
1

News and Events for Dragon Parents
DragonNEWS
WEEK OF 12.6.2020

FEATURED 
 

RECEPTION RETURN
PAGE 5

A BLOCK CHARITY  
CHALLENGE

PAGE 6

DUCS LEAGUE –  
RACE ACROSS THE WORLD

PAGE 9



2

The last half term of the academic year is well underway, and 
for the second week since lockdown began we are really 

enjoying having some of our C Block, Year 1 and Reception children 
back in school at both the Prep and Pre-Prep sites. Meanwhile the 
rest of our young Dragons continue to learn virtually both in 
Oxford and throughout the world.

We enjoyed welcoming prospective Pre-Prep 
parents to a ‘virtual’ open morning last Friday, 
and we were grateful for a range of video 
contributions from current and former Pre-
Prep pupils which gave a flavour of all that is 
on offer at our School. Last week was also a 
memorable week for many A Block parents, 
who found themselves offering even more 
support than usual, acting as invigilators 
while their children sat their 13+ Common 
Entrance exams at home, for the first time in 
the Dragon’s history! Congratulations to all 
our CE candidates and their parents for their 
adaptability and resilience in such unusual 
circumstances. 

In our virtual assembly this week we 
considered the heightened relevance of the 
values on which our School is built – Kindness, 
Courage and Respect. This is especially 
important in the current social climate with 
the focus upon inequalities which sadly still 
exist in the way people are treated within 
some communities. I talked about how it 
might feel to be treated in the opposite way 
to these values of Kindness, Courage and 
Respect and then I spoke of ways in which we 
can seek opportunities every day, especially 
during this period of lockdown, to 
demonstrate small acts of Kindness, Courage 
and Respect to those around us. 

From assembly to the classroom, where this 
week the children have been as industrious 
as ever. In Science, two groups of A Block 
children have been looking back in time to 
consider our prehistoric ancestors and the 
evidence for how they gradually formed 
civilisations. B Block have been discussing 
some of the biological problems in our 
oceans and also considering how animals 
have adapted to their environments over 
many generations. Our A Block have also 
been looking at the ‘Golden Rule’ of treating 
others as we would wish to be treated 
ourselves, and have then considered Norman 
Rockwell’s iconic 1961 illustration of the 
same subject, a print of which is displayed 
outside one of the classrooms.  

This week in their Drama lessons, Middle 
School Dragons are taking part in Canford 
School’s Creative Writing Competition, while 
B, C and D Block are getting involved in the 
Royal Shakespeare Company ‘Share your 
Shakespeare’ challenge, where they will be 
recording videos of famous Shakespeare lines 
and scenes. 

Some of our ‘post exam’ A Block Dragons 
have been inspired by the BBC2 TV 
programme ‘Race Across the World’ this 
week and in Geography lessons they are now 
planning and researching their own trips 
across Europe, aiming to complete their 
journey without using any air travel and by 
spending as little money as possible. They will 
choose the sights to visit along the way and 
identify where they will stay, keeping a close 
eye on balancing their finances as they go. 
We are anticipating that this might also 
encourage some adventurous Gap Year travel 
in a few years’ time!

At the Pre-Prep, Reception have been 
studying The Very Hungry Caterpillar. After 
learning about the many foods he ate, the 
children were encouraged to do some tasting 
of different foods themselves, and then made 
their own caterpillar-friendly salads. Our Year 
1 Dragons have been having fun creating 
story boxes for different characters in 
Fairyland this week, choosing as their subjects 
the Witch’s house in Hansel and Gretel, the 
Giant’s castle, and Cinderella’s palace. In 
Maths they have learned about ‘place value’ 
of numbers in counting all the way up to 100, 
and in Science, the giant bubble-making 
experiments caused much excitement! In 
Geography the children have been 
investigating a distant locality, with the aim of 
creating a holiday leaflet to entice tourists to 
visit their chosen destination. 

Meanwhile, Year 2 have been busy 
investigating powerful vocabulary that can be 
used to paint a picture in a reader’s mind. 
They have been comparing and describing 
elements of a setting and its characters, using 

an array of adjectives to depict senses and 
similes for reader impact. As budding 
scientists, they have also been investigating 
acoustics and learning about the work 
of Alexander Graham Bell and the invention 
of the telephone.

Continuing with a scientific theme, Year 3 are 
learning to use ‘Branching Keys’ to identify 
and classify living things. Specific questions 
have helped them to sort Vertebrates and 
Invertebrates into groups depending on their 
features. The children have also been doing 
some independent research on classifying 
some of the more unusual creatures such as 
the duck-billed platypus and have discovered 
that this is not as easy as it might seem! Year 
3 children are very much looking forward to 
their virtual introduction to E Block on Tuesday 
afternoon. For this special event, our current E 
Block School Council have put together a 
short presentation, and the E Block form 
takers will be introducing themselves. There 
will also be a Question and Answer session at 
the end, led by Mr Anderson.

Finally, a reminder that although this Friday, 
12th June, was to have been an exeat, in the 
current circumstances we have decided to run 
a normal school day with lessons at Bardwell 
Road ending at 4pm, and 3.30pm at the Pre-
Prep. However, if your child is on site and you 
would prefer to collect them after the inner 
core lessons finish at lunchtime (12pm at the 
Pre-Prep and 12.45pm at the Prep School) you 
are most welcome to do so, but we ask that 
you kindly email in advance either Annie 
McNeile, Head of Pre-Prep or Alison 
Malcolm, Head of Middle School, to let 
them know of this arrangement.  

Thank you all once again for your ongoing 
support and feedback on our Virtual Holistic 
Curriculum and our onsite provision, and I 
wish you all a restful and peaceful weekend.

With all best wishes

Crispin Hyde-Dunn

Dear Parents

https://www.dragonschool.org/headmasters-assemblies/
mailto:annie.mcneile@dragonschool.org
mailto:annie.mcneile@dragonschool.org
mailto:alison.malcom@dragonschool.org
mailto:alison.malcom@dragonschool.org
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Notices
THE PUFFIN FESTIVAL OF BIG DREAMS
The Puffin Festival of Big Dreams will reach its finale this weekend with live extravaganzas at 11am 
on 13th and 14th June. Watch here or click here to visit their Facebook page for the full line-up.

On Saturday, join the Detective Society from the Murder Most Unladylike series as the day 
begins with an interactive ‘Solve the Crime Live’ with our very own Robin Stevens (OD 2001)! 
Next, meet real life puffins on Coquet Island with the RSPB. Then, go on an exclusive tour of 
the Wimpy Kid studio with best-selling author Jeff Kinney. On Sunday, take part in a draw-along 
with budding astronaut Rocket from Look Up! by Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola. Next, meet 
Carrie Hope Fletcher, West End star and author of the newly re-imagined Ballet Shoes book Into 
The Spotlight. Then, go on an adventure through the stars with Lucy Hawking, writer of 
Unlocking the Universe. Finally, the winners of the National Book Tokens and Puffin Big Dreamers 
Writing Competition will be announced. To those of you who submitted a story, very well done, 
and do let us know if you win.

(https:/www.penguin.co.uk/puffin/dream-big.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC9XXoFSuEuhhx_D37wFq6M1gYEVU6gHz
https://www.facebook.com/PuffinBooks
https://bit.ly/MurderMostWS


4

Notices continued

ARDUUS AD SOLEM – COMMUNITY SONG PROJECT 
FINAL CALL
We had our final online choral singing session last Tuesday 
where the assembled singers really raised the roof with their 
rendition of the Arduus ad Solem song. It is proving to be 
a wonderful way to celebrate the Dragon core values of 
Kindness, Courage and Respect. 

All are welcome to take part from the Dragon community, 
both past and present, and the more who do the better. 
Zoom details can be found within the ‘Choirantine’ section 
of Firefly’s Enrichment area.

If you would like to appear in the song and accompanying 
video, here’s how:

If you’d like to be involved but not feature on the video then 
please send through an audio only clip. Click here to send 
in your file. *Please include the names of those who appear 
in the video so that we can confirm permissions for sharing 
the video on the School website and social media.

The deadline for submissions is this Friday (12th June). The 
videos are coming in thick and fast now and I am keen that 
as many people are featured as possible in this momentous 
project.

We have an amazing community and it would be wonderful 
for us to come together to celebrate it through music.

CHANGEMAKERS
Why not explore the Changemakers Blog on 
FireFly for some suggestions of projects that 
your family can get involved in this week? 
Ideas range from sending a care package to 
an NHS staff member at one of the Oxford 
Hospitals, to ‘Give and Cake’ - an initiative 
by Young Minds charity that encourages you 
to bake a cake and arrange a catch-up with 
friends. There are also some reminders of a 
few positives that can be found, even during 
this difficult time. A link to the blog can be 
found on the Wellbeing page of FireFly. 
Please email Ma King for further information 
or suggestions.

DRAGON WELLBEING
We all recognise that feelings of wellbeing 
are fundamental to our overall health and 
enable us to successfully overcome difficulties 
and achieve what we want out of life. With 
this very much in mind, a team at the Dragon 
set out to create wellbeing newsletters and 
pages on Firefly to support the Dragon 
Community. We have been inundated with 
wonderful tips, advice, resources and ideas 
of how to look after our wellbeing during 
lockdown. From Yoga positions, gardening 
hints and mindful activities, it has proved to be a success among the whole community.  
Please do follow our pages on Firefly for pupils and newsletters sent to parents by email.

https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/music-ensembles-1/choirantine
mailto:Song_Cl.mq7cfiutvky85k8c@u.box.com
mailto:Song_Cl.mq7cfiutvky85k8c@u.box.com
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/firefly-training-session/changemakers-page/welcome-to-the-changemakers-blog
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/firefly-training-session/changemakers-page/welcome-to-the-changemakers-blog
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/wellbeing
mailto:changemakers@dragonschool.org
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/wellbeing/
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Pre-Prep News
RECEPTION RETURN
Those Reception children who have returned 
to School seem to have settled in like they 
have never been away and have been working 
hard to show their Mas just how hard they 
have worked on the VHC during lockdown. 
Those continuing to learn virtually have been 
meeting every morning and continuing to 
try their very best at the VHC. Last week 
the children explored making the number 
17 using Numicon tiles and they practised 
writing out their findings as calculations. As 
we are studying the ‘Very Hungry Caterpillar’, 
the children were encouraged to do some 
tasting of different foods and then made 
their very own Caterpillar Salads. As you can 
see some of the things they used were quite 
ingenious and look delicious.

PICASSO AND NEWTON
In Art, Year 2 have been exploring using 
lines and dots to create a variety of effects 
and patterns. They have linked this to their 
learning on Pablo Picasso’s famous works 
where he used basic lines and shapes to 
paint his many abstract portraits. (Artwork, 
pictured, by Dev)   

What is gravity? How do you conduct a fair 
test? As Year 2 scientists the children have been 
exploring and investigating Sir Isaac Newton’s 
theory of gravity. Every week Year 2 will be 
learning about famous scientists and conducting 
experiments. This week the children have made 
spinners to conduct their testing and record the 
effects gravity has on falling objects. (Hannah, 
pictured, dropping her spinners at home)

ONCE UPON A TIME… 
In Yawnalot, a sleepy old place, where everyone knew each other’s face…This week, 
Dr Hyde-Dunn reads the story of ‘Zebracadabra’ by Helen and Thomas Docherty, 
from his study.

https://www.dragonschool.org/pre-prep-storytime/
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Pre-Prep News continued

SOLAR OVEN SUCCESS
Grace (1B) has planned and made her 
very own solar oven. She was very 
excited when it worked to melt her 
s’mores! She explained all about how 
it was good to save electricity and how 
the foil reflects light and the black card 
absorbs heat.

EXPLORING THE OUT-CORE ON VHC
In Art and DT lessons Year 3 have been developing their 
skills of creativity and experimentation to design their own 
building and cityscapes based on the natural form. Inspired 
by the architect Norman Forster the children drew their 

own buildings and used recycled materials to construct and 
adjust their designs in the process. Leo, a budding architect 
and engineer, created a city scape and ‘The Pencil’ – a 
structure which has a marble base, concrete and clear glass 
and topped with mutlicoloured stained glass.

Prep News
A BLOCK CHARITY CHALLENGE
Following 9 years of fundraising for countless 
incredible causes, our remarkable A Block are 
joining together one last time to complete 
their final challenge. Help support this 
year’s A Block as they run, cycle, swim, walk 
round the UK ‘visiting’ sites that they have 
experienced throughout their time at the 
Dragon, from Pre-Prep all the way to A Block! 
Our young Dragons are looking to cover an 
impressive 1,597km and are raising money 
for WE Villages’ Water Pillar. Donate to 
their Virgin Money page here.

*NEW* VIRTUAL BOOK CLUBS AT THE PREP
Pupils are encouraged to take part in the Library’s virtual book clubs with Ma 
McMeekin. These can be accessed within the Library area of FireFly, under Enrichment. 
The pages for the clubs (A & B Blocks, C & D Blocks, and E Block) include the material 
for discussion and some prompts to get the conversations started. The clubs are running 
in the format of a discussion forum where pupils can post their opinions at leisure. 
We are aiming for enjoyable, lively, and thought-provoking sharing of ideas, in true 
Dragon style. You can find other resources and activities on the Library’s Enrichment 
pages too, including our recommended reading for pleasure booklets and login details 
for the enhanced version of Britannica digital learning.

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/ABlockCharityEvent
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/ABlockCharityEvent
https://www.wecharity.org/we-villages/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/ABlockCharityEvent
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/library
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/library
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/library
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Prep News continued

NO 14 BOARDING TASTER – YEAR 3
Dear Year 3 Parents,

Rupert and I are the Houseparents of No 14 Bardwell Road, the 
Dragon Day Boarding House for Day Boys and Day Girls in Years 
4-6. Our Day Boarders stay with us on regular nights each week and 
are booked in for the length of a term or half-term. Where space 
allows, we also offer Flexible Boarding (the occasional night booked 
at a week’s notice). We are aware that some of you have already 
expressed an interest in Day and Flexible Boarding and that some of 
you may like to know a little more about what we offer. We would 
usually invite the Year 3 children who might be interested to have tea 
with us at No 14 prior to them starting in Year 4. Sadly, due to the 
current circumstances, we are unable to offer tea or a trial night  in 
June this year. However, for those of you who would like to meet us 
and find out a little more about Day Boarding and Flexible Boarding 
in No 14, we warmly invite you and your children to a Zoom call at 
5pm on Friday 19th June. In September we still plan to offer a trial 
night for those in Year 4.

If you would like to attend the Zoom meeting, please let me know 
and I will send you a link. Alternatively, I can share our House 
Handbook with you so that you can get an idea of what No 14 has 
to offer.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes,

Lucy and Rupert Blencowe

lucy.blencowe@dragonschool.org 

D BLOCK GEOGRAPHY PROJECT
D Block geographers are continuing their 
study of the United Nations Global Goals for 
Sustainable Development. In their project 
work last week, they were asked to design 
the art work for a Government Report on the 
Global Goals. Pictured are some examples of 
the fabulous work created. 
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Prep News continued

Parents of A Block Leavers: over the 
coming weeks there will be various 
parent-organised events for the leavers; 
all the relevant details will be posted on 
Classlist. Please do sign up in order to 
stay informed about what is going on.

#DRAGONIMPACT – BAHAMAS
Domino (B Block) has been supporting her 
local community in the Bahamas, helping 
to provide food to families that can’t afford 
it. She has spent time helping to pack and 
deliver supplies at her local food bank, with 
some deliveries taking up to 4 hours in the 
heat.

“The food bank is run by a team of people 
here on Harbour Island who provide food 
for those families who cannot afford food 
because they have lost their job because of 
coronavirus. We pack lots of food into bags 
and then sort it into the different churches 
for nearly 2000 people. Then we go out 
into town and hand out the packages to the 
families. It was so joyful to see how happy 
the children and adults were when they had 
received the packages.” Domino (B Block)

MIDDLE AND LOWER SCHOOL CLASSICS PROJECT
In the last three days before half-term, C-E Blocks were presented with the challenge 
of learning about how we know what we do about Roman life, and then putting 
it into practice. Pupils were invited to make either a Roman House (whether real or 
virtual) or a Roman meal. Pupils threw themselves into it, with plenty of building going 
on with Lego, cardboard and wooden blocks, while the cooking was also seized with 
gusto. In all this, Minecraft was definitely the winner, giving pupils the chance to 
build vast and accurate structures with great detail. After three days of research and 
industry, there were some projects that were exceptional and worth mentioning: 

E Block: 
Lucas W – a very detailed Minecraft 
Roman House

Emmy B – a superb Minecraft Roman 
House, with particular attention being 
paid to the mosaics and sculptures.

D Block:
Anastasia S – a fantastic video on the 
baking of a Roman Cake

Chloe R – a fantastic and detailed Roman 
House in Minecraft

Jonathan CK – an excellent Minecraft 
Roman Villa, with intricate mosaics on 
the floor.

C Block: 
Alex BP – an extraordinary Roman feast, 
with write-up (and actually made some 
Garum!)

Amelie W – a commentated walkthrough 
of her incredibly-detailed Minecraft 
Roman House

Leo W – an outstanding Minecraft Roman 
House, with a detailed walkthrough 

Henry F – a detailed Roman House made 
out of Lego, complete with hypocaust 
system.

Well done all of Middle and Lower School 
for such creativity and persistence!

https://classlist.com/
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DUCS LEAGUE – RACE ACROSS THE WORLD
We were blown away by last week’s ‘Trick Shot Challenge’ – your 
creativity and video making skills were second to none! We hear 
that this challenge provided endless fun for the whole family and 
the staff too! Remember to check out the ‘Hall of Fame’ to see 
if your video made it. Up next for the DUCS League is a 14-day 
challenge – Race across the World. Each year group and staff 
will be racing from Oxford to their given end destination and can 
complete the set mission by entering their walk, run, cycle, swim 
(and many more) distances into https://www.myvirtualmission.
com/. Follow the Firefly DUCS task carefully, as it will outline your 
year groups log in details and provide you with a step by step 
guide. Next week, we will give you an update on how each group 
are progressing with their journeys. Who will get closest to their 
end destination? Good luck Dragons, have fun!  

Click ‘Play’ on the ‘Race Across the World’ image to view the 
challenge. It can also be viewed on Firefly, Instagram and 
Twitter.

Prep News continued

CHESS CHALLENGE
A Chess fixture against Summer Fields would not normally attract much 
attention, but, in this period of lockdown when fixtures against other 
schools in any sport are not straightforward to organise, the event on 
Monday evening may be the only competitive sports fixture of the term! 
Using the website ChessKid as the platform, 13 Dragon players were 
able to face opponents from Summer Fields in an agreed format with 
each player playing twice, once with the white pieces and once with 
black. The top six boards were very evenly contested with the Dragon A 
team (minus some of our usual players who are based overseas!) losing 
5.5 to 6.5. Meanwhile the B team were dominant with a win by 12 to 2. 
Well done to all the players for negotiating the technological challenges 
and waiting patiently while issues were resolved! Chess Clubs continue 
on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings for the remainder of term.

FROM HIGH JUMP TO PULL-UPS
Our sharing of Zachary’s homebuilt 
high jump inspired George (7DM) 
to share what he has been up to 
this week. “I had been asking for 
a pull-up bar for months, so finally 
during lockdown, Dad and I built 
one using some stuff we had lying 
around at home. I am building 
towards muscle ups!” Well done 
George!

PE LIVE
Join Ma Crook (Monday), Mr Went (Tuesday), Ma Baugh 
(Thursday) and Ma King (Friday) for Live PE (Practical) on 
Zoom at 3pm. Before the session, make sure you have a space 
inside or outside, a water bottle and lots of energy! During 
these sessions, we will be looking out to reward those working 
particularly hard with pluses and an email to your tutors. We 
look forward to seeing you soon!

https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/pe-and-games/peandgames/ducs-hall-of-fame
https://dragonschool.app.box.com/s/53bk38ftkoy42wgr1fxxyatiudejdk8x
https://www.myvirtualmission.com/
https://www.myvirtualmission.com/
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/pe-and-games/peandgames
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
http://twitter.com/thedragonschool
https://www.chesskid.com/
https://dragonschool.box.com/s/zoau1petv6wveg0jvbahz8qp8kv6zi8m
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Once a Dragon, Always a Dragon
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH MUSIC COMPETITION
Former Dragon teacher Ario Brunet (OD 2001) is now 
connected to a relatively new international youth music 
competition. Since the lockdown they have taken the 
competition online and are delighted to share this 
opportunity with our young musicians. If you think this 
is of interest please see their website for more detailed 
information. The 2020 Competition brochure can be 
found here.

Deadline for entry: Monday, 3rd August, 2020

VIRTUAL OPEN MORNINGS

Prep – Day Children Saturday, 19th September 2020

Prep – Boarding Children Saturday, 17th October, 2020

To book on to our Virtual Open Morning, or to arrange a video call, you are very welcome to contact us by email 
on admissions@dragonschool.org or by telephone on 01865 315 405/413.

For more information about these, or any other events, please visit our website www.dragonschool.org  
or contact Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford OX2 6SS  •  Tel: 01865 315400  

The Dragon School Trust Ltd is registered as a charity, no. 309676, and as a limited company, no. 524331 at the above address.

#DIGITALDRAGONS
Connect with the Dragon on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter to keep up to 
date with what the Dragon community are getting up to. Tag the Dragon in your 
posts to share with us what you’re up to during lockdown, and use the 
#DigitalDragons.

SIMON AND ROSIE
Old Dragon and author Lucy 
Moonen (OD 2000) has written a 
children’s book entitled ‘Simon and 
Rosie’, illustrated by past parent 
and professional illustrator Gillian 
Johnson. The book is available as 
a free download, along with KS1 
PSHE curriculum links and colouring 
sheets at www.SimonandRosie.
com with a voluntary NHS donation.

The story was written with the hope 
to provide support for teachers and 
parents to discuss coronavirus with smaller children in a gentle and uplifting 
way, with an engaging story and humorous characters. It has recently had 
coverage on BBC Radio Oxford and the Oxford Mail.

http://www.newtalentyouthmusic.com
https://www.ayacademy.net/en/competition-2020-brochure/
https://www.dragonschool.org/admissions/open-mornings-visits/
https://www.dragonschool.org/book-a-video-call/
mailto:admissions@dragonschool.org
http://www.dragonschool.org
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG3slefvqYaTk0oYUD-Xwww%3Freload%3D9
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login%3Fsession_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fcompany%252Fthe-dragon-school-oxford%252Fabout
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
http://www.simonandrosie.com/
http://www.simonandrosie.com/
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