorating the 
boys’ room in Charlbury House.

DAy boArDing
No.14 is the Dragon Junior Day Boarding House for e, D and C block 
day children who choose to board on regular nights each week. We still 
have a few remaining boys’ places to fill for e and D blockers only, and 
one girl’s place. Regrettably we are unable to offer flexible boarding at 
the moment due to accommodating our regular day boarders in year 
group bubbles. our boarding nights are currently arranged as follows:
E block – Monday night
D block – Tuesday/Wednesday
C block – Thursday/Friday
Please get in touch with ma blencowe if you would be interested in 
taking up a regular day boarding place. We would be happy to discuss 
a trial night.

The girls in No.28 love getting crafty after 
school, and this past week has been no 
different. In order to welcome in Autumn, 
they spent some time creating their very 
own paper pumpkins with Ma Nicole’s 
help. The girls showed resilience when their pumpkin ‘carving’ went a 
little awry but great teamwork too in helping each other create these 
visual masterpieces!
This coming weekend the Boarders have some more exciting Halloween 
Activities in store on Sunday. We look forward to seeing what they 
create!

The weekend started on a high for No. 26 girls, as they were treated 
to a traditional afternoon tea, as a celebration for earning 26 points 
as part of the House target. Points were awarded for acts of 
kindness, including being polite and helpful to staff, offering help 
to someone in need and giving complements. for the occasion, the 
girls’ room was transformed to include a banquet table with fresh 
flowers, bunting and many delicious goodies. Ma Liv baked a spiced 
apple cake, the girls baked scones which they enjoyed 
with clotted cream and strawberry 
jam, and there was also tea, hot 
chocolate, sandwiches, crudités and 
hummus, flapjacks and brownies. 
Their next target is to earn 26 points 
for being organised and when they 
achieve it, the girls will be able to 
select another treat from their 
reward jar - who knows how we’ll be 
celebrating next time!
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