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In this issue of The OD, you will read how the members of our Dragon community have
variously engaged with the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. This has ranged from
working on the front line in the NHS and other Key Worker roles, to making personal
protective equipment (PPE), to providing the UK government with exacting scientific advice
and keeping the nation updated at the daily briefings. There have also been a number of
important fundraising initiatives, some of which you can read about in the following pages.
In all these endeavours, it has been really inspiring to see our whole Dragon community
expressing the School’s three core values of
Kindness, Courage and Respect and making
such a difference to others.

Introduction
by Crispin Hyde-Dunn

We have continued to gather
together virtually this term, including
regular assemblies, where we have reflected
on a range of topics including memories, time travel, kindness and having a having a
positive attitude. During one of these assemblies, I reminded our young Dragons of words
J. R. R. Tolkien gave to his famous wizard character ‘Gandalf the Grey’ in ‘The Hobbit’, when
he shared his experience with Bilbo Baggins, an unlikely adventurer:
‘I have found it is the small, everyday deeds of ordinary folk that keep the darkness at bay…
small acts of kindness and love.’
J.R.R. Tolkien’s son Christopher was an OD and we were very saddened to learn of his death
in January of this year. This edition of The OD carries his obituary as well as that of another
notable OD, Lord Robert Armstrong (OD 1940).
Here at school, the Summer Term has of course been a very different learning experience.
On the afternoon of Friday 20th March, in accordance with UK government’s instruction for
national lockdown measures to protect against the COVID-19 pandemic, all our children
left school, unsure when we would see one other again. However, the Dragon immediately
embraced this new challenge with characteristic energy, resilience, and optimism. Out
of these lockdown conditions, our Virtual Holistic Curriculum was launched. Through an
impressive combination of adaptability and agility in the Dragon children, alongside a
wonderful commitment and determination by their teachers, new digital skills were speedily
acquired, as learning and live teaching moved online. In this whole endeavour we have
also received the unstinting support, encouragement and generosity of Dragon parents,
who have provided conducive learning environments for their children at home, while no
doubt simultaneously adjusting many other aspects in their lives brought about by the ‘new
normal.’ This whole experience has been most affirming of the vital partnership between
home and school which our Dragon community seeks to nurture and sustain.

In these unusual
circumstances, with
Dragon schooling
taking place remotely,
and indeed remaining
connected across the
world for our overseas
boarders, our A Block’s
total of 55 awards at
13+, spanning a range
of subjects and widercurricular specialisms,
was all the more extraordinary. This is an exceptional
achievement and a real testament to the children’s hard
work and determination. A Block achievements were further
enhanced by some excellent Common Entrance results
in June. This, again, provided evidence of the remarkable
maturity, focus and self-discipline of our A Block children, of
whom we are immensely proud. Towards the end of term,
we were able to celebrate this year’s achievements with the
children as we hosted virtual Prize-Giving ceremonies, our
Leavers’ Service and Leavers’ Assembly.
Notwithstanding the commendable effectiveness of our
remote learning to provide a continuity of education, there
can be no substitute for actually being at school. In addition
to the onsite provision for children of Key Workers, which has
been sustained throughout the lockdown, we were delighted
to welcome back Reception and Year 1 at the Pre-Prep, and
our C Block (Year 6) immediately after half-term. Over the
final weeks of term, as some UK government restrictions have
gradually lifted, it was a real pleasure to be able to welcome
back all our year groups on a carefully rotated basis. It
was extremely refreshing and uplifting to see and hear the
school come to life with the presence of young Dragons
again. Within their socially distanced ‘bubbles’ and enjoying
their packed lunches ‘al fresco’ the children certainly made
the most of these opportunities. Moreover, in line with UK
government instructions, we are delighted to be planning for
the return of all our Dragon day and boarding children
in September.
This September will also see the launch of our exciting Dragon
QUEST Saturday morning enrichment curriculum. This will be
launched for Years 4 and 5 (D and E Block) this year, ahead
of being offered to all year groups from A to E Block from
September 2021. The children are extremely excited about
engaging with this wide-ranging set of challenges, providing
a new and very popular way to spend Saturday mornings.

I hope you enjoy this edition of The OD
and please do keep us informed of your
own news via our Development Office. It
is a genuine pleasure to hear from ODs
about their ‘Dragon days’ as well as
to learn of their current achievements.
I am continually inspired by Dragons,
both young and old, and am grateful
for our Old Dragons’ generous affection
and loyalty to the school. With our usual
Dragon Community event dates not yet
confirmed for the coming year, we await
further government guidance. We will of
course be in contact as soon as we have
future dates for your diaries. The saying
‘Once a Dragon, always a Dragon’ is never
more apparent than at OD gatherings,
and I do hope that we will have the
opportunity to meet at one of these events
in the near future.

I am exceptionally proud of how all
members of the Dragon community have
demonstrated resilience, adaptability and
creativity during the past few months. We
know that there will be more challenges
ahead, but we are ready to meet them.
I know that our community, built upon
Kindness, Courage and Respect, will
emerge from these challenging times
stronger and more resilient than ever.
Thank you once again for your ongoing
support of the Dragon, and I wish you and
your families good health in the weeks and
months ahead.
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Dragon Impact
Amidst the Pandemic
It is the small everyday deed
of ordinary folks that keep the
darkness at bay... small acts of
kindness and love.
J. R. R. Tolkien

From giving the daily briefing at Downing Street, to being part of the COVID-19 vaccine
task force, from co-ordinating volunteers, making PPE equipment, donating food to local
hospitals and everything else in between – we thank you!
In these uncertain times, we have been hearing daily of the many members of our Dragon
community who are working on the front line and behind the scenes to help overcome this
pandemic, continuing to support the country, spread kindness in their communities, and
keep the nation informed.
The tradition of social and environmental impact is central to life at the Dragon and has never been more
evident than in the remarkable efforts shown by members of our community in recent weeks. To name but a
few, Deputy Chief Scientific Advisor, Professor Dame Angela McLean, has advised the government and spoken
at Downing Street, Professor Sir John Bell has joined the government’s COVID-19 vaccine task force and BBC
Science Editor, David Shuckman, continues to keep the public updated and informed.
There have been generous donations from our Dragon parents, including donations of over £900 from Year
1 parents for food for ICU workers at the John Radcliffe Hospital, co-ordinated by Dr Katya Miles and Louise
Arnold. Over 500 masks have been donated to Stoke Mandeville Hospital, thanks to D Block (Year 5) parents,
Mr and Mrs Groves, and Pre-Prep parents organised the co-ordination of volunteers at the HelpHub, which
supports individuals who find themselves with limited contact due to COVID-19.

Closer to home, our Science department has
donated 70 pairs of goggles to our local John
Radcliffe Hospital and our incredible D&T
department, led by Angus Nicholson, Head of D&T,
and his family, have produced and donated PPE
masks to the John Radcliffe Maternity Ward and
local pharmacies. Mr Impey has been instrumental
in the co-ordination of Dragon-manufactured PPE
to the JR. Meanwhile, former staff member, Lucy
Baddeley, has been busy sewing nearly 50 laundry
bags and five sets of scrubs to give to Key Workers.
For Dragon parents designated as Key Workers, our
provision remained in place during lockdown, and
we continue to do all that we can to support the
Dragon community at this time.
We have been delighted to be reconnecting ODs
from across the globe with classmates they’ve been

The Nicholsons producing PPE masks
for the John Radcliffe Maternity Ward.

out of touch with for many years, whilst getting
in touch via telephone with those of our ODs
who now find themselves in isolation. We feel
the Dragon community is growing in strength
and numbers, now more than ever.
At the very centre of the worldwide effort to
defeat this pandemic, we find members of
our Dragon community, and it is wonderful
to witness those who deserve recognition,
receiving it. We feel immense pride at seeing our
community not only identify the problems, but
take the necessary steps to develop solutions.
We know that so many of our young Dragons
have themselves taken up the call and continue
to utilise the Dragon values of Kindness,
Courage and Respect, showing remarkable
resilience and adaptability as they do so.
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Lucy Moonen
(OD 2000)
Old Dragon and author Lucy Moonen (OD 2000)
has written a children’s book entitled ‘Simon and
Rosie’, illustrated by past parent and professional
illustrator Gillian Johnson. The book is available as a free
download, along with KS1 PSHE curriculum links and
colouring sheets, at www.SimonandRosie.com with a
voluntary NHS donation. The story was written with the
hope of provide support for teachers and parents to
discuss coronavirus with smaller children in a gentle and
uplifting way, with an engaging story and humorous
characters. It has recently had coverage on BBC Radio
Oxford and Jack FM, and in the Oxford Mail.

Samuel ‘David Watson’ Petty
(OD 2002)
Samuel ‘David Watson’ Petty is the creative director
for David Watson and collaborates with British
artists sharing their love for their area on silk. Samuel
collaborates with British artists to share their designs
on scarves, pocket squares, ties and cushions. The
designs range from collaborations with the National
Motor Museum and the William Morris Gallery to local
independent artists and fellow OD, Daily Mail cartoonist
Jonathan Pugh. Samuel is currently donating 20%
of the sales of the NHS Rainbow Range to the NHS
Charities Together, and has created a limited range of
facemasks, made to order, with 10% also going to NHS
Charities Together.

We have failed, unless we have helped [them] to
develop [their] mind and [their] capacities in [their]
own way, unless we have given [them] full scope for
all of imagination and originality that is in [them]…
unless we have made [their] heart beat with the
heart of mankind… Unless we have done or tried to
do these things we have failed.
Skipper Lynam, 1908

Jack Whitehall volunteering for
‘The Felix Project’ during lockdown.

Jack Whitehall
(OD 2001)
Appearing on BBC Radio 1’s ‘Big Day In’ on
Thursday 23rd April, Jack spoke to DJ Greg
James ahead of the return of ‘Bad Education’
on BBC One’s ‘Big Night In’ later on that
evening. The BBC show brought together
‘Comic Relief’ and ‘Children in Need’
charities, shining a light on the amazing
things communities are doing and kept us
entertained whilst we were unable to leave
our homes due to the coronavirus outbreak.
During lockdown, Jack has started a new
Instagram account ‘Foodslut’, an initiative
set up in support of the vital work that ‘The
Felix Project’ is doing in response to the
hunger crisis in London, alongside his ‘Stay
at Home Burger Battle’, a competition,
launched with his friend Marcus, which
aimed to ‘boost this vital initiative’. Jack
has also been volunteering for the project,
set up in memory of Felix Byam Shaw (OD
2013), and after an afternoon doing so in
May he told The Independent, “The need is

so large now with this crisis, and what The Felix Project is doing in
redistributing surplus food feels obvious… I hope that the ‘Stay at
Home Burger Battle’, the competition I launched with my friend
Marcus, gives a boost to this vital initiative.”
The Felix Project was set up in
memory of Felix Byam Shaw
(OD 2013). Felix contracted
meningococcal septicaemia
caused by Men W ST11, a rare and
virulent strain. He died suddenly
in France in July 2014 aged just 14
while on holiday with friends.
Felix’s family set up ‘The
Felix Byam Shaw Foundation’ to
help others, ‘so that the kindness
and compassion that defined the
character of this wonderful boy
will live on’. ‘The Felix Project’ was
launched in March 2016, delivering
a million meals per year to
London’s most vulnerable people.

Jack Whitehall
hosts the BRIT
Awards 2020.
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Sebastian Volak (OD 2010) is
a classically trained artist and
skilled craftsman based in Oxford.
A former student of the London
Atelier of Representational Art,
Sebastian took part in his first
exhibition post-graduation at
Oxford’s Jam Factory entitled
‘UNSEEN’, which showcased
a fantastic array of skills and
disciplines from every corner of
the contemporary art world. As
an emerging artist, Sebastian is
helping to shape the dynamic and
constantly changing landscape of
contemporary art. This summer,
he spoke to The OD about his
work and involvement with
Thomas Croft’s 2020 initiative
#PortraitsForNHSHeroes driven by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Q What do you enjoy most about the art you
create?
A The satisfaction at the end when you see
the concept you visualised in your head fully
realised. Sometimes even better than you
imagined it. That’s very uplifting.
Q You’re a classically trained artist and skilled
craftsman in multiple media, do you have a
favourite technique?
A The early 19th century drawing techniques
I’m currently learning are what I want to
pursue most. One being the sight-size method
where with a measuring instrument, usually
your pencil or paint brush, you gauge the
proportions of the subject from a short distance
which you then transfer onto the canvas. This
trains your eye to perceive the subject more
accurately. That said, I like to experiment inside
and outside my primary discipline as it keeps
the creative process interesting and fresh.
Sometimes throwing paint at the canvas and
hoping for the best is a good day’s work.
Q What or who are your main influences?

Sebastian Volak

NHS Hero Portraits

A My teacher at LARA loved his craft which was
inspiring. I’ve learned to appreciate what made
legendary artists like Michelangelo, Rembrandt
and Picasso so great, and I draw inspiration
from lots of things, places and people. In
particular those who excel at what they do.
Social media plays a huge part in bringing all
that closer.

Q When did your love of art begin? Was
being an artist something you always
aspired to be?

Q Do you have a creative process that you
follow for each piece, or is each work a
different experience?

A I developed an aptitude for art when
I was young, which lead me into the Art
Scholars programme and to participate
in competitions while at the Dragon. I also
did art GCSE and AS since it seemed an
obvious choice, but I shunned the idea
of pursuing it as a career. I doubted its
viability. I only really grew to love it a few
years ago.

A Each piece follows a rough plan from
concept to set up to production. When you
spend weeks on a drawing, it’s crucial to break
it into manageable chunks which in turn can
be broken down further. Sometimes setting up
the subject itself can take hours if it’s a still life
or cast drawing. The concept building stage
varies so I keep a rough book for all my ideas (a
habit learned from my Dragon days).

Q You have recently completed #PortraitsForNHSHeroes,
an initiative by artist Thomas Croft. How did you select
the heroes to draw? Will your work be exhibited within
Thomas Croft’s online exhibition?
A It’s supposed to be only one NHS worker but I didn’t have
the heart to turn down everyone so I went with the first
three. It has yet to be seen whether I’ll be exhibited! It would
be nice but ultimately, it’s about doing something for a
good cause and showing appreciation for the NHS workers.
Q Do you feel the COVID-19 pandemic will inspire your
future work, if so, how and why?
A Current events have always had an influence on art.
The #PortraitsForNHSHeroes initiative is exemplary of this.
There may be aspects or themes seen during the pandemic
that inspire me later on - the global lockdown, scheduled
applause for NHS staff every Thursday evening, the
quietness during daytimes, social distancing. It’s all striking
stuff and won’t be easily forgotten.
Q What one piece of advice would you give to someone
aspiring to become an artist?
A Be brave! The art world is diverse and competitive, and
simply being good at what you do isn’t enough. Trends
come and go and you have to be willing to try new things
and adapt, as I said: experimentation is key. But also, be
brave enough to put your own spin on things. Try angles
you haven’t seen before and don’t be daunted by those
who are better than you. All it takes is practice.
Q What’s next for Sebastian Volak?
A I begin another two years studying at the Florence
Academy of Art in September! I’ll have more content to put
on my Instagram and Facebook soon so keep an eye on
those in the meantime.

Sebastian’s most recent
works can be found on
his Instagram account.

Sebastian Volak
(OD 2010)
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Picture 1
In May this year, artist William Mackesy (OD 1972) spoke to
The OD about his paintings, created in lockdown during the
2020 coronavirus pandemic. He shares his works and the
thinking behind them.

This was conceived some time ago,
but I got the urge to actually make it
almost immediately after lockdown
began. Like most of my cut-outs, it
is perhaps nearer the sensibility of
Paul Klee than Matisse. It is, obviously,
about the errant stripe escaping from
its orderly universe and going for a
very unpredictable wander, revealing
a red base underlying the green
world, and is accidentally fitting for
lockdown.

Cheerfulness
Keeps Breaking Through

orderly world of harmonious colour
to reveal something very different,
in this case a bolt of golden ochre
lightning. While not intentionally
lockdown-related, you can find
metaphorical links.

3

Picture 2
This is another cut-out and could be
seen as a colour doodle, although
that would disguise the hours it
involved. Cheerfulness definitely broke
through here. Please don’t see any
connections to Damien Hirst’s spot
paintings, which are lifeless things.

Lockdown has been strange and depressing, but
can have fringe benefits – such as quiet time. So, I’ve
been busy, mostly working with cut paper painted
in gouache – opaque watercolours – the form
pioneered by Henri Matisse from the early 1940s, but
also with oils and drawing.
I wasn’t planning to make explicitly lockdownrelated work: indeed, considering the dark times
– and that my wife would describe me as a glasshalf-empty person anyway – most of them seem
surprisingly joyous. But then Matisse was an invalid
in constant pain when he created his gorgeous late
cut-outs, so maybe that can come from adversity.
Funny thing, the human mind. To misquote Leonard
Cohen misquoting: despite the grim world outside,
‘cheerfulness keeps breaking through.’

2

Picture 3
1

This cut-out was conceived while
working on the first one and, again,
explores the idea of breaking up an

Picture 4
I saw these cacti overwintering in a
greenhouse at the Cotswold Wildlife
Park maybe five years ago, and loved
all those outlandish shapes packed
together as well as the compositional
qualities of the reds and greens and all
those different curves. Again, the urge
to actually do something about them
came on soon after lockdown began
and, while this was not deliberate,
they make a perfect metaphor for
lockdown: prickly, scratchy, sometimes
furry forms, some beautiful and some
decidedly not, huddled together
in unnatural conditions for an
indeterminate period. Again,
it is funny how the mind works.
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Picture 7
This cut-out takes the wandering colour of
Picture 5 to extreme lengths. This may look like
where I lost it, but this is a very process-driven
piece, needing a lot of planning and care. I fear
it looks a bit like a 1970s prog rock album cover.
It was a joy to make, and I felt more guilt than
lockdown angst while I made it.

Picture 8

4

5

Picture 5
This cut-out is, unfashionably, about trying
to create very simple beauty, ecstatic yet
restrained. It is in this way nearer what
Matisse was doing than most of my cutouts, although it looks like no work of
his that I have seen. There is no easy
explanation for why I thought of this during
lockdown. Cheerfulness forced itself to the
fore, again!

6

I began this small oil painting of slanting
evening summer light hitting the wall of our local
church a couple of years ago, and it elbowed
its way to the front of the queue of part-painted
work, needing to be finished now. I painted the
light slanting in from the other side 10 years ago
in an abstract, pointillist manner.

7
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Picture 9
This drawing is the only one of these pictures
which was explicitly ‘about’ lockdown . While
it describes colour being sucked into a dark
and narrow tube, it manages nonetheless to
be optimistic, as it envisages an emergence
whereas it should perhaps have ended in a big
dark sump. Undue cheerfulness?

Picture 6

William Mackesy

This is another cut-out playing with bands
of colour, conceived while working on
Picture 3. I wanted them to be vivid yet
harmonious and unified yet slightly wired
up by the golden yellow background. (To be
honest, I’m not sure it worked quite as well
as I hoped.)

I was at the Dragon in the late 1960s and early 1970s. I had a lovely and inspiring
time and emerged quite good at Classics. I went on to work as a corporate lawyer,
spending a fascinating decade in Hong Kong, but knew I didn’t want to do that
all my life. I gave up the law in 2000, and have been painting and developing
www.walkopedia.net, about the world’s best walks, since then. I now live in West
Oxfordshire with my wife and two sons.
See William’s website and 2020 online exhibition here.

9
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Away from pandemics, the pace of politics
has changed little from the Graeco-Roman
era. The greasy pole existed back then
for ambitious politicians to climb, only in
Rome it was known as the ‘ladder of offices’
(cursus honorum).

By Asa Bennett (OD 2003)

Roman Ancestors

Would Feel Right at Home Today

Those who thought 2020 would quieten down once Boris Johnson got Brexit done have been
proven tragically wrong by the coronavirus blighting the world. Indeed, many will think that the
last few years have been remarkably drama-filled and long for the genteel calm of the past. But
in fact, as I found from researching and writing my first book, ‘Romanifesto: Modern Lessons
From Classical Politics’, our ancient ancestors had no less turmoil to contend with.
Consider the plight of Pericles, the Athenian statesman whose bust adorns the Prime Minister’s
study. When plague broke out in Athens from 429BC, chaos reigned. ‘People started spending
money indiscriminately’, the historian Thucydidies noted, as these Athenian panic-buyers lived
each day like it could be their last. Social distancing was instinctive, so much so that many
homes were left near vacant after their owners were left to waste away alone. But those who
hung together were no better off: ‘Some died in neglect, others enjoying every attention’.
Such scenes will have been seared into Mr Johnson’s mind as examples
of the chaos that can happen without a firm grasp on law and order.
Back then, the Greeks did not have modern medical insights, and so the
plague was helped to spread as new arrivals to the city were cooped up
in small cabins, while doctors had little better than herbs and prayer with
which to help patients. The plague did not discriminate, with Pericles one of
those to die after catching it, a fate that will have grimly reminded the Prime
Minister – after his own fight with COVID-19 – about the stakes.

Remarkable outsiders were able to talk
their way to the top, such as Marcus Tullius
Cicero, whose silver tongue helped propel
him to become one of the most powerful
people in Rome as consul.
Those with imperial ambition showed even
greater political prowess, such as Rome’s
first emperor, Augustus. As a young boy, he
was deemed to be naive and manipulable
by elders like Cicero, but then he had the last
laugh as emperor.
Augustus showed a shrewd eye for winning
the public over, with his displays of largesse
cuttingly summed up as the so-called ‘bread
and circuses’. He was as hypocritical as
many a modern-day politician, posing as
an arch-moraliser by passing legislation
outlawing adultery and exiling his
own daughter for defying
him, only to indulge

Some died in
neglect, others
enjoying every
attention

in it flagrantly himself with whichever
senator’s wife took his fancy. But the selfglorifying memoirs he wrote helped ensure
that the term ‘august’ nowadays is used as
a term of respect, not dishonour.
Not everyone was destined for greatness.
One Emperor was summed up by a Roman
historian in the gloriously backhanded
phrase, ‘omnium consensu capax imperii,
nisi imperasset’ – he was deemed by
everyone to be capable of governing, until
he governed.
Many politicians would aspire nowadays
to avoid being written up in such withering
terms. The politicking, mud-slinging,
backbiting and dodgy deals at the heart of
Roman politics leave it looking like a hall of
mirrors to the present day. As long as you
changed the dress code and the level of
technology, our ancient Roman ancestors
would feel right at home.
Asa Bennett’s first book, ‘Romanifesto:
Modern Lessons from Classical Politics’
is available to buy here.
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Tom Schuller (OD 1961)

Bookshelf

The Paula Principle:
how and why women
work below their level
of competence
ISBN-13: 978-1911344605
Publisher: Scribe UK; B format edition
(11 Jan. 2018)

The Dragon is keen to keep abreast of published OD
writing, books of OD interest and about ODs. Here
are publishers’ descriptions of books received by the
Development Office since the last issue of The OD.

Shortlisted for the CMI Management Books of the Year
Awards.
An expert on innovation argues that many capable
women are losing out at work, and that this harms
businesses, individuals, and society.

Alan Macfarlane
(OD 1955)

Becoming a
Dragon
ISBN-13: 978-1492188308
Publisher: CreateSpace
Independent Publishing
Platform (20 Aug. 2013)

Author and Old Dragon Alan has
released a free online PDF copy of his
autobiography ‘Becoming a Dragon’.
The book is an account of his five years
at the School, who he was and how he
came to be as he is now. The book is
part of a larger project to understand,
in a comparative way, how education
works around the world. The book is
also available to purchase on Amazon,
along with the longer version ‘Dragon
Days’, which was co-written with Jamie
Bruce-Lockhart. Alan has also shared
film interviews with several Old Dragons
including Tim Hunt, Julian Hunt, Sir Peter
Swinnerton Dyer, Mark Elvin and Philip
Steadman. You can access all of Alan’s
interviews here.

Women now outperform men at every level of
education, yet in the workplace they are underpromoted and under-paid. Here, Tom Schuller
examines why this happens, and asks what we can
do about it. Schuller identifies the five factors which
prevent women from achieving their full potential. He
argues convincingly that addressing these will not only
make society fairer but also make workplaces function
more effectively — yet this will only happen if men
change their patterns of work and attitudes to careers.
This book is required reading for anyone who would
like to see the world of work become more dynamic
and fulfilling.
Tim Cawkwell (OD 1961)

Cricket on the Edge:
the year of ‘The
Hundred’ war
ISBN-13: 978-1661549046
Publisher: Independently published
(5 Feb. 2020)

England won the cricket World Cup on 14 July. They
followed that with a pulsating Ashes Test Series
over 25 days, marginally shaded by Australia. The
Third Test produced one of the great innings in the
history of Test cricket – Ben Stokes’s 135 not out. In the
background, the well-established one-day competition
took place, the newly established T20 Blast ended
in a cliff-hanger on Finals Day, the long-established

County Championship provided days of absorbing
cricket. For the two contenders for the title, Essex and
Somerset, it came down to the last session of the last
game of the long season.
Raging through it all was the debate on the merits
of the ECB’s re-boot of Blast cricket as The Hundred,
inflaming passions and generating fierce argument.
Guy Ogilvy (OD 1974)

The Great Wizards of
History
ISBN-13: 9780738744124
Publisher: LlewellynLlewellyn
(8 Apr. 2019)

The history of wizardry comes alive with dozens of
unique portraits capturing the most remarkable
and infamous practitioners of magic and alchemy.
Combining up-to-date historical scholarship and his
own keen interpretations of primary texts, Guy Ogilvy
develops a fascinating saga of magical thought and
practice.
The story begins with the prehistoric culture of the
Lion Man and moves on to Orpheus and the great
figures of myth. Discover the unparalleled influence
of Pythagoras and the pre-Socratics as they
experience the mysterious glories of Apollo’s touch.
Behold the leading alchemists of the Middle Ages
and the Renaissance as they carry forth the surviving
wisdom of the ancients, working their unique magic
even as powerful social and political forces align
against them.
Magic is a vital element of history. The Great
Wizards of Antiquity weaves together the loose
threads of magic to form a comprehensive tapestry,
challenging the ideas brought forth by peddlers of
the mundane and returning a sense of enchantment
to its rightful place in the human spirit.
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Ashley Hicks (OD 1976)

Alain de Botton (OD 1982)

Rooms with History:
Interiors and their
Inspirations

The School of Life:
An Emotional
Education

ISBN-13: 978-0847865703
Publisher: Rizzoli International Publications;
01 edition (17 Sept. 2019)

ISBN: 9780241985830
Publisher: Penguin Books Ltd (3 Sept. 2020)

Inspirational and visually on trend, Ashley Hicks’s
latest work is a pattern book for the twenty-first
century. Offering insights and revelations, Hicks’s
own exquisitely quirky and colorful historicist interiors
are discussed with designs from the recent and
faraway past.
Ashley Hicks has created a mix of manifesto,
souvenir album, and confession in this collection of
noteworthy rooms featuring his own one-of-a-kind
interiors along with rooms that have inspired him.
The manifesto aspect is rather limited, since Hicks
is not a great believer in aesthetic rules or the value
of so-called good taste, but as a souvenir album, it
charts Hicks’s personal creative journey of the last
few years, illustrated with photographs of some
favorite historical interiors and objects that represent
a mixture of source material and inspiration.
The book’s twelve chapters reveal Hicks’s creative
process, how he approaches different themes in his
own interiors, furniture designs, and works of art, and
how these themes can be applied to the works of
others. Such subjects as flowers, color, layers, form,
pattern, and memory are presented in the context
of actual projects. Historical and recent interiors are
discussed for their decorative value – notable rooms
and architecture include the Pantheon in Rome;
Emperor Maximilian’s tomb in Innsbruck; the Royal
Pavilion, Brighton; and the Petit Trianon at Versailles.
Hicks has created a book for devotees of decorating
and the history of interior design.

We spend years in school learning facts and figures
but the one thing we’re never taught is how to live a
fulfilled life. That’s why we need The School of Life – a
real organisation founded ten years ago by writer
and philosopher Alain de Botton. The School of Life
has one simple aim: to equip people with the tools to
survive and thrive in the modern world. And the most
important of these tools is emotional intelligence.
This book brings together ten years of essential and
transformative research on emotional intelligence,
with practical topics including:
•
•
•
•
•

how to understand yourself
how to master the dilemmas of relationships
how to become more effective at work
how to endure failure
how to grow more serene and resilient.
Lucy Moonen (OD 2000)
Illustrator: Gillian Johnson (Past
Parent)

Simon and Rosie
Published: Online Only

Simon and Rosie is a tale of friendship, loneliness,
imagination and self-acceptance set against
the current backdrop of coronavirus. It is aimed
at children aged 3-7 years old. The setting is
commonplace – the park near your home – yet what
happens is magical.
Simon is a lonely park bench, useful but
unremarkable for the people that sit on him as
they go about their busy lives. Everything changes
when Rosie arrives, however, and sees Simon’s true
character. Their friendship blossoms as Simon is
transformed through Rosie’s imagination – in play,

they can be anything. Simon is devastated when Rosie
can no longer visit him, and is left alone with Percy the
pooing pigeon, and strange mask-clad people who no
longer take the time to sit down. Eventually Rosie returns,
and through their renewed friendship Simon’s true
colours are finally revealed!
The story was written by OD Lucy Moonen (née Johnson,
1995-1999), and is brought to life with stunning pictures
by award-winning illustrator Gillian Johnson (no relation).
Robin Stevens (OD 2001)

Murder Most Unladylike
Book No. 9
ISBN-13: 978-0241419809
Publisher: Puffin (6 Aug. 2020)

The final novel in the number-one bestselling, awardwinning Murder Most Unladylike series. Daisy Wells
and Hazel Wong are in Egypt, where they are taking
a cruise along the Nile. They are hoping to see some
ancient temples and a mummy or two; what they get
instead is murder. Also travelling on the SS Hatshepsut
is a mysterious society called the Breath of Life: a group
of genteel English ladies and gentlemen, who believe
themselves to be reincarnations of the ancient pharaohs.
Three days into the cruise their leader, Theodora Miller,
is found dead in her cabin, stabbed during the night. It
soon becomes clear to Daisy and Hazel that Theodora’s
timid daughter Hephzibah, who is prone to sleepwalking,
is being framed. And within the society, everyone has a
reason to want Theodora dead... Daisy and Hazel leap
into action and begin to investigate their most difficult
case yet. But there is danger all around, and only one of
the Detective Society will make it home alive...

Paul M. Wassarman

A Place in History
The Biography of
John C. Kendrew (OD
1930)
ISBN: 978-0-19-973204-3
Publisher: Oxford University Press
(31 Jan. 2020)

John C. Kendrew (1917-1997) was a pioneer in
structural biology and a catalyst for the emergence
of molecular biology in the second half of the
twentieth century. He was the first person to
determine the three-dimensional structure of a
protein at atomic resolution and, for this, was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1962.
Kendrew ultimately became an international
organizer, administrator, and advocate for science,
and his expansive legacy lives on today.
In this book, Paul M. Wassarman, a postdoctoral
fellow with Kendrew in the late 1960s, delves into
Kendrew’s personal and scientific life to uncover
the background, traits, and experiences of the
man responsible for many achievements within
science and beyond. Wassarman shares previously
unpublished stories of Kendrew, including his
vital role in the rise of molecular biology at three
world-famous scientific institutions: the Cavendish
Laboratory, Laboratory of Molecular Biology, and
European Laboratory of Molecular Biology.
Kendrew was an unwavering advocate for British
and European science and one of the most gifted,
influential, and accomplished figures in twentieth
century science.

Please let us know if you have had a
book published or know of any other
recent OD publications. If you would
like your book to be included in our
next issue, please send a signed copy
to the Development Office or send us
an email with details.
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Full-time, award-winning author Robin Stevens
(OD 2001) is best known for her ‘Murder Most
Unladylike’ series. Stevens was born in California,
but grew up in Oxford, across the road from
where Alice in Wonderland lived more than 100
years before. Stevens worked as a bookseller
at Blackwell’s in Oxford and has always been
passionate about books, whether selling, reading
or writing them. She spoke to The OD ahead of
the launch of the last book in the ‘Murder Most
Unladylike’ series, ‘Death Sets Sail’, this August…

Author’s Corner
Robin Stevens (OD 2001)
Q Was Robin Stevens always going to be an
author? Do you remember reading the first book
that inspired you to become the writer you are
today?
A I’ve always had the impulse to create narratives
– I started telling my mother stories as soon as I
could talk, and I wrote down my first story as soon
as I learned how to write. I remember reading the
Narnia books pretty early and being desperately
sad when I realised it wasn’t a place I could go,
and I also remember reading ‘Dogsbody’ by Diana
Wynne Jones at my kitchen table aged about seven
and weeping at the end of it. I knew then that I
wanted to write stories that made my readers feel as
deeply as I did about my favourite books, and that
hasn’t changed in 25 years!
Q What would be your one piece of advice to your
younger self setting out on this career path?
A Don’t be afraid to be weird! I knew I loved certain
genres at a very young age, but I didn’t understand
that meant I should be aiming to write those genres.
I got hung up for years on the sort of book I thought
I should be writing (Booker Prize-winning novels for

adults, for some reason) and felt embarrassed that
I kept making up stories about murder and magic
that were clearly for kids. Being an author is really
all about following your passions and writing the
book that only you could write, and I wish I’d realised
that earlier!
Q Has being a full-time author involved much
travel, with your books transporting your readers
as far away as Egypt? Where in the world has your
career taken you?
A I’m an author who has to clearly understand the
setting of a book before I’m able to write it. Daisy
and Hazel’s school Deepdean (where ‘Murder Most
Unladylike’ takes place) is based on my secondary
school, Cheltenham Ladies’ College (and a bit on
the Dragon too!), and the Cambridge college in
‘Mistletoe and Murder’ is really the Oxford college I
grew up in, Pembroke. So those books required no
travel to write! But for A ‘Spoonful of Murder’ I visited
Hong Kong to get an understanding of Hazel’s
culture and family home, and for ‘Death Sets Sail’ I
travelled down the Nile on a cruise ship to get a feel

for its setting. Being in a place helps me put it down vividly
on the page, and one of the most wonderful moments
during the creation of ‘Death Sets Sail’ was typing up a
scene where the sun is going down on my characters as
they stand on board a Nile cruise ship … as the sun really
went down on the Nile cruise ship I was writing on. I feel very
lucky to have been able to do that!

and Al and he let us help him take care of them. I
decided then that when I grew up I was going to
have a bearded dragon of my own, and Watson
is the result! I’ve definitely taken aspects of Daisy
and Hazel’s school life from the Dragon – when I
think about school, after all, I always think about
my time there.

Q During lockdown, when everything is feeling a little
disrupted, you started weekly writing prompts for your
‘Detectives’ on your website. What ‘prompted’ you to do
this? How important is reading and writing at a time like
we’re currently experiencing, for all ages?

Q Your Instagram bio details ‘#Bunbreak
mandatory’, of course, we couldn’t agree more.
Did you have a particularly memorable Bun
Break at the Dragon? What is today’s go to?

A I started the prompts as a way to help my fans occupy
their time in lockdown – I know that a lot of my readers
are writers themselves, and I wanted to help them have
fun with stories during a moment when fun felt in short
supply. It’s very hard to give writing advice to aspiring
authors, since every author’s process is different, but the
two absolutes are 1) read a lot and 2) write a lot. You can’t
be an author without doing both! There is no additional
hidden magical ingredient to writing well
– it’s all in observing and then putting
your observations into practice. I hope
that my prompts are helping the next
generation of writers discover that – I’ve
been so incredibly impressed with the
stories that have been written so far.

Being an author is
really all about following your
passions and writing the book
that only you could write.
Q Week Eight’s writing prompt was ‘a dragon’, a
prompt surely influenced by Watson, your much-loved
pet bearded dragon? Do you ever use your time at the
Dragon as your own writing prompt?
A I got my bearded dragon obsession from my time at the
Dragon! My biology teacher, Mr Brown, had a pair called DJ

A I’ve loved seeing Bun Break go global! Not
exactly Bun Break, but I remember very vividly
staying for tea after school and queuing up for
‘pig seconds’ – there were these extremely thick
and creamy mille-feuilles (which no French person
would ever acknowledge as such) that I was
entirely focused on snagging before anyone else
could get to them! During lockdown I’ve been
baking a lot of chocolate chip cookies – they’re
very comforting.
Q Your most recent book, ‘Death Sets
Sail’ is described as the ‘last’ Murder
Most Unladylike mystery. Is this truly
the end of the Murder Most Unladylike
series? What made it feel the right time
to make this final book? Will you miss it?
#DetectiveSocietyForever
A It’s been a very emotional writing journey for
me! This is the last novel in the series, and I’m
saying goodbye to this chapter of Daisy and
Hazel’s adventures after living with them for ten
years. (I began the first draft of ‘Murder Most
Unladylike’ in November 2010, and ‘Death Sets Sail’
publishes in August 2020.) Hard as it was to do, it
felt like the right time to say goodbye: they’re not
the little girls they were in Murder Most Unladylike
any more! I wanted to end the series on a high, and
sending them on a Nile cruise adventure felt like the
perfect way to do that.
Q What’s next for Robin Stevens?
A The only thing I can say right now is that I won’t
stop writing, and I’m not done with this world yet.
All endings are really beginnings, after all …
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The Perimeter
A Photography Project by Quintin Lake (OD 1988)

If I’d known how hard it would be at
the beginning, I wouldn’t have done it.
I think you have to be kind of romantic
in some sense to do a project like this.
Every night, for the first few months, I
thought I couldn’t continue.
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The Perimeter is a photography project by Quintin Lake (OD 1988), a fine art and
architectural photographer, and is based on walking around the entire coast
of Britain, in sections. The 11,000km journey started on 17th April 2015 at St Paul’s
Cathedral and Quintin has been following the coast clockwise ever since. The journey
was set to take five years, and in this, the 5th year of the project, The OD caught up
with Quintin to discuss his experiences along the way, and the sight of that evernearing finish line.
Quintin’s reason for this ambitious photography project was born out of a desire to learn more about
our mysterious island nation. He has been walking for two to three months each year, for the past
five years, with a daily distance of 20-40km, camping for most of the journey and staying with friends
or in guest houses every few days to recharge. When Quintin isn’t walking, he works an architectural
photography, and it is that, alongside the sale of fine art prints of images shot during his walk along the
coast, that help to fund the project.

At the start of the project I hoped to capture some of the
history and mystery of this island and, as the walk has
evolved, it’s more about capturing the wildness of this island.

The photographs taken along the way are breathtaking, and the
wildness of the British coast is truly captured. When asked about his
photographic approach during his expedition, Quintin explained the
stark contrast to that of his day. ‘Architectural photography is slow
and careful,’ he says, ‘It’s about understanding what you’re seeing
beforehand and visualising what you’re going to create. On “The
Perimeter”, I wake up in the morning and I don’t know what I’m going
to find or what’s going to be inspiring. That’s the joy of it –
undiscovered moments.’
Quintin’s five-year journey around the coast of Britain was due to
come to an end in June this year, back where it all began, at St Paul’s
Cathedral in London. Much like many projects this year, coronavirus
has had an effect, and his crossing of that finish line has been delayed.
The Perimeter project was set to have been completed by the date
of publication, but since lockdown Quintin has been at home. ‘Prior
to lockdown I have completed 6,255 miles or 91%. It’s looking like midSeptember to finish now as restrictions on travel and overnight stays
have started to ease’, he says.
You can follow Quintin’s journey to the finish line, and read more about
‘The Perimeter’ here, or follow him on Twitter. Once complete, a photo
book and touring exhibition are the next steps in Quintin’s incredible
journey, and we’re already desperate to experience both.

I can’t think of anywhere else
where each footstep leads
to such different surprises,
beauty and strangeness.
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Processing this makes now a good time to remember that, as
someone trusting in Jesus Christ, reaching an Olympics doesn’t
determine my self-worth. Instead, Christ has died to release me
from a way of life that takes meaning from achievement and
status, and He is risen so that my life is secure in Jesus. He is my
ultimate victory and He is my ultimate glory (Colossians 3:3-4).
These truths don’t numb the pain of frustrated ambition, but
they do help keep the disappointment of not becoming an
Olympian in perspective.

Seasons
by Anastasia Posner (OD 2007)

As I enter a new season of life, knowing that my identity
fundamentally is not changing is freeing. I’m thankful for peace
and contentedness as I move on from the athlete life; I’ve had
a wonderful time since making the decision. One highlight has
been discovering how much I love exercising – who knew that
cycling, swimming, and sculling are a whole lot more enjoyable

Temple-sur-Lot,
France, 2018. GB
Women’s eight,
training for World
Championships.

As the sun went down on a windy Saturday in March, Beccy and I raced
across the line into third place at the British Rowing Olympic Trials. A
few hours later, I was unwell with an illness that had all the hallmarks of
COVID-19. Ten days later, The Olympic Games were postponed.

Lake Varese, Italy, 2017. GB Women’s eight,
training for World Championships.

Yet, making a pragmatic and somewhat emotionally
detached decision, and accepting that I am, likely, ending
my ‘career’ without having had the opportunity to fulfil my
ambitions, isn’t without a degree of pain, perhaps even grief.
On top of this, there’s a nagging sense of failure. Reflecting
on these emotions, I recognise that they’re normal. For, as
humans, we are shaped to be motivated by reward. As

So, this isn’t the end, but it is a good moment
to reflect with thankfulness. The last four
years have been phenomenal, packed
full of highs and lows. It has been such a
privilege to represent my country on the
international stage. The final of my first
World Championships, winning silver at the
European Championships in Glasgow, and
racing the pair with Beccy at the World Cups

Never say never.
I’m not ruling out
having a pop at the
Paris Games

I’d thought through many circumstances that could result in
me not competing at the Olympics; a pandemic wasn’t one
of them.
The decision not to pursue a 2021 Olympic Games was,
ultimately, a straightforward one. While the pandemic had
caused chaos, my medicine degree still sat waiting, and
the medical school expressed a clear preference for me to
return, as scheduled, this summer. I was excited for the next
chapter of life. I was eager for weekends, weddings, and late
nights; to have energy and relief from the relentless pressure.
I looked forward to the future – to becoming a doctor, and
hopefully starting a family. The plan had always been to
enjoy rowing for four years. To dare to target the Olympics
and explore how fast I could be, before stepping into the
next chapter. COVID-19 wasn’t cause to abandon these plans.

us to question the certainty with which we
make plans. Notwithstanding this, I fully
intend to be involved in rowing for the rest
of my life. When time allows, I’d love to give
back, introducing young people to a sport
that changed my life. And I’m certainly
not finished as an athlete. Aside from the
recreational sculling I’m enjoying, I’d love
to win Henley, to compete in the Wingfield
Sculls, to experience the excitement of
coastal rowing… and my heart says a fifth
Boat Race win would be quite fun!

Credit: Naomi Baker

elite athletes, we are motivated to win the
ultimate reward of winning at an Olympic
Games. Obviously, winning is not the only
reward of sport. There are other rewards that
are significant such as the joy of being on the
water, and the thrill of perfecting a skill. But
winning is the natural reward of competition
and so, not winning, not achieving my
ambitions, is disappointing.

when not exhausted? Other pleasures have included seeing
friends, relishing spontaneity and focussing on medicine
revision. It’s not all fun and games. A sadness is seeing my body
decondition – losing the small amount of muscle I spent years
working hard to build, my fitness fizzling away, all the time
conscious that if I eat everything, I will get fat. Perhaps that is
made additionally challenging by that I never got to put my
physical being to its ultimate test. And I’m under no illusions,
there will be further challenges ahead – not least fighting the
temptation to be jealous when my former teammates compete
at The Games next summer.
I think another thing making this a smooth transition is my
continued love for the sport. I’m stumbling over what to call my
departure from the GB team, for as time passes, it’s increasingly
clear that ‘retirement’ is an inappropriate term – I was back
on the water as soon as the government permitted. If the last
few months have taught us anything, they have prompted

are moments that will remain with me.
As are the glorious skies I’ve rowed under,
the sunrises and sunsets that never failed
to bring a smile to my face. The ergs that
were surprisingly enjoyable, the sense of
accomplishment when I made hard-won
progress in the gym, and the miles and miles
of one stroke at a time rowing, are already
fond memories.
Thank you to the teammates, support staff,
and coaches who tirelessly pushed me to be
better, and invested so much into helping
me move boats fast. Thank you, my friends,
family, and church family who loved and
walked alongside me, especially when things
weren’t easy.
Onwards. Into this new and exciting season.
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After the introduction of Michael Gove’s new curriculum in September
2015, much more emphasis was placed upon the teaching and
learning of grammatical terminology in primary schools.
Since then, my fellow colleagues and pupils have often
questioned me on the terms ‘fronted adverbials’,
‘relative clauses’ and ‘present perfect’ verb forms.
Long before that, however, the comma ‘splice’
was, and still is, a widely debated topic after the
The recent comma controversy
printing press prompted more standardization
regarding the new 50p Brexit coin
of punctuation after its emergence in
the 15th century. This common mistake,
is one of many debates which has
where a comma is used to separate two
surrounded this common punctuation
independent clauses, as in the example:
mark – but how can the ‘weakling’ of
‘There were fourteen Dragons in the
classroom, most of them knew how
all punctuation possess the power to
to avoid comma splicing’, has been
spark such debate? Why do they have
deemed ‘evil’, ‘egregious’ and even
‘dangerous’ by some grammatical
the capacity to polarise our society? And
prescriptivists. Independent clauses,
why do children, Dragons included, find
which are grammatical units that can
stand alone and contain a subject (in
using them so challenging?
the first clause ‘there’) and a verb (‘were’),
have been deemed too powerful to be
separated by comma, which should be
used instead to separate, and not connect,
smaller grammatical units.

the example, ‘Let’s eat Grandma’ vs. ‘Let’s eat,
Grandma’), so why is it deemed so unacceptable?
One possible explanation is that the comma was
originally intended to denote pauses in speech and
therefore the comma splice has no place in more
formal writing. Thus, it appears to be a question
more of ‘style’ over substance. In more informal
register, therefore, comma splicing appears to
sneak into the realms of acceptability. For example,
in the statement tag, ‘He was a great teacher, he
was,’ a comma to separate the two independent
clauses seems acceptable (similarly, a full stop,
conjunction or semi-colon wouldn’t be sufficient).
Likewise, the famous Caesar quote, ‘I came, I saw,
I conquered,’ is a clear example of comma splicing
where the conjunctions are omitted for poetic effect
(and notice how the clauses are much smaller in
this example). Perhaps then, we shouldn’t deem the
comma splice as ‘dangerous’ after all?
The Oxford comma – or serial comma – is another
more recent area of controversy and confusion,
described as the ‘Ugg Boots’ of the punctuation
world by a recent online editor. Earlier this year, the
lack of a second comma on the new Brexit coin
which stated, ‘Peace, prosperity and friendship
with all nations’ was condemned by many – our

In some cases, however, the Oxford comma does
appear to be absolutely necessary. In the example of the
Brexit coin, the absence of a second comma does not
appear to create any linguistic ambiguity as it would in,
‘I love my parents, Emma Watson and J.R.R. Tolkien’. In
such an example as this, the lack of an Oxford comma
could drastically alter the semantics of the sentence
and therefore seems obligatory. In most other cases,
however, the Oxford comma appears to be a matter
of personal preference – while some argue that it is an
essential language ‘convention’ and a means of creating
parallelism between grammatical units, others would
argue that it creates clutter and untidiness.
Whether it be ‘style’ or ‘substance’, it is
evident that commas will continue
to separate (and not connect!)
our nation for years to come. As
a teacher, the pleasure arises in
discussing these ambiguities with
such inquisitive learners. It’s up
to us to decide when using a
comma really matters.

I love my parents, Emma Watson and J.R.R. Tolkien

Peace, prosperity
and friendship with
all nations

But, how can comma splicing be avoided? I read
recently that there were over 100 ways to solve the
notorious splice. In my endeavour to make this slightly
more straightforward for children, I offer three simple
alternatives: a full stop, a co-ordinating conjunction
or ‘luxury’ punctuation such as a semi-colon. These
alternatives, in any case, do have their own controversies
– after all, do we want children to litter their writing with
full stops or semi-colons? Even still, these options seem
far less ‘evil’ than the dreaded comma splice.
Whilst I am indeed an advocate for the splice
‘alternatives’, the more pertinent question which arises
is ‘why’? In the example given, the use of the comma
does not prompt any ambiguity for the reader (unlike

very own Philip Pullman even claimed that this
coin should be ‘boycotted by all literate people.’
An Oxford comma, where a comma is used
immediately to precede the conjunction in a list of
items (‘Peace, prosperity, and friendship…’) appears
to divide opinion in a similar way to the comma
splice. This ‘serial’ comma, pioneered by the indexer
and writer Frederick Howard Collins from the Oxford
University Press, seems to create more of a sense of
identity and an opportunity to flaunt intellect, than
its more controversial ‘splice’ counterpart. Even in a
recent lesson, a young Dragon articulated, ‘I want
to use an Oxford comma; I like them!’ which was
indicative of its more stylistic appeal.

By Will Dickson, Head of English
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This summer, the Dragon is excited to formally announce the
build of our new E Block playground, generously funded by
current parents Desmond Shum and Ci Sun.

E Block Playground
Transformation

Annie McNeile, Head of Pre-Prep, shares an abiding memory from her seven years
as Head of E Block (2005-12).
“My abiding memory, especially from my early days in E Block, is the seasonal nature
of the play in the E Block playground.
The first term was dominated by a vast array of marbles clinking around in the
ubiquitous green ‘Dragon Bags’ and the subsequent bartering and swapping
that was usually very good natured. This was always briefly interrupted by the
conker season before marbles retook the ascendency in the run-up to Christmas.
Then it was the turn of the diablo season, and crossing the
playground became rather more perilous!”

Pavilion

Activity Panels
Listening Benches

Discovery Space Frame

Over the upcoming
summer holidays,
what is E Block’s current
playground, situated at the
back of E Block and in front
of the Dining Hall entrance on
Bardwell Road, will be wholly
transformed into a striking new
play area for our young Dragons.
With musical trails, chalkboards, picnic
tables, tunnels, a trapezium stage,
discovery space frame, mini goals and
basketball hoops – this revitalised area will
be jam packed with activities, benches to relax
on and colourful spaces to play! We look forward
to the transformation beginning at the end of the
Summer Term, and welcoming our young Dragons
back at the start of the Christmas Term to make
the most of this new play area.

Fort Cumberland

Nessie Activity Trail

‘The new playground will have such an impact on the
daily lives of children in Lower School, and it has been
so wonderful to have been involved in this project. It has
been planned to provide something of interest for every
child. From drama and music performance areas to team
games and areas to catch up with friends, in addition to
the imaginative play and climbing areas.’
Bruce Anderson, Head of E Block

Mini Goals with
Basketball Hoops

One looks back with
appreciation to the brilliant
teachers, but with gratitude
to those who touched our
human feelings.
Carl Jung
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Tom George (OD 2008)

Guy Ogilvy (OD 1974)

GB’s Tom George (Leander Club) has broken the GB Rowing Team
men’s 2km indoor rowing record while training at home, setting a new
fastest ever British time of 05:39.6 and becoming the first ever British
rower – and eighth man ever – to break the 5:40 barrier.

A practising laboratory alchemist and the author of eight books,
including ‘The Alchemist’s Kitchen’ (Bloomsbury), Guy occasionally uses
the pseudonym Francis Melville. His books have been translated into more
than 20 languages and have sold over 750,000 copies. Guy abandoned a
promising career in publishing to pursue a personal quest that culminated in
an 18-month stint as a cave-dwelling hermit in the mountains of Central North
Mexico. Since his return, he has appeared on several television networks to
share his expertise on esotericism and alchemy, including Channel 4 and the
BBC. See ‘Bookshelf’ within this issue for Guy’s most recent release, and take a
guided tour through the untamed territories of magic.

Speaking to the British Rowing team on the day he broke
the record, 19th June 2020, Tom said, ‘I did have a moment
afterwards where I thought about how everything I’ve done
so far in my rowing career has been with the goal of winning
the Olympics; to achieve something like this makes me
actually feel like I’m on the pathway to doing that’.
Congratulations Tom, on an incredible achievement!

Once
A
Dragon
Always a Dragon
Ocki Magill (OD 2001)

Sebastian Croft (OD 2015)

Since leaving the Dragon, Ocki began a career in advertising, leaving it for ‘Letter
Bug’ a creative project that led to a book deal, at a very busy time. With Blue Shop
Cottage taking off, Ocki’s book has been postponed and she is currently focussing
all of her attention on her artists and her Blue Shop Cottage business.
In 2016, Ocki purchased a shop and house in Camberwell, and in 2017 began hosting
events and renting the space to small businesses. She was soon holding plays, gigs
and talks and approaching artists to hold exhibitions within the space. The first solo
exhibition was held in May 2018 for Rose Electra Harris, and Ocki hasn’t looked back.
People come to learn at the workshops held, to meet like-minded people, and to be
inspired by young artists and collectors.

Will Mannering (OD 1991)

At halfway I
thought right,
I have to either
fully commit or
I won’t do it.

Ocki outside her home
and business, Blue Shop
Cottage, London.

Blue Shop Cottage, like so many businesses this summer, had to close its doors due to the coronavirus outbreak
and postpone all shows from March 21st. Ocki has since been spending lockdown in the countryside with her
cousin, selling work online and speaking to a different artist every day on her Instagram. Ocki has spoken to
over 75 people in 70 consecutive days, and has felt incredibly connected to the community lockdown briefly
detached her from. She has recently launched ‘Works On Paper’, unframed works straight from artists to your
home, available to purchase on her website. The live discussions and online sales have informed many positive
business decisions and we look forward to what is next for Ocki and her Blue Shop Cottage.

Best known for his portrayal of the Young
Ned Stark in Game of Thrones, and for
playing the lead role in Horrible Histories:
The Movie – Rotten Romans (for which he
was nominated for a BAFTA), Bash Croft (OD
2015) has made a brilliant compilation of
the Dragon song. He created the video to
make the Dragon community smile and it
was shared with our Dragons and on social
media. Thank you Bash, for this creative
Croft compilation! Bash has five feature
films due for release, three of which are
coming out this year: ‘Where is Anne Frank?’
(an animation directed by Ari Goldman),
‘School’s Out Forever’ (an apocalyptic tale set
in a school), and ‘Dampyr’ (a new franchise
based on the best-selling comic books).

Following his education, mainly on film sets,
Will became an actor at 13. Most recently
seen in the West End in ‘Pressure’ alongside
David Haig, he has worked extensively on
Shakespearean productions, including many
seasons at the Globe, the Royal Shakespeare
Company, the Oxford Stage Company and
Birmingham Repertory Theatre. He has plied
his trade in the region, frequently touring to the
Playhouse in Oxford, and also played Bottom
in The Globe production of ‘A Midsummer’s
Night’s Dream’ in The Bodleian Quad in
2014. His film credits include ‘Master and
Commander’, as well as popular TV series
‘Poldark’, ‘Endeavour’ and ‘The Infinite Worlds
of H.G. Wells’.

Ella Mills (OD 2004)
Since Ella’s launch of her successful personal
blog ‘Deliciously Ella’ in 2012, they have evolved
into an app, recipe books, a deli, and a range
of plant-based food products. Deliciously
Ella’s Podcast delves into the world of physical
and mental health, well-being, the realities of
building a business and a brand and staying
positive in a busy world. Hosted by Ella and
her husband, Matthew Mills, the podcast
welcomes guests from business, health and
nutrition backgrounds to share their stories
and advice.
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The End of the Skipper Era (1886-1920)
& the birth of the ‘Dragon’ School
by Desmond Devitt

The Skipper presiding over the OD Reunion, 12 June 1920

I’ve fond memories of the Dragon: I remember it as a
place of fun, energy, and good humour, where it always
seemed easier to be too busy than not busy enough. It
was an environment in which I felt encouraged, by staff
and pupils alike, to try my hand at new things – sports,
theatre, debating – and which gave me the freedom and
confidence to be intellectually inquisitive. I still try today to
embrace the legacy of these, and many more, aspects of
my experience at the Dragon, one which would have been
impossible had I not benefited from a bursary scheme.
After the Dragon, I went on to Eton College, again as a
bursary student, and then to Oxford University, where
I studied English Literature. I graduated last year and
have just returned to the UK after six months working in
Paris. Come September, I will be starting an MA in Political
Theory at the London School of Economics.

Unlocking the
Opportunity to Excel
William Baker (OD 2011)

Since its launch in 2003, over
80 children have been able
to experience the exceptional
and unique education that the
Dragon has to offer through our
transformative bursary programme.
Funded thorough the great
generosity of ODs, parents and
friends, applicants are individually
and independently assessed to
ensure their families are not only
in need of the financial support
available, but that the children
themselves will truly benefit from all
the Dragon has to offer.
This year three of the five bursary
recipients in our leaving A Block
have been awarded scholarships
to senior schools, with many of our
previous bursary recipients going on
to study at Oxford, Cambridge and
other high-ranking universities. Our
aim is to enable bursary pupils to
discover their potential and develop
a true life-long love of learning.

However, the life-changing experience afforded to our bursary pupils
would not be possible without the generosity shown by our community
of ODs, parents and friends. In order to fund our bursary scheme at its
current levels, a minimum of
£450,000 is required every
We remain committed to offering
year. In addition, the recent
our unique Dragon education to
COVID-19 pandemic has
those who would otherwise be
created a greater demand
unable to afford it, whilst also
on our bursary and hardship
supporting those already at the
funds than ever before. We
School who find themselves in
must now look to secure this
sudden, genuine and unexpected
integral part of our School’s
hardship as a result of the
culture by establishing an
coronavirus.
endowment fund to ensure we
Dr Crispin Hyde-Dunn
can continue to support future
generations of Dragons.
All gifts made to our bursary programme contribute to changing the
lives of our bursary pupils. Thank you in advance for your generous
consideration to support our bursary provision at the Dragon.

To make a gift, please use our donation form overleaf, or for a
personal discussion on giving opportunities at the School, please
contact Saira Uppal, Director of Development and External Relations,
saira.uppal@dragonschool.org or on +44 (0) 1865 315 415.

Signature:
Signature:
Date:
Date:

Download the Giving Form here

FREEPOST Dragon Development, Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford, OX2 6SS
FREEPOST
Dragon Development, Dragon School, Telephone:
Bardwell Road,
Oxford,315
OX2
Email: development.oﬃce@dragonschool.org
+44 (0)1865
4156SS
Email: development.oﬃce@dragonschool.org Telephone: +44 (0)1865 315 415

Return to: development.office@dragonschool.org
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Obituaries
Christopher Reuel Tolkien (OD 1937)
Editor and scholar, born 21 November 1924; died 16 January 2020
Christopher Tolkien, who has died aged 95, edited and published a
huge body of writings left by his father, J.R.R. Tolkien, extending the
world of Middle-earth created in The Hobbit (1937) and The Lord of
the Rings (1954-55), but also providing an unparalleled portrait of
a creative life. Becoming literary executor upon his father’s death in
1973, Christopher took charge of 70 boxes of papers ranging from
Oxford lectures to lexicons of invented Elvish.

Christopher lectured at Oxford on Old
and Middle English and Old Norse from
1954, and produced editions of three
Canterbury Tales with Nevill Coghill.
But in 1975 he resigned as fellow of New
College to focus on his father’s literary
legacy, without regrets.
For outstanding contribution to
literature, in 2016 Christopher received
the Bodley medal. Richard Ovenden,
Bodley’s librarian, said, ‘I can’t think of
another example where father and son
worked in such a way together and then
the son carried on the baton.’
Christopher married the sculptor
Faith Faulconbridge in 1951. In 1967
they divorced and he married Baillie
Knapheis, nee Klass.

Christopher was born in Leeds, the third son of Edith (nee Bratt)
and John Ronald Reuel Tolkien, professor of English language at
the university there. His father’s imagination struck such a chord
with him that Christopher once said he grew up in Middle-earth
and found the cities of ‘The Silmarillion’ ‘more real than Babylon’.
After his father became professor of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford,
Christopher went to the Dragon School there, and later to the
Oratory school in Caversham, Berkshire. Three years off with an
irregular heartbeat from 1938 coincided with early work on a sequel
to The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, which was written partly
to entertain him. He encouraged his father’s tendency to hobbit
whimsy, only curbed at the urging of the Oxford don CS Lewis.
After undertaking an abbreviated undergraduate course at Trinity
College, Oxford, at 17, Christopher trained in 1944-45 with the RAF
in South Africa. His father sent him the chapters of Frodo and
Sam’s journey to Mordor as they were written, including passages
that read like messages to soothe or stiffen his spirits. Christopher
responded with detailed, constructive critiques.
After the war he joined the Lewis–Tolkien circle, the Inklings, taking
over readings of The Lord of the Rings in his crisp, sonorous tones.
He completed an English degree at Trinity, then took a BLitt on the
Old Norse saga of King Heidrek the Wise. A critical edition in 1960
shows, like his father’s work, an aptitude for medieval linguistic
analysis and a fascination with the misty border between legend
and history.

Robert Temple Armstrong,
Lord Armstrong of Ilminster
(OD 1940)
Civil servant, born 30 March 1927; died 3 April 2020
Robert Armstrong, Lord Armstrong of Ilminster,
who has died aged 93, was the supreme Whitehall
mandarin – discreet, a staunch defender of official
secrecy, a loyal servant of his political masters. He
held all the key posts as he passed through the
Whitehall corridors of power.
He was private secretary first to the liberal,
reforming Labour home secretary Roy Jenkins,
and subsequently, between 1970 and 1975, to a
Conservative prime minister, Edward Heath, and
a Labour one, Harold Wilson. He was appointed
permanent secretary at the Home Office between
1977 and 1979, before reaching Whitehall’s
summit, the post of cabinet secretary, a position
he occupied between 1979 and 1987, most of
Margaret Thatcher’s premiership.
It was during the Thatcher period that Armstrong’s
name became known around the world when,
in 1986, he appeared as a key witness in the socalled Spycatcher trial, as the British government
attempted to prevent publication in Australia of
the memoirs of Peter Wright, a former MI5 officer.

Tolkien by the bonfire,
Dragon School

He read copiously, mostly classics
such as Walter Scott; wrote long and
beautifully crafted letters; and enjoyed
local wine, good food and convivial
conversation with regular visitors from
Britain. Terrifically funny, he was a gifted
mimic of others’ eccentricities.
He is survived by Baillie and their children,
Adam and Rachel, and by Simon, the
son of his first marriage.
The Guardian, Published on Mon 20 Jan.
2020, John Garth

Born in Headington, Oxford, Robert was the son
of the organist and eventual principal of the Royal
Academy of Music Thomas Armstrong, and his
wife, Hester (nee Draper). He was educated at the
Dragon School, Oxford, at Eton, where he was a
King’s scholar, and at Christ Church, Oxford, where
he studied classics and philosophy.
Armstrong’s defence of official secrecy led him
to assert an absolute constitutional doctrine to
prevent government officials from whistleblowing,
or in any way publicly questioning government
policy. Stung by the acquittal of Clive Ponting,
charged with breaking the Official Secrets Act
for sending details of the movements of the
Belgrano, the Argentinian cruiser torpedoed by
a British submarine during the Falklands war, he
rejected the argument by defence lawyers that
civil servants could appeal above the heads of
ministers to the ‘public interest’.

Credit: Chris McAndrew
Photography

He was a warmer, more sensitive man than he allowed
the public – or many of his professional colleagues – to
appreciate. He also possessed a dry humour.
He was knighted in 1978 and made a life peer 10
years later, after he retired, sitting in the Lords as a
crossbencher. Also, in 1988, he was appointed chair
of the Victoria and Albert Museum trustees. He was
appointed non-executive director to many companies,
including BAT Industries, the bankers NM Rothschild and
Sons, Rio Tinto, Shell, Lucas Industries, Carlton Television
and the Bank of Ireland.
But it was music that mattered most to him outside
Whitehall. He was secretary and then a board member
of the Royal Opera House from 1968 to 1993. He once
said he tried to write his cabinet minutes in sonata form,
with an exposition, development section, recapitulation
and coda. As a guest on BBC Radio 4’s Desert Island
Discs, he chose as a luxury some music manuscript
paper, a pencil and paper.
In 1985 he married Patricia Carlow, and she survives him
along with his two daughters, Jane and Teresa, from his
first marriage, to Serena (nee Chance).
The Guardian, Published on Sun 5 Apr. 2020,
Richard Norton-Taylor

In Memoriam
For a full list of available obituaries please click here.

2020
Christopher Tolkien (OD 1937) on 16 January 2020
Hugh Cecil (OD 1955) on 11 March 2020
Paul Turney (OD 1958) April 2020
Lord Armstrong of Ilminster (OD 1940) on 3 April 2020
John Lucas (OD 1942) on 5 April 2020
Sally Pearce (OD 1967) on 18 April 2020
Sir Eric Anderson (Former Parent) on 22 April 2020
Jean Buchanan (née Stark) (OD 1940) on 28 May 2020
Clive Reynard (OD 1960) on 29 May 2020
Felicity Bryan (Former Parent) on 21 June 2020
Sir David Rowe-Ham (OD 1949) on 21 July 2020

In 2019-2020…
Congratulations to…
Georgie Parsons, (née Medwell-Bates)
(OD 1998) and her husband, David,
on the birth of Zara Polly Veronica on
19 November 2019.
Massimo Iazzetti and his wife,
Valentina, on the birth of their
daughter, Vittoria on 8 October 2020.

2,500

lengths were swum
during relays in our
Dragon pool

10,957
hours were spent
teaching music
lessons

2019
Robert H. Ellis (OD 1940) on 12 February 2019
Cecil Woolf (OD 1940) on 10 June 2019
Thomas Derek Crosland (OD 1932) on 12 June 2019
Janet Church (Former Staff) on July 2019
Christopher Booker (OD 1951) on 3 July 2019
William Colman (OD 1951) on 27 July 2019
Michael Eagar (OD 1947) on August 2019
John Christopher Hemsley Longrigg (OD 1950) on 7 August 2019
Kim Christopher Bellamy (OD 1941) on 22 August 2019
James Cellan Jones (OD 1945) on 30 August 2019
Ashley Charles Victor Jones (OD 1974) on 13 September 2019
Professor Sir Christopher Dobson (Former Parent) on
8 September 2019
Dr Walter Frank Pick (OD 1949) on 25 September 2019
Christopher Bourne (OD 1948) on October 2019
Peter Russell Madge (OD 1969) on October 2019
Lt Cdr Stewart Hett, M.B.E., R.N. (Retd) (OD 1940) on 9 October 2019
William Munsey (OD 1946) on 19 October 2019
Alan Rees (OD 1942) on 24 October 2019
Jeremy Dobson (OD 1956) on 5 November 2019
Andrew Spurling (OD 1952) on 6 November 2019
John Alden (OD 1940) on December 2019
Stephen Garrett (OD 1936) on 2 December 2019
Simon Every (OD 1943) on 14 December 2019
The Hon John William Blackstock Butterworth (OD 1966) on
16 December 2019
Lord Williams of Elvel (OD 1946) on 30 December 2019
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Helen Mastrantone, Dragon
School Librarian, and her
husband, Simon, on the birth of
their daughter Alice Elizabeth on
24 April 2020.
Harriette Griffith-Jones, Dragon
School Sports Administrator and
Teacher of PE & Games, has become
engaged to Joe Quinn.

8,000
books are currently
housed in our Pre-Prep
library for our youngest
Dragons to enjoy

55

scholarships & exhibitions
were awarded across the
curriculum to senior schools

Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi (OD 1997)
on his marriage to HRH Princess
Beatrice on 17 July 2020.

25
Dragon QUEST activities
were arranged for its
launch in September

countries are
currently ‘home’ to
our Old Dragons

299
beds make up our
10 Day and Full
Boarding Houses

27

nationalities are
represented amongst
the children at the
Dragon School today

£450,000
Credit: Benjamin Wheeler

78

is the amount we
need to raise each
year to support
our transformative
Bursary programme

868
rings of the Dragon
Bell are heard in an
academic year

420

matches were
won across all
sports
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