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Dear Parents
In my assembly this week I talked about the value of friendship, 

and how our friends continue to mean so much to us even when 
we cannot be together. We considered how the friendships we 
make at the Dragon will stay with us for the rest of our lives, and 
reminded ourselves that time and distance cannot break the lasting 
bonds of a Dragon friendship. This was reinforced as I witnessed 
many joyful reunions when young Dragons returned to the School 
this week, and friends and classmates saw each other for the first 
time in months. It has been wonderful to welcome back so many of 
our young Dragons to the School on both the Bardwell Road and 
the Pre-Prep sites, and as staff we are really enjoying the sight and 
sound of children around the School once again.

During the penultimate week of this 
academic year, the classrooms have been 
hives of activity. At the Pre-Prep, Reception 
have been getting ready for their transition 
to Year One by adopting a more independent 
approach to learning, and had the 
opportunity to put to good use all the skills 
they have accrued over the year. 

Year 1 have been busy writing character 
profiles and Guess Who? riddles about various 
storyland heroes and villains. As well 
as creating characters for their story-box 
houses out of clay and other modelling 
materials, they have also been challenging 
themselves by working out some tricky 
vertical subtraction calculations using 
numbers to 100. Alongside this, all week they 
have been trying to emulate Mother Theresa’s 
kindness by creating a poster to illustrate and 
share her famous saying “Let us always meet 
each other with a smile, for the smile is the 
beginning of love”.

Meanwhile, Year 2 have been continuing 
their work as Super Scientists this week by 
investigating how germs are transferred by 
touch. They have learnt about the lifechanging 
discoveries of Florence Nightingale, Joseph 
Lister and Alexander Fleming. Using the 
results from their bread experiment last 
week, they have identified how bread 
touched by unwashed hands noticeably grew 
the most mould due to the transfer of germs.  

The Year 3 children who returned to school 
this week began with time at the Prep school 
site; they were full of excitement to be back, 
quickly settling to their morning lessons whilst 
mixed in classes across the year group. 
Conversation bubbled away at every 
opportunity, and it was lovely to see them so 
happy in School, and so pleased to see their 
friends again. Learning about the layout of 
different types of leaflets and the language 

used to entice people to buy, visit or learn 
about something, created lots of discussion 
and in particular the travel leaflet about 
Barbados, which definitely seems to be on the 
wish list of some of the children now.  
A carousel of sporting skills and activities in the 
afternoons ensured they enjoyed the summer 
sunshine and went home content, if a little 
tired! Some Year 3 parents participated in a 
Zoom meeting last Friday in which Rupert and 
Lucy Blencowe presented some information 
about No 14 day and flexi-boarding, illustrated 
with photographs of House life.

At Bardwell Road, the A Block Geography 
lessons have been taking the form of a 
Geography Festival, covering a variety of 
important geographical issues which the 
children are likely to revisit at their senior 
schools. The week started with a look at the 
WE Villages charity work providing water for 
isolated communities around the world, 
which links to the A Block charity project for 
this year. They then enjoyed a lesson on 
‘Factfulness’, which challenged their 
conceptions and misconceptions of how we 
view the world and the information that we 
are given by the media and those around us. 
In the final week of term, A Block will be 
looking at Geography beyond prep school, 
including some recorded interviews with 
senior school Heads of Departments. 
Meanwhile in their Science lessons A Block 
are delivering speeches arguing the case for 
why their chosen scientist should be the 
greatest of their age, and B Block children are 
working on projects looking at how to 
support endangered species.  

C Block have been busy ‘staging’ their C Block 
musical The Little Mermaid, costumed and 
designed entirely by the cast and recorded in 
Zoom meetings from home. The cast and 
crew have been meeting up virtually on 
Saturday mornings and aim to complete the 

project by the end of term. The costumes, 
wigs and face paint have all looked wonderful 
on camera and we look forward to seeing the 
finished production. 

In English lessons, the children in D, C and B 
Block took part in the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s ‘Share your Shakespeare’ 
challenge. This was a creative challenge 
where aspiring young actors were given the 
task of creatively performing some of 
Shakespeare’s most famous lines whilst in 
lockdown, and our young Dragons proudly 
showed their dramatic flair.

The curriculum Music lessons this week for 
children both at home and in school centred 
around the concept of writing a soundscape 
which evoked sounds of either ‘Home’ or 
‘The Dragon’. Pupils found ways to use their 
bodies and voices to create the sound of rain 
on the forum roof, children giggling as they 
play, and pupils shushing each other  
because Ma is coming. Next week they will 
finish this ambitious project by creating a 
graphic score for their piece. Other musical 
items to anticipate include the completion of 
an online Solos Concert, and some virtual 
choir singing from Idris in the Leavers’ Service 
on Sunday.

With just one more week until the end of this 
most unusual term, may I remind our Boarding 
parents to contact Houseparents to arrange a 
time for the collection of their children’s 
possessions. In the coming days we are 
looking forward to the various virtual prize-
giving events. Parents have received an email 
with all the details and I do hope that you will 
be able to enjoy these celebrations.

With all best wishes

Crispin Hyde-Dunn
Headmaster
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Notices

Holiday Competition
 ‘Dragon Pastoral Values’

.

In what ways have you shown these values over the holiday?
This can be a piece of art, a series of photos, poetry, a story – 
whatever medium you want to use. 

There will be a prize for each Block and Year Group winners, 
across both sites, and also Highly Commended certificates.

Please submit entries to: wellbeingideas@dragonschool.org 

HOLIDAY DIARIES 
The tradition of holiday diaries goes back to the earliest days of the Dragon. Pupils in all Blocks 
(including the Pre-Prep) are invited to write a diary over the summer holidays. Writing a diary is 
an excellent way of capturing the highs - and lows - of the holidays, as well as maintaining 
literacy over the long break. For older pupils it can be an asset at interviews for senior schools but, 
above all, it should be written for fun.

mailto:wellbeingideas%40dragonschool.org?subject=
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Notices continued

CORONATHON CHALLENGE
Dragon Sculling Coach, Annabel 
Eyres, and her friend Tiffany, a 
Triathlete and Ironman, have 
launched the Coronathon to raise 
money for the Oxford University 
Coronavirus Research Fund. On the 
weekend of July 25th / 26th, all 
participants are to complete their 
Coronathon Challenge in one or 
more of the disciplines detailed on 
the poster (left). There is a £10 
suggested donation to take part, 
and further sponsorship from friends 
and family is encouraged.

Please view the poster for more 
information, or visit their website. 
Alternatively, please visit their 
fundraising page.

Annabel and Tiffany are very happy 
to help any Dragon, or their parents, 
if they need any training advice. 
Please use the contact form on their 
website.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A CHARITY 
CHALLENGE WITH A DIFFERENCE

Are you ready to 
start moving again? 
Or put that 
lockdown fitness to 
a good cause? Were 
you supposed to do 
an event this 
summer and it was 
cancelled? Here is 
your chance to join 
a global sports team 
to raise funds to 
support some of 
the best 
Coronavirus 
research in the 
world at Oxford 
University.

You may have heard of the 
millions of pounds of funding 

the programme has already 
received, but this has been 
pigeon-holed for the vaccine 
and testing programmes only 
- all other Coronavirus 
related projects rely on 
grants and philanthropy.  Our 
efforts will allow for even 
more research and help to 
bring a quicker end to this 
Pandemic.

As a member of the global 
team, you will choose one or 
more sport for your 
Coronathon challenge: 
walking, swimming, running, 
cycling or rowing. You may 
complete any challenge of 
your choice, whether it be a 
5k run or a whole Ironman, 
whilst fundraising for a cause 
that affects us all. Participate 
as an individual, team, or 
corporate team, with friends, 
family or sports clubs. 

