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I do hope you and your children enjoyed the exeat weekend and the opportunity it provided for some 
rest and relaxation after a successful first three weeks of school. 

Dragon Sale and End of Term
The effects of Covid-19 inevitably continue to have an impact on school 
life, and you will have seen in a communication earlier this week that, 
with much sadness, we have had to cancel this year’s Dragon Sale on 
Saturday 12th December. This means that the end of term date has now 
changed and the children will now be finishing school on Friday 11th 
December at 12.15pm – 12.30pm. Further details explaining collection 
arrangements will be shared nearer the time. Please be assured that any 
boarding children who cannot be collected on Friday 11th can be 
accommodated until the morning of Saturday 12th December. Although 
the ‘in person’ Sale is not possible this year, we are very hopeful it might 
be possible to hold a virtual Sale at some point, and the Sale Committee 
is hard at work considering all options. In the mean time we thank you 
for your continued support of this enormously successful annual 
fundraiser, which benefits a wide variety of charities.

Communications between Home and School
Your children’s tutors and subject teachers are always happy to hear 
from parents, and you will always receive a response to your emails. 
However, please do bear in mind that for much of the day, colleagues 
are engaged directly with teaching and supervising the children, so for 
non-urgent communications, there may be a delay of up to 24 hours 
before you receive a reply. For urgent matters please do contact the 
School Office where staff will be able to prioritise prompt attention to 
your communication. Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 

Learning Walks
My Learning Walks each week are always very interesting and 
informative, and are a useful way for me to see the children at work. 
This week I visited several B Block classrooms: in French the children 
have been undertaking grammar assessments, whilst in German they 
are learning some Bavarian dialect, and Latin lessons have been 
focusing on complex verb endings. In History, young Dragons were 
using primary and secondary sources to assess the events of the Boston 
Tea Party, and in English they were discussing the book The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas and assessing Maria’s character in the story. 

In C Block Maths, the pupils have been working on their problem-
solving, while other Middle School Dragons have been focusing on 

‘place value’ in the number system. The Music school currently has the 
‘B Block Blues’ as they study this musical style and learn to play 12-bar 
blues on the ukulele! Geography lessons have taken place outdoors 
where A Block have been taking temperature and wind speed readings, 
and D Block have been conducting sensory fieldwork to get to know 
the school site better. In English the different year-groups are focusing 
on developing descriptive language, using imagery and descriptive 
techniques to create vivid settings and vibrant characters. The children 
are looking forward to National Poetry Day on 1st October, when they 
will be applying some of these techniques. 
 
Meanwhile at the Pre-Prep, the Reception class enjoyed a “show and tell” 
session on the topic of their favourite dinosaurs, with Tyrannosaurus Rex 
featuring particularly highly in the ratings! During Form time, one Year 3 
class were exploring the topic of jousting in the Tudor period, whilst another 
Year 3 class were preparing for a spelling test in English, and learning about 
the use of apostrophes in order to contract words. Throughout this term, 
Pre-Prep children have also been ‘eating the rainbow’, enjoying lunches 
incorporating food of different rainbow colours. 
 
Assembly 
At Bardwell Road this week’s Assembly focused on the challenge to be 
honest, fair, and true to ourselves, and to act with integrity even when 
there might be a temptation to cheat. Whether on the sports field, or 
in the classrooms or boarding houses, we all need to be confident that 
we have behaved with integrity. Mr Startin gave examples from 
different Olympic Games where people had acted with courage and 
integrity and gone on to achieve success in their fields. The posters 
around our school, displaying the words Discipline, Courage, Respect, 
Honesty, Integrity, and Fairness, help to reinforce the importance of 
behaving in this way, even in small everyday matters. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of our A Block parents at the virtual 
Parents’ Forum on Saturday morning, and I wish you all a happy and 
peaceful weekend.
 
With all best wishes
 
Crispin Hyde-Dunn

Dear Parents
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Notices 

OXFORD SCHOOLS BUS PARTNERSHIP (OSBP)
In the interests of reducing traffic congestion and environmental 
impact, we encourage families to sign up to the OSBP which is a 
collaboration of seven Oxford schools providing a bespoke transport 
service for their pupils. There is an extensive network covering the 
surrounding areas and the young Dragons are safely escorted to and 
from the buses at Bardwell Road. The buses have a tracking facility which enables parents 
to check progress against timetable.

For your reassurance, there are extensive measures in place to make the service as Covid-
safe as possible. There are hand sanitisers at the bus entrance, each child has their own 
allocated seat, children over 11 wear face coverings on board and the buses are ‘fogged’ 
every evening.

For full details of the routes and how to sign up please visit the OSBP website. Please 
note that Route 5 (towards Wheatley and Watlington) now operates in line with timings 
at the Dragon.

CHARITY DRAGONS
This week we are celebrating a great 
fundraising initiative by Ellie, a brave  
B Blocker. Read on for her story in her  
own words…
 
“I had heard about the Little Princess Trust (a 
charity that make real-hair wigs for children 
devastated by cancer) and the amazing work 
they do. I felt I had to contribute in some way, 
so I cut off my hair to donate and be made 
into a wig.
 
I’ve always had very long hair … now it’s  
very short and I’ve found out it’s a lot colder 
with a crop cut!
 
Then, I saw how much it costs the charity to 
actually make each wig (over £550) and I 
decided to set up a Just Giving page to help 
raise funds. I‘ve loved reading all the messages 
of support on the page and seeing all the 

money go to such a great charity has made  
it all worthwhile!
 
The charity relies completely on donations so 
I’m looking to raise as much money as 
possible and any donation no matter how 
large or small would be awesome! To donate 
just follow the link – it only takes a few 
minutes to complete.
 
Many thanks to all those who have already 
donated.
 
Ellie”
 
Ellie has already raised an impressive £2,000. 
If you would like to support this important 
charity, Ellie has set up a Just Giving page and 
we invite the community to support her brave 
act of Kindness.

To donate please click here.

SCHOOL COATS
As autumn arrives it is 
important that all 
pupils have their 
Dragon Coat with 
them in school; these 
can be purchased 
through the school 
outfitters Stevensons.

Where possible, we will be encouraging the 
children to play outside. If we have times 
where the rain is heavy, the children will return 
to their form/tutor bases for supervised play.

DRAGON BUS FROM LONDON
This year we have introduced a Sunday 
evening bus returning from Kensington 
for London-based boarders who have 
gone home for the weekend. The Bus 
returns back to School on a Sunday 
evening. To book your place or find out 
more, please contact Ma McClelland

HEADMASTER’S PODCAST
Dr Hyde-Dunn has been interviewed for the 
Talking2Heads podcast, which members of 
the Dragon community are encouraged to 
download and listen to on any of the main 
podcast platforms or you can find it here. 
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https://osbp.net
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ellie-and-flo?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=ellie-and-flo&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=4422aef455a64f2097c7d9b7d46d7ad3
http://www.stevensons.co.uk
mailto:sarah.mcclelland%40dragonschool.org?subject=
https://www.dragonschool.org/headmasters-podcast/


Pre-Prep News

Reception have been having fun this week during their Drama 
lessons freeze-framing sections of the Owl Babies story as well 
as creating ‘Wanted’ Posters to try to find Mummy Owl. The 
children suggested some interesting ideas to help entice her to 
return to her owlets, including building a new super soft nest 
in the trees and hiding bird food and mice around the 
Reception playground! 

Year 1 have continued using the ‘counting on’ method to solve addition problems in 
Mathematics this week. They have practised using concrete materials such as their 
fingers, Unifix, counters, and Numicon. They have then begun recording these as addition 
stories in their Maths journals to practise pictorial recording and as Part-Part-Whole 
models and addition number sentences to record in the abstract form. They have all 
worked so hard and are beginning to master this concept!

In Year 2 the children have been working as scientists to make predictions and 
observations in their Science experiments. They have investigated how different foods 
can affect our teeth and how we can keep ourselves healthy. They discussed why 
astronauts need special food in space and why they cannot take fresh food with them. 
Finally, they experimented and made their very own Space Fruit by dehydrating it in  
a special machine. Some found it delicious but others didn’t like it at all! 
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Prep News

This week our A and D Block 
Geographers have been enjoying 
exploring the school grounds. A Block 
have been completing their data 
collection on Microclimates, using 
anemometers to measure wind speed 
and thermometers to measure 
temperature, with our remote learners 
learning about data collection from 
the Field Studies Council. This reliably 
collected data will then be used in their 
Geography lessons as they write up 
their fieldwork projects. D Block have 
been completing sensory fieldwork as 
part of their topic on the Local Area. 
Their methodology included creating a 
nature palette, smelly cocktails and  
a blindfolded walk!

THE READING CORNER WITH MA MCMEEKIN
October sees several awareness raising events. Black History Month’s UK site includes a Poets’ 
Corner featuring Dr. Benjamin Zephaniah, familiar to many pupils from his novels. A great 
starting point for relevant children’s books is the Coretta Scott King Book Awards, which  
are ‘given annually to outstanding African American authors and illustrators of books for 
children and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture  
and universal human values’. This year’s winners and honourable mentions can be viewed 
here.  Kwame Alexander gives an especially powerful reading from his winning illustrated 
book, The Undefeated.

Dyspraxia Awareness Week (4-10 October) offers free Facebook Live events starting on  
5th October, including one on nurturing children’s self-esteem, please click here for more 
information.  Famous dyspraxics include the singer-songwriter Florence Welch and a certain 
Daniel Radcliffe, also known as ‘Harry Potter’.
 
Dyslexia Week runs from 5-11 October. In celebration, we invite pupils to explore this 
inspirational list of dyslexic writers, including Tom McLaughlin, who kindly visited the  
Library a few years ago for an author event. The page includes links to interviews where these 
authors discuss the challenges they overcame and the creative potential of dyslexia.

DRAGON QUEST – MODULE 2
Dragon QUEST - We are delighted to present to you the options 
available for Module 2 of DragonQUEST, taking place after half 
term. QUEST is open to all D and E Block children, whether day 
or boarding, and regardless of whether or not they were involved 
with Module 1. The following link details the activity offerings for 
Module 2, A Christmas QUEST.  Whatever Dragons aspire to do, 
QUEST will strive to cater for everyone, with breadth and variety at 
the heart of the programme.
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https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/section/poets-corner/ ,
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/section/poets-corner/ ,
http://www.ala.org/rt/emiert/cskbookawards
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cHIWtl8PNk
https://dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/awareness-week-2020-free-facebook-lives/
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-differences/personal-stories/famous-people/11-childrens-book-authors-with-dyslexia


#DIGITALDRAGONS
The best way to keep up to date with Dragon life is 
to follow us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter

Once a Dragon, Always a Dragon

Please visit our website www.dragonschool.org  
or contact Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford OX2 6SS  •  Tel: 01865 315400  

The Dragon School Trust Ltd is registered as a charity, no. 309676, and as a limited company, no. 524331 at the above address.

Congratulations to Lucy Richards (OD 2016) on her recent success 
at the Burgham Horse Trials, the first international competition of 
the year in the UK, last month. 
 
Lucy’s horse gained an impressive top ten finish, making them the 
best placed junior and young rider, and one of only two horses in 
the country to be qualified to junior trail next year. We wish Lucy, 
and her team, all the very best for the National Young Horse 
Championships later this month.
 
Photo by Action Replay Photography Ltd
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This half term the Oxford Junior Rowing Course are o�ering a morning or afternoon 5 day
course for children in years 7-11.  Children will be grouped into small bubbles with their own
team of coaches.  The morning session will run from 09.00 – 12.30 and the afternoon session

from 12.30 – 16.00.  You are very welcome to attend both sessions.

 
For more details please visit www.oxfordjuniorrowingcourse.co.uk

 

junior rowing courses

River Isis, Oxford, 26th-30th October

OCTOBER HALF TERM 2020

https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford/
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
http://www.dragonschool.org
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG3slefvqYaTk0oYUD-Xwww%3Freload%3D9
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login%3Fsession_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fcompany%252Fthe-dragon-school-oxford%252Fabout
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool

