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News and Events for Dragon Parents
DragonNEWS
Week of 1.5.2020

Dear Parents
Welcome to the first Dragon News of the Summer Term. These are indeed extraordinary times and 

I am very sorry not to have been able to welcome you all back to School in person. Instead, 
School has resumed in its new ‘virtual’ form, as we continue to adapt to the restrictions that have 
been put in place to keep everyone safe. We are fortunate that there have been many ways in which 
we have been able to connect as a community since we closed our doors on 24th March. This weekly 
newsletter is just one of the ways in which we will keep in touch during this term.
Since we launched our Virtual Holistic 
Curriculum (VHC) last week, the children 
have been engaging exceptionally well with 
all that is on offer. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the Dragon staff 
who worked extremely hard throughout the 
easter holidays to plan the VHC and bring it 
to life, and to ensure that its launch was as 
smooth as possible. As always, we want our 
young Dragons to embrace every opportunity 
for learning and stretching themselves, and 
to ‘strive for the sun’ no matter what the 
circumstances, so it is very encouraging to 
hear from parents and teachers alike about 
the children’s eagerness to participate. We 
do, however, realise that there are a wide 
variety of additional challenges being faced 
by Dragon families at this time, and please be 
assured of our understanding and flexibility 
in the way that each child is able to engage. 
As already emphasised by teachers, the core 
parts of the curriculum are signposted clearly 
so that they can be prioritised, alongside 
many other more flexible and optional 
learning opportunities. 

on Tuesday morning this week, at 11am, I 
joined the staff and children participating in 
our key Worker provision, for a minute’s 
silence to commemorate all those workers 
who have lost their lives with Covid-19. We 
are enormously grateful to all those members 
of the wider Dragon community who are 
continuing to provide key services, and 
especially to those working to treat 
coronavirus patients and those involved in 
research to find vaccines and treatments. on 
Thursday evenings on Bardwell Road, despite 
the absence of our boarding pupils, there is 
still a substantial noise to be heard as we 
‘Clap for our Carers’.

In ‘virtual school’ this week, the Middle and 
Lower Schools (C, D and e Blocks) have 
started their Geography Projects with great 
enthusiasm. They have been discovering more 
about their present surroundings by using 
sensory fieldwork, which explores a place 
through touch, smell, sight, hearing or 
taste. They have created a nature palette by 
making colours from nature, identified 

different man-made and natural textures, and 
assessed the quality of their local 
environments. Amongst our senior pupils, the 
Post-exam Group have made a start on their 
entries to the Royal Geographical Society’s 
Young Geographer of the Year competition 
entitled ‘The World Beyond My Window’. 

Meanwhile, some first-rate work has already 
been handed in from our budding scientists. 
Dragons in B Block have carried out a Science 
practical involving extracting red cabbage 
juice, testing its colour range over different 
pH values, and then using it to test the pH of 
unknown substances. It allowed them to 
think critically and draw conclusions about 
why some aspects of the tests worked better 
than others. In the english as an Additional 
Language department, children have been 
enjoying interactive language games and 
activities, as well as practising their typing 
skills. 

Instead of sports fixtures this week, many of 
our children have been involved in the 
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inaugural DUCS League (Dragons Undertake 
Challenges in Sport). This week, Ma Crook 
set the challenge for our young Dragons, 
with the opportunity to learn and showcase 
newly acquired skills on Zoom for a place in 
the ‘Hall of fame’ – not to mention some 
time set aside in the schedule for that all-
important match tea! 

A real highlight for me and for the teachers is 
to receive messages from the children about 
their activities, and my ‘growth mindset’ 
inbox always provides food for thought.  I 
have seen photos of some delicious-looking 
scones, plus some stunning photographs of 
nature, heard about cross-country runs, seen 
aeroplane-building projects, and also viewed 
some very imaginative artwork. Pupils are 
very welcome to share with me more 
examples of their growth mindset activities.

The Dragon Staff community are also 
supporting one another virtually with shared 
online exercise sessions, book clubs and 

social events. We continue to hold our weekly 
staff meetings via Zoom and, using this 
technology, I have been able to speak 
remotely and simultaneously to a couple of 
hundred staff. our important work in the 
Admissions, future Schools and Development 
offices also continues and of course we are 
planning for a range of options in readiness 
for whenever restrictions are lifted and 
further onsite school activity is able to 
resume. 

You will already be aware of my weekly 
virtual assemblies. I will continue to share 
with you the links each week, and will be 
aiming to find new and interesting locations 
around the School wherever possible to 
record my videos. Next week, please note 
that friday 8th May is a Bank Holiday, so 
there will be no ‘virtual school’ that day.

In times of challenge, the very best 
communities pull together and I am delighted 
to see this happening at every level in the 

Dragon. Although we are still facing 
uncertainty about when and how restrictions 
will be lifted, our Dragon community is 
strong, purposeful and united. of course, the 
lessons that we and our young Dragons are 
learning at the moment might not be those 
we would have anticipated even a few 
months ago, but nonetheless I believe that 
they are valuable and memorable. They will 
stand us all in good stead when restrictions 
are lifted, and we are committed to providing 
as much normality as possible for children, in 
the safest possible conditions, as soon as we 
are able to do so.

Like you, I am looking forward to the time 
when we can all meet again in person to 
enjoy all that our beautiful School site and 
the city of oxford has to offer. Until then, I 
send you all my very best wishes, and I hope 
that you and your loved ones stay safe and 
well.  

Crispin Hyde-Dunn

mailto:dragon.growthmindset@dragonschool.org
mailto:dragon.growthmindset@dragonschool.org
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Marvellous Minibeasts
Reception have really embraced the Dragon 
VHC and embarked on their new way of 
learning with great positivity and enthusiasm. 
As our topic is Marvellous Minibeasts, our 
budding naturalists have been showing us 
their skills of tracking and photographing 
some wonderful creatures. We are studying 
symmetry in Maths, which goes hand in hand 
with Minibeasts, and we’re looking forward 
to sharing some more great pictures of the 
children’s discoveries and creations inspired 
by these topics. keep them coming 
Reception!

Digital CatCh up
over the easter holidays, Pre-Prep Dragons 
were keeping in touch over Zoom. Lucy met 
up with her class, 2TC, to say hello and catch 
up on everything they had been up to over 
the holidays.

Making rainbows
Bea, in Year 2, has been busy making 
rainbows and sharing smiles during her time 
at home. Here she is, pictured with her 
beautiful rainbow collage.

Year 3 balloon Debate
Year 3 began the world of virtual learning 
using their investigative skills of who, what, 
where, when and why, debating which 
of these five characters should stay in a hot 
air balloon. After carefully listening to each 
character’s persuasive argument, the children 
chose Neil Armstrong and Sir David 
Attenborough to stay in the balloon. Now it’s 
their turn to decide on a character…We 
wonder who will be next to stay in the 
balloon?

 
DaisY pratt poetrY CoMpetition 
Last Thursday and friday afternoon the Daisy 
Pratt finalists took centre stage as they recited 
their chosen poems with confidence, humour 
and boundless Dragon Courage. Undaunted, 
they performed to a Zoom audience of Year 3 
Mas, and judges Ma McNeile and Ma Towers-
Clark. They should feel hugely proud of their 
fluent deliveries, super expression and the 
ways in which they engaged others through 
the camera - making the judges’ decision all 
the more difficult! The winning recitation 
was presented by Max who performed ‘Tea 
with Auntie Mabel’. Congratulations to all of 
the finalists who displayed kindness, Courage 
and Respect, whilst performing and making 
history in the virtual Dragon world. 

Pre-Prep News

Dragon wellbeing
We all recognise that feelings of wellbeing are fundamental to our overall health and enable us 
to successfully overcome difficulties and achieve what we want out of life. With this very much 
in mind, a team at the Dragon set out to create wellbeing newsletters and pages on firefly to 
support the Dragon Community. We have been inundated with wonderful tips, advice, resources 
and ideas of how to look after our wellbeing during lockdown. from Yoga positions, gardening 
hints and mindful activities, it has proved to be a success among the whole community. Please 
do follow our pages on Firefly for pupils and newsletters sent to parents by email.

Dr Hyde-Dunn’s weekly assemblies can be viewed on our website.

Notices 

https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/wellbeing/
https://www.dragonschool.org/headmasters-assemblies/
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Future sChools suMMer terM 2020
The future Schools department will continue 
to operate remotely during the lockdown. We 
would be grateful if you can continue to keep 
them informed of any senior school 
registrations, if you withdraw your child from 
a school or if a senior school makes an offer to 
your child.  This will enable us to keep our 
database up to date with current information 
on your child and consequently provide 
appropriate advice and preparation if 
necessary. Please e-mail any updates to either: 
shelley smith or Melissa Cuthbertson-
Clark. 
 
If you would like specific advice on senior 
schools for your child, please do continue to 
contact the following by email: Clare 
strickland if you have a daughter, ed phelps 
if you have a son who is a day child or flexi 
boards, and Mark edwards if you have a son 
who boards at the Dragon. They will be 
pleased to arrange either a phone conversation 
or a Zoom meeting at a mutually convenient 
time.

whatever the weather
The rain didn’t stop Henry, in C Block, 
completing his Geography project work this 
week. The children are finding out about their 
local area and completing a ‘sound map’ as 
part of their sensory fieldwork. The only place 
Henry could find in his garden that was 
vaguely dry, was inside the chicken run under 
the gazebo put out as protection for the 
chickens! Ma Crawshay and Ma Dunmore 
were very impressed; well done Henry.

Care in the CoMMunitY
Phoebe, in D Block, has been helping 
propagate and grow vegetable seeds during 
her time at home, and has given away some of 
her plants to local people in her village. The 
others are going to be planted, with some of 
the produce given away. Phoebe has really 
enjoyed learning something new and helping 
out her local community. Her sister emily, in A 
Block, caught tadpoles from the pond and 
gave them to a family in the village with two 
young children to help them cope with being 
in lockdown. 

 
bug hotels
The Stuart-Clark family thought it would be 
fun to challenge the children to become their 
own architects, site managers, project 
managers, and labourers, as they designed 
and built their own bug hotels during 
lockdown. They have been thrilled to welcome 
their first guests, including a frog, many birds 
and countless insects.

introDuCing the DuCs league
Taking inspiration from the British Universities 
and Colleges Sports (BUCS) League, and 
taking into account our Dragon traditions, we 
have designed our very own equivalent…The 
Dragons Undertake Challenges in Sport (DUCS) 
League.
 
How will it work?
on Tuesday, the challenge will be uploaded 
onto firefly, Twitter and Instagram for you to 
access and follow. If you can involve yourself 
in the DUCS league on Wednesday, that 
would be great, but if it is more convenient to 
complete it another time, please do so, 
between Wednesday and Saturday that week.
 
Who is it for?
The DUCS League is for the whole Dragon 
Community, and once we finish the DUCS 
League, there will be a winning form from 
each year group, who will receive a special 
‘DUCS League’ memorabilia in the first 
assembly back! We can’t wait to get started 
and hope many of you get involved!

Ma Crook will keep you updated on the 
weekly challenge, and remember your 
participation contributes to your form’s 
Skipper Shield points, so get involved! Click 
here for this week’s Challenge - Good luck 
Dragons!

Prep News

mailto:shelley.smith@dragonschool.org
mailto:melissa.clark@dragonschool.org
mailto:melissa.clark@dragonschool.org
mailto:clare.strickland@dragonschool.org
mailto:clare.strickland@dragonschool.org
mailto:edward.phelps%40dragonschool.org?subject=Future%20Schools%20Summer%20Term%202020
mailto:mark.edwards@dragonschool.org
https://dragonschool.app.box.com/s/lcuacq5drdeir0x798slem8vgsovh2h6
https://dragonschool.app.box.com/s/lcuacq5drdeir0x798slem8vgsovh2h6
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10 keYs to happiness
every week there will be a challenge for pupils 
within the Wellbeing section on firefly (and 
will be advertised by tutors). It is called ‘10 
keys to Happiness’ and comes from the charity 
action for happiness. The Ten keys to 
Happier Living are based on a review of the 
latest research from psychology and related 
fields. everyone’s path to happiness is 
different, but the evidence suggests these Ten 
keys consistently tend to have a positive 
impact on people’s happiness and well-being. 
each week, one of the Harry Potter flying keys 
will appear holding the week’s challenge (click 
here for page), that we hope will help to 
spread happiness and fulfilment, particularly 
at this time. This week’s Challenge: Giving – 
Doing things for others

 
#DragoniMpaCt
It has been a full family effort in the Dragon 
D&T department over the past few weeks as 
Angus Nicholson, Head of Design & 
Technology, and his family, produced and 
donated 250 PPe visors for the John Radcliffe 
Hospital, distributed by Dr Lawrence Impey 
(oD 1977), to key workers on the maternity 
ward. Huge thanks to the Nicholson team, 
who were back in the department with more 
set to be donated to local pharmacies. You 
can read the full article on our website. 

Morris FaMilY bake-oFF
The Morris family have been spending their 
time together trying new foods, using up lots 
of leftovers and rating the results out of 10. 
Last week they enjoyed a family bake off, with 
scores for appearance, taste and overall 
desirability. This was made more challenging 
by having to slightly adapt the recipes to go 
with what was in the larder! freddie (pictured) 
was the winner with his delicious rich chocolate 
cake! 

Dragon sale Donations
Dragon Sale donations have been made over 
the recent weeks, and our young Dragons 
have started hearing from the charities they 
nominated last term:
 
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity
following an outstanding presentation to the 
Dragon Sale Trustees Committee last term, 
Nathaniel has successfully donated money 
raised by this year’s Dragon Sale to ABf The 
Soldiers’ Charity. Brigadier (Ret’d) Robin 
Bacon, Chief of Staff at ABf The Soldier’s 
Charity said, “We would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to Nathaniel for his fantastic 
efforts in raising £750 for ABf The Soldiers’ 
Charity. The money will go towards supporting 
the wellbeing of the British Army family when 
they need it most.”

Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation for Disabled 
People (QEF)
Qef have written to Tom, thanking him for his 
presentation about the work of their charity 
and for the generous donation now being 
made by Dragon Sale. The charity is delighted 
and on behalf of Qef, their Director of 
engagement & Partnerships said, ‘I want to 
thank you for helping us make a positive 
difference to the lives of people with 
disabilities.’

Great Ormond Street Hospital Charity (GOSH)
Leo has been thanked by GoSH for the 
generous donation being made by the 
Dragon Sale, thanks to his presentation last 
term. Stephen Perth, fundraising Assistant at 
GoSH wrote, ‘We’re so very grateful to [Leo] 
for thinking of our hospital and of the 
children at this time. This donation will help 
do so much for us. on behalf of everyone at 
GoSH, thank you.’

Prep News continued

https://www.actionforhappiness.org/
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/wellbeing/10-keys-to-happiness
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/wellbeing/10-keys-to-happiness
https://www.dragonschool.org/news/dragonimpact/
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Once a Dragon, Always a Dragon

beCoMing a Dragon
Anthropologist, historian and old Dragon, Alan Macfarlane, has made available a free online pdf copy of his autobiography 
‘becoming a Dragon’. The book is an account of his five years at the School, who he was and how he came to be as he is now. 
The book is part of a larger project to understand, in a comparative way, how education works around the world. The book is also 
available to purchase on Amazon, along with the longer version ‘Dragon Days’, which was co-written with Jamie Bruce-Lockhart. 
Alan has also shared film interviews with several old Dragons including, tim hunt, Julian hunt, sir peter swinnerton Dyer, 
Mark elvin and philip steadman. You can access all of Alan’s interviews here.

Boarding News
CruMbles anD raFFles at no 14
No 14 have shared photos with their day boarders of the garden bursting into life, first with 
flowers in bud, accompanied by a quiz to see who could recognise different plants, followed by 
an update a few weeks later. In their ‘Before and After’ mailing, Ma Blencowe also shared 
pictures of the rhubarb that was picked from the garden and made into a crumble, and of 
Raffles, the Blencowe’s dog, looking very shaggy at the start of the holiday and somewhat 
smarter after Ma Blencowe had ordered her own clippers and given him a haircut!

innovations anD inventions
‘Geniuses permanently change the way that humanity perceives the world...It has to be 
permanent.’ Last friday on our facebook page, in place of his planned lecture, now 
postponed, we shared a boDcast by Andrew Robinson (oD 1960) on the distinguishing 
marks of a genius. Andrew focuses on being a genius within the arts and sciences in this 
short lecture, and considers how we distinguish genius from talent. We think back to 
Dr Hyde-Dunn’s assembly last week, and how “challenging circumstances, with the right 
attitude, can lead to all sorts of innovations and inventions.”

http://www.alanmacfarlane.com/autobiography/BECOMING%20A%20DRAGON.pdf
https://upload.sms.cam.ac.uk/collection/1092396?type=media&query=tim+hunt&_action_show=Search&_approx=
https://upload.sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1123001
https://upload.sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1131073
https://upload.sms.cam.ac.uk/collection/1092396?type=media&query=mark+elvin&_action_show=Search&_approx=
https://upload.sms.cam.ac.uk/media/3174579
https://upload.sms.cam.ac.uk/collection/1092396
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford/
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/distinguishing-marks-genius
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/distinguishing-marks-genius
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/distinguishing-marks-genius
https://www.dragonschool.org/headmasters-assemblies/
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For more information about these, or any other events, please visit our website www.dragonschool.org  
or contact Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford OX2 6SS  •  Tel: 01865 315400  

The Dragon School Trust Ltd is registered as a charity, no. 309676, and as a limited company, no. 524331 at the above address.

#DigitalDragons
Connect with the Dragon on instagram, Facebook and 
twitter to keep up to date with what the Dragon community 
are getting up to. Tag the Dragon in your posts to share with 
us what you’re up to during lockdown, and use the 
#DigitalDragons.

virtual open Morning
Prep - Boarding & Day Children
Saturday, 16th May 2020, 10.30am – 11.30am
To book on to our virtual open Morning, or to arrange 
a video call, you are very welcome to contact us by email 
on admissions@dragonschool.org or by telephone on 
01865 315 405/413.

https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG3slefvqYaTk0oYUD-Xwww%3Freload%3D9
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login%3Fsession_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fcompany%252Fthe-dragon-school-oxford%252Fabout
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford/
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
https://www.dragonschool.org/news/historic-lives-podcast-the-lady-with-the-lamp/
https://www.dragonschool.org/news/historic-lives-podcast-the-lady-with-the-lamp/
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login%3Fsession_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fcompany%252Fthe-dragon-school-oxford%252Fabout
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
https://www.dragonschool.org/admissions/open-mornings-visits/
https://www.dragonschool.org/book-a-video-call/
mailto:admissions@dragonschool.org