If you would like to join, 
please donate a minimum of 
£10 to our fundraising page. 
Then ask friends and family 
to sponsor your challenge by 
also donating here on our 
Virgin Money Giving Page

Next, please visit 
www.coronathon.co.uk
to register and see your 
challenge displayed on the 
Team page of the website.
Then join our Facebook 
Event page,  post about your 
challenge and share with your 
friends too. 

The Coronathon has been created 
by old school friends, Tiffany 
Jolowicz and Annabel Eyres.  Tiff had 
entered her final Ironman 
competition intended for July.  She 
will be completing the distance 
regardless, with support from her 
family on July 25/26th at home in 
Switzerland .  Annabel and family 
will be less ambitious but will 
complete a swimming and running 
challenge in the New Forest.  

PICK UP AND DROP OFF
With the return to School for many of our young Dragons, may we take this opportunity to please remind you to take extra care 
during drop-off and collection, remembering social distancing guidelines amidst pedestrians. For the safety of all, please do not 
park over the zigzag or double yellow lines, and remember to turn off vehicle engines when parked. Richard’s Lane and Middle 
Way are particularly narrow, so we ask that you please do take extra care, considering local residents and pedestrians.

http://www.coronathon.co.uk
http://www.coronathon.co.uk
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=CORONATHON&isTeam=true
http://www.coronathon.co.uk
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Notices continued

We’ve been busy pu� ing lots of new measures in place across our 
retail stores so we can re-open our doors safely this summer

RETAIL BRANCHES Re-opening Monday 22nd June
Our branches will look a li� le di� erent to normal this summer. We have 
introduced hand sanitising stations at all our entrances and placed floor 
markers to aid social distancing.

To keep our sta�  and customers safe we will be operating on an appointment 
only basis this Summer so we can more easily manage the number of 
people in our stores at any one time.

CUSTOMER SERVICE Re-opening Monday 15th June
Our friendly Mail Order and Branch Customer service teams return on 
the 15th of June. If you require support with registering on our website, 
making a purchase online, book an appointment or checking the status of an 
order our Customer Service teams are available Monday - Saturday 9:00am till 
5:30pm.

WEBSITE
Our distribution centres have introduced additional health & safety measures 
and we have recruited additional sta�  to help manage the increase in website 
orders this summer. We advise all orders to be placed by July 17th for delivery 
before term starts.

We work with a number of couriers who have all confirmed they are currently 
operating a contactless drop o�  service for added safety.

Visit our award winning website www.stevensons.co.uk to place your order 
today and take advantage of our industry leading 120 day returns policy.

APPOINTMENTS Now Live!
We have launched over 33,000 appointments for this summer and would 
encourage all new starters to book an appointment via our website for an 
instore fi� ing.

To limit the number of people in our stores and ensure we have the correct 
stock available we have allocated each school a unique recommended 
appointment week. If you are unsure when your schools appointment week is 
please visit our website and check the ‘my schools’ page.

Appointments are booking up fast, so don’t delay, register and book today!

Give us a call on 01727 815700

making a purchase online, book an appointment or checking the status of an 

We have also implemented a number of additional cleaning and health 
& safety measures including cashless transactions, where possible and 
safeguarding of tried on garments.

STEVENSONS - SCHOOL UNIFORM
Please see the poster regarding Stevensons re-opening and the changes that they have had to put in place. They are running an appointment service 
and places are filling up fast. Please do book online if you would like to visit the shop; alternatively uniform can be bought from their website.

https://www.stevensons.co.uk/
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Notices continued

CHANGEMAKERS
Why not explore the Changemakers Blog on 
FireFly for some suggestions of projects that 
your family can get involved in this week? 
Ideas range from sending a care package to 
an NHS staff member at one of the Oxford 
Hospitals, to ‘Give and Cake’ - an initiative 
by Young Minds charity that encourages you 
to bake a cake and arrange a catch-up with 
friends. There are also some reminders of a 
few positives that can be found, even during 
this difficult time. A link to the blog can be 
found on the Wellbeing page of FireFly. 
Please email Ma King for further information 
or suggestions.

DRAGON WELLBEING
We all recognise that feelings of wellbeing 
are fundamental to our overall health and 
enable us to successfully overcome difficulties 
and achieve what we want out of life. With 
this very much in mind, a team at the Dragon 
set out to create wellbeing newsletters and 
pages on FireFly to support the Dragon 
Community. We have been inundated with 
wonderful tips, advice, resources and ideas 
of how to look after our wellbeing during 
lockdown. From Yoga positions, gardening 
hints and mindful activities, it has proved to be a success among the whole community. Please 
do follow our pages on FireFly for pupils and newsletters sent to parents by email.

https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/firefly-training-session/changemakers-page/welcome-to-the-changemakers-blog
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/firefly-training-session/changemakers-page/welcome-to-the-changemakers-blog
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/wellbeing
mailto:changemakers@dragonschool.org
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/wellbeing/
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Pre-Prep News
BUTTERFLY GARDENS  
AND SCULPTING SUNFLOWERS
Reception have been getting ready for their 
transition to Year One by adopting a more 
independent approach to learning. Last 
week they focused on some independent 
writing about their weekend to come, and 
had the opportunity to put to good use all 
the skills they have accrued over the year. 
This week they continue with their Inspire 
Maths journey, having made a very promising 
start on ordering numbers last week. Art this 
week involves a sculpting activity; the 
children will first make salt dough if they are 
at home, or use clay if they are at school, to 
create and decorate a sunflower. They will 
then carefully sculpt and decorate a bee  
to add to the centre of their flower. We  
hope that it will be a memento of their 
minibeast topic and a reminder of the 
importance of the pollinators they have  
been learning about.  

ONCE UPON A TIME… 
“In a wonderful place, at the breaking of dawn, where the breezes were soft, and the 
sunshine was warm…” This week, Dr Hyde-Dunn reads ‘The Koala Who Could’ for this 
week’s Pre-Prep Storytime. The koala is called Kevin, and Kevin doesn’t like change. 

Prep News
A BLOCK CHARITY CHALLENGE
Following 9 years of fundraising for countless very worthy causes, our remarkable A Block 
have joined together one last time to complete their final challenge. They have so far 
achieved an incredible 1460km of their 1597km target, as they begin their final leg, 
‘returning’ to the Dragon from their Art trip in St Ives – well done A Block!

Our young Dragons are raising money for WE Villages’ Water Pillar. Find out more about 
their challenge and donate to their Virgin Money page here.

ONLINE LATIN AND FRENCH
Dr Norton and his wife, Ma 
Norton, will be offering an 
online course in Latin and 
French for those intending to 
take scholarship exams next 
year. If you are interested, please 
contact Dr Norton. Please note 
that this is NOT organised by the 
School, and is a purely private 
arrangement.

https://www.dragonschool.org/pre-prep-storytime/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/ABlockCharityEvent
https://www.wecharity.org/we-villages/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/ABlockCharityEvent
mailto:pnorton16@hotmail.com
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Prep News continued

THREE TIMES THE CLIMB
Every year since joining the Dragon in D Block, Gavin Siebert has undertaken a summiting 
challenge to raise money for Oxford charities. By bicycle, he has tackled Tour de France peaks 
with the goal of raising £1 for every metre of elevation climbed. Over the course of the last three 
years he has raised more than £6,140. In this, his final year at the Dragon, he will take on his 
most ambitious challenge yet, the three climbs of Provence’s Mt. Ventoux, in hopes of raising 
£4,830. As a Leaver, Gavin can’t think of a better cause than the Dragon Bursary Fund which 
makes it possible for others to benefit from and enjoy the exceptional Dragon Education. He hopes 
you will consider making a donation, especially now when the need has never been greater.

FUTURE SCHOOLS
Please can parents ensure the Future Schools 
team are kept up to date with any senior 
school registrations or withdrawals. Several 
schools have pre-tests next term, so it is very 
helpful if we know as early as possible which 
school to prepare children for. We are currently 
organising Pre-Test Preparation groups for the 
start of September for current D and C Block 
children if they are registered for the relevant 
schools. Please visit the portal under ‘Future 
Schools’ for helpful information regarding 
senior schools and pre-tests.

COMING SOON: NEW RECOMMENDED READING LISTS!
At the end of every Summer Term, the Prep Library produces booklets of recommended 
reading for pleasure and for variety of choice (this is not required reading in any way). 
Traditionally, they have consisted of fiction; this year sees the addition of a range of non-
fiction. Further information will be available in the Notices to Parents. The booklets will 
be available on the FireFly Enrichment pages, where you can also find the current 
reading lists, and all sorts of resources from the Prep Library, including links to sites 
providing free e-books. Happy holiday reading!

DRAGON PIANO FESTIVAL FINAL 
CONCERT NOW AVAILABLE 
After a slight delay we are pleased to announce 
that all four Piano Festival Concerts are now 
available in the ‘Concerts and Performances’ 
area of FireFly. Many 
congratulations to all 
who took part and a 
huge thank you to all 
our piano VMTs and 
especially to Ma Suter 
for organising it.

A BLOCK LEAVERS –  
THE DRACONIAN
Dear Parents,
When your child leaves the Dragon, we 
traditionally like to include a record of 
their final year achievements in The 
Draconian. The Draconian is given to 
members of the school community and 
also to members of the public, so we 
need to seek both your consent, and 
your child’s consent (permission) to 
publish personal information about your 
child. Please follow this link for you and 
your child to grant permission for this 
information to be shared. We do hope 
that you and your child will be happy to 
be involved in this, and would be grateful 
for your response by 4 July 2020. If you 
have any concerns or queries, please 
contact our School Compliance 
Officer, Claire White.

https://www.dragonschool.org/three-times-the-climb/
https://www.dragonschool.org/three-times-the-climb/
https://www.dragonschool.org/three-times-the-climb/
https://portal.dragonschool.org/login
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/library
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/music-1/concerts-and-performances
https://www.dragonschool.org/a-block-leavers-the-draconian/
mailto:data.protection%40dragonschool.org?subject=
mailto:data.protection%40dragonschool.org?subject=
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Prep News continued

DRAGON QUEST
There’s still time for children in 
Years 3 and 4 to join the new 
QUEST adventure, starting this 
September. Click here to see what the exciting new enrichment 
curriculum has to offer. From discovering Swahili greetings to milking a 
cow, there really is a diverse range of pursuits and experiences to 
embrace in order to develop new and exciting skills to take with them 
on their Dragon QUEST and beyond. If you are yet to sign up and want 
to do so, please refer to the previous correspondence sent out of Friday 
12th June. #DiscoverDevelopDare

*NEW* VIRTUAL BOOK CLUBS AT THE PREP
Pupils are encouraged to take part in the Library’s virtual book 
clubs with Ma McMeekin. These can be accessed within the 
Library area of FireFly, under Enrichment. The pages for the 
clubs (A & B Block, C & D Block, and D & E Block) include the 
material for discussion and some prompts to get the conversations 
started. The clubs are running in the format of a discussion forum 
where pupils can post their opinions at leisure. We are aiming for 
enjoyable, lively, and thought-provoking sharing of ideas, in true 
Dragon style. You can find other resources and activities on the 
Library’s Enrichment pages too, including our recommended 
reading for pleasure booklets and login details for the enhanced 
version of Britannica digital learning.

Parents of A Block Leavers: over the coming weeks there will be 
various parent-organised events for the leavers; all the relevant 
details will be posted on Classlist. Please do sign up in order to 
stay informed about what is going on.

DUCS LEAGUE – RACE ACROSS THE WORLD
The Race Across the World Challenge is progressing nicely, but 
there are still some miles to go for each year group, so we are 
extending this week’s DUCS challenge until Monday, with a 
brand-new challenge to kickstart the summer holidays next 
Wednesday. We have loved seeing Dragons engage and have fun 
with the DUCS League and look forward to announcing in 
September which individuals and forms participated the most. 

Week two update - E Block are on their way to Bordeaux; D Block 
have passed Milan; C Block are seriously close to entering Greece; 
B Block have just passed Istanbul; and the staff are in Montenegro! 
D & C Block are nearing their final destination, but anything 
could happen in 5 days, so get out in the sunshine and walk, run, 
cycle and swim. You can do it Dragons!

OBSERVED CREATIONS
In the VHC D Block created pictures in response to the artist Tom 
Phillips, who utilises books and text in the creation of his art. The 
montage shows some super examples with some well thought use 
of the text.

This week’s art task was 
to create a miniature 
still life drawing from 
observation, with the 
montage showing a 
lovely variety of well 
observed creations. 
Well done all!

https://www.dragonschool.org/quest-brochure
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/library
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/library
https://classlist.com/
https://dragonschool.app.box.com/s/53bk38ftkoy42wgr1fxxyatiudejdk8x
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Once a Dragon, Always a Dragon



11

Once a Dragon, Always a Dragon continued

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH MUSIC COMPETITION
Former Dragon teacher Ario Brunet (OD 2001) is now connected 
to a relatively new international youth music competition. Since 
the lockdown they have taken the competition online and are 
delighted to share this opportunity with our young musicians. If 
you think this is of interest please see their website for more 
detailed information. The 2020 Competition brochure can be 
found here.

Deadline for entry: Monday, 3rd August, 2020

VIRTUAL OPEN MORNINGS

Prep – Day & Boarding Children Saturday, 19th September 2020

Pre-Prep – Friday, 2nd October 2020

Virtual Open Morning – Saturday, 10th October 2020

To book on to our Virtual Open Morning, or to arrange a video call, you are very welcome to contact us by email 
on admissions@dragonschool.org or by telephone on 01865 315 405/413.

For more information about these, or any other events, please visit our website www.dragonschool.org  
or contact Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford OX2 6SS  •  Tel: 01865 315400  

The Dragon School Trust Ltd is registered as a charity, no. 309676, and as a limited company, no. 524331 at the above address.

OLD DRAGON RECORD BREAKER
GB’s Tom George (OD 2008) has broken the GB Rowing Team 
men’s 2km indoor rowing record while training at home, 
setting a new fastest-ever British time of 05:39.6 and becoming 
the first ever British rower – and eighth man ever – to break  
the 5:40 barrier.

Tom’s time beats the current GB Rowing men’s team record  
of 5:40 held by teammate Moe Sbihi, who himself broke  
Sir Matthew Pinsent’s 11-year record in 2015.

Click here to read British Rowing’s full article

Tom visited the School last term to coach our young Dragons, 
and we hope to have him back to visit the Dragon again in the 
future. Congratulations Tom, what an incredible achievement!

#DIGITALDRAGONS
Connect with the Dragon on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter to keep up to 
date with what the Dragon community are getting up to. Tag the Dragon in your 
posts to share with us what you’re up to during lockdown, and use the 
#DigitalDragons.

http://www.newtalentyouthmusic.com
https://www.ayacademy.net/en/competition-2020-brochure/
https://www.dragonschool.org/admissions/open-mornings-visits/
https://www.dragonschool.org/book-a-video-call/
mailto:admissions@dragonschool.org
http://www.dragonschool.org
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG3slefvqYaTk0oYUD-Xwww%3Freload%3D9
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login%3Fsession_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fcompany%252Fthe-dragon-school-oxford%252Fabout
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
https://www.britishrowing.org/2020/06/tom-george-breaks-gb-rowing-team-2km-record-in-lockdown/?fbclid=IwAR2WGGICmV2-ziIEe2DZdIPSJdXb5kLM466Podbnt2ToH7opjOKF9Nzq330
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool

