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News and Events for Dragon Parents
DragonNEWS
Week of 11.9.2020

Welcome back 
Dragons!
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Welcome to the new academic year, and an especially warm 
welcome to those parents who are new to the Dragon 

community.

We are absolutely delighted to have the children back in school, and it is excellent to see the boys and 
girls so engaged in their work, enthusiastic in their play and really enjoying each other’s company. 
The term has got off to an impressive start and the children are settling well into their routines, whilst 
mastering the one-way systems, separate play areas, and new dining arrangements. We are very proud 
of how our young Dragons have adapted to all the measures that have necessarily been put in place to 
ensure a safe environment for us all at this time. We very much appreciate the support of parents during 
this challenging time and I should like to draw your attention to the separate notices regarding social 
distancing and winter illnesses/CoVID 19.

Last Saturday saw the launch of our long-awaited Dragon QUEST programme, and the inaugural Saturday morning was a resounding success. 
Around 88% of our young D and e Block Dragons participated on the first day. It was wonderful to see all the children enjoying a wide range of 
activities including visiting a working farm, paddle-boarding on the River Cherwell, a cultural tour of oxford, bike mechanics, polo, 3D printing, 
film-making, and design and technology. Congratulations to our QUEST Director, Tim knapp, who has worked tirelessly towards this launch, 
and I should also like to thank all the teachers who are involved in this varied programme. Thank you too for your warm support of our school as 
we embark on this exciting journey together.
 
I look forward to keeping you updated each week in Dragon News, and I do hope you enjoy reading about the wide range of efforts and 
achievements of all our young Dragons. 

With very best wishes
 
Crispin Hyde-Dunn

Dear Parents
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Social DiStancing at Drop-off anD pick-up
May we please remind you kindly to maintain appropriate social distance and move away from the school gates as soon as possible after you have 
dropped off your children. With the latest “Rule of Six” announcement by the Uk Government, it is particularly important that we are vigilant to 
prevent the inadvertent gathering of any groups larger than six people. 
The School requests that parents use the drop-off and pick-up points outside the four specific school entrances. Parents are requested to drop off 
and collect children at the allocated times and adhere to social distancing. Please be prompt at drop off and collection, and arrive as close to your 
allocated time as possible, in order to minimise traffic congestion and reduce contact between adults in different households. In accordance with 
Government guidelines, we respectfully request that no parent enters the Prep site. In an emergency, parents must go to the Lodge first and sign in.

Thank you in advance for your co-operation in keeping our community safe.

Winter illneSSeS anD coviD-19
As we approach the season of winter illnesses, it is likely there will be suspected cases of Covid-19 across our school community. Please note that 
we will not routinely communicate with you whenever a member of staff or a pupil is awaiting the results of testing for Covid-19. However, should 
there be a case in our community confirmed on testing, we will advise parents of this at the earliest possible opportunity. furthermore, should a 
pupil or a member of staff test positive, Public Health england would advise us on the specific measures to be adopted by individuals within and 
outside the affected ‘bubble’. In turn, we will communicate these details to you as promptly as possible. As has already been communicated by the 
Dragon Health Centre, we respectfully ask that children who are showing any signs consistent with Covid-19 (including high temperature, new 
continuous cough or loss or change of sense of taste or smell) are not sent into school. We also have arrangements in place for isolation of any 
boarders who are showing these symptoms. If you have any queries about whether your child should attend school, please contact the Dragon 
Health Centre before bringing them to school. 

Spectrum   
Whilst we are not permitted to hold large-scale gatherings in School, all Spectrum events during the Christmas Term will be virtual.  
  
Boarders will watch these events live in their prep rooms via Zoom. for Day Pupils, Spectrum events will be recorded and uploaded to firefly so that 
they may also enjoy these occasions. These will be listed under the ‘enrichment’ in the ‘Resources’ section. 

Day BoarDing
No.14 is the Dragon Junior Day Boarding House for e, D and C block day children who choose to board on regular nights each week. We still have 
a few remaining boys’ places to fill for e and D blockers only, and one girl’s place. Regrettably we are unable to offer flexible boarding at the 
moment due to accommodating our regular day boarders in year group bubbles. our boarding nights are currently arranged as follows:

e block – monday night
D block – tuesday/Wednesday
c block – thursday/friday

Please get in touch with ma Blencowe if you would be interested in taking up a regular day boarding place. We would be happy to discuss a trial night.

languageS at the Dragon
extra Language Lessons Available for Pupils at the Prep School 
1:1 Mandarin and Russian extra language lessons available during activities and after-school. If parents are interested contact mr James.

equeStrian at the Dragon
Do you have a pony and are keen to represent your school in riding? We would love you to join the Dragon equestrian Team! We compete at all 
levels from 40cms up to over 1m in Showjumping, eventing, Dressage and more! If you are interested then please do get in touch with ma morris 

term DateS 
The term dates for 2021-22 are now available on the Parent Portal and website. 

Notices 

mailto:lucy.blencowe@dragonschool.org
mailto:adam.james@dragonschool.org
mailto:anna.morris@dragonschool.org
https://www.dragonschool.org/the-school/term-dates/%20
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News Headlines

Dragon BrotherS raiSe over £20,000 for charitieS 
A shining example of the generous and philanthropic spirit of the Dragon is the achievement 
of Dragon boarders kaius (Stradlings House) and karsten (Dragon House), who have raised 
over £20,000 for charities, including the oxford Hospitals Charity, from the publication of 
their first ever book. 
You can read the full story here on our website.
 
Tales and Adventures from Hong Kong by karsten and kaius Vun is still available. If you are 
interested in receiving a copy in return for a charitable donation please contact the school 
office. 

the queSt BeginS... 
The long-awaited launch of Dragon QUeST 
took place last Saturday. It was a hugely 
successful start to the programme, with an 
amazing total of 165 children across Years 4 
and 5 enjoying a wide array of enrichment 
activities!
You can read a full review by Mr knapp here.
#DiscoverDevelopDare

BehinD the SceneS of our Summer film Shoot
At the end of the summer break, some young Dragons kindly 
came into School to take part in two days of filming. Despite the 
afternoon downpours, spirits were high and the children 
enjoyed demonstrating different aspects of Dragon life. This 
short, light-hearted film will be ready for our virtual open Day, 
so keep your eyes peeled for its debut!

• Dragon School •

the Dragon 
iS nameD aS 
one of the 
WorlD’S top 
SchoolS
We are delighted 
that Dragon 
School has been 
featured in the first ever Spear’s Schools 
index - a comprehensive listing of the 100 
very best private schools worldwide. The 
Dragon is included in the Top Ten Prep Schools 
in the Uk. Click here to read more on our 
website.

https://www.dragonschool.org/community-news/dragon-brothers-raise-20000-for-charities/
https://www.dragonschool.org/community-news/the-quest-begins/
https://www.spearswms.com/best-private-schools-in-world-spears/
https://www.spearswms.com/best-private-schools-in-world-spears/
https://www.dragonschool.org/community-news/one-of-the-best-schools-in-the-world/
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Prep News
equine neWS - terrific tilly!
Tilly’s hard work training over lockdown 
has paid dividends with some fantastic 
results in Showjumping over the Summer 
holidays. She successfully beat 99 other 
competitors in Area 9’s Pony Club 
Grassroots Showjumping Regional final to 
win. She found great lines, and sped 
around corners to beat off a highly 
competitive field.  But not only did Tilly win 
the Area final, she also competed in the 
128cm Championships for Riders from all 
over the country aged 12 and under with 
her lovely pony Ballyknock Master Roan.  
only 15 combinations made it to the jump 
off round, and Tilly flew round, riding 
brilliantly to end up over 2 seconds ahead 
of the field to a brilliant win!  
Congratulations Tilly on becoming  National 
Champion!  

The start of term at the Prep was marked with 
afternoons of team building exercises and a 
carousel of sports finished off with form Teas 
for the children to get to know their new 
classmates. The children have returned to 
lessons with huge enthusiasm and it has been 
wonderful to see the resumption of busy 
Dragon life.
It has been great to see Year 4 children 
burning off their energy in the new e Block 
playground.

Pre-Prep News
At the Pre-Prep, the children have quickly settled to school and have been enjoying exploring their new spaces and getting to know their 
peers, as well as familiarising themselves with school routines. In Reception, this week has been full of firsts for our youngest new Dragons: 
their first time saying goodbye to parents at the gate, first full day at school, and first formal lessons. The children have shown so much 
enthusiasm and interest in everything they have been offered, with many smiling happy faces running through the playground into the 
classroom each morning. What a great start to the year! 
Year 1 have been especially excited about their topic ‘Marvellous Me’ and have been sharing interesting facts about themselves. In Year 2 
the children have been enjoying their new topic of Space. They have created timelines to show the first animals and humans in space and 
learnt about what these individual missions taught us about space travel. They also enjoyed their first Games afternoon and have started 
creating their own dance routines in Pe. The Year 3 Dragons have been experiencing team-building exercises and activities and have also 
started their new topic, The Tudors, with an exciting crime scene for them to investigate. In addition, they have been delving into the 
wonderful world of ‘The Hodgeheg’ by Dick king Smith and learning about numbers up to 1000.
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Boarding News
The Boarders have enjoyed an energetic return to the Dragon. There has been much laughter 
and fun and it has been wonderful to see them rekindle their friendships. over the In-School 
Weekend the Boarders were entertained and took part in a range of activities including blackberry 
picking, dorm decorating, water bombing, fire lighting, nerf gun action, dancing, table football, 
movie night, ice-creams, popcorn and water rocket launching. The sound of animated children 
rang out across the school over the weekend and it is wonderful to have our special boarding 
community once more back at the Dragon. 

In Cherwell House, there was great excitement with the renewal of the now annual Photo 
Challenge event. The girls absolutely loved the creative aspect of the challenge; each dorm is 
given a disposable camera and a theme and they have to create pictures linked to that idea.  The 
girls had a maximum of ten props per dorm for the outside photos and no limit for the inside 
ones; obviously there was as much time needed to tidy up as there was to prepare and take the 
photos!

No14 children were kept busy helping to harvest some of the vegetables grown by Ma and Sir 
during lockdown. Lots of produce was collected; potatoes, beans, courgettes to name but a few, 
as well as plums from the plum tree. on Tuesday evening the first Birthday of House was 
celebrated with a birthday cake followed by evening games in the garden. The day ended with 
the House sitting by the firepit and roasting marshmallows in the embers.
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#DigitalDragonS
Connect with the Dragon on instagram, facebook and twitter to keep up 
to date with what the Dragon community are getting up to.

Once a Dragon, Always a Dragon
Congratulations Maia Bouchier (oD 2012) on playing in the Rachael 
Heyhoe flint Trophy for the Southern Vipers, and helping them to win 
3 out of 3 matches so far this season!

open DayS
Prospective families are invited to book on to an open Day on our website and our 
Admissions team will be in touch to confirm details. 
 
prep open Day – Saturday 19 September (pre-arranged tours)
pre-prep open Day – friday 2 october  (pre-arranged tours)
virtual open Day – Saturday 10 october

Please visit our website www.dragonschool.org  
or contact Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford OX2 6SS  •  Tel: 01865 315400  

The Dragon School Trust Ltd is registered as a charity, no. 309676, and as a limited company, no. 524331 at the above address.

https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford/
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
http://www.dragonschool.org
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG3slefvqYaTk0oYUD-Xwww%3Freload%3D9
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login%3Fsession_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fcompany%252Fthe-dragon-school-oxford%252Fabout
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool

