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Our Virtual Holistic Curriculum (VHC) is keeping all our young 
Dragons busy, and I have been delighted to hear about their 

continued keenness to embrace learning in this new way. This week 
we have sent out a survey to parents and pupils, asking for thoughts 
and comments on the first two weeks of the VHC. Thank you in 
advance for taking a few moments to complete this survey; your 
feedback is most appreciated and will help to inform the continued 
development of our remote learning provision.

With the wellbeing of our community very 
much in our minds, the Staff Wellbeing Team 
have put together another Dragon Parent 
Wellbeing Newsletter; this includes advice on 
managing lockdown, and activities for the 
whole family. You will find the newsletter 
here. Please do also keep sending pictures 
and updates to our growth mindset inbox; 
it is very inspiring and enjoyable to see the 
special projects, activities and skills with which 
the children are engaged in their various 
locations around the Uk and further afield. 

at the Pre-Prep, Reception children have been 
busy investigating polygons and building bug 
‘hotels’ for some very fortunate bug ‘guests’. 
Meanwhile, Year 1 have embraced their new 
topic of ‘The Jolly Postman’ 
(including Traditional Tales) with 
considerable enthusiasm. They have written 
letters to people they haven’t seen for a while, 

investigated different styles of illustration, and 
planted their own beans – which could, in 
time, grow into a giant beanstalk!

Year 2 children have been focused on the task 
of researching a significant person from 
history, using online sources and books. They 
have also been creating ‘mind maps’ to help 
them in their research and learning. The 
diverse range of historical characters they 
have chosen includes Winston Churchill, 
einstein, Cleopatra, and David Bowie! Maths 
this week has been all about times tables and 
division. In english the children are exploring 
the book ‘Hummingbird’ by Nicola Davies. In 
particular, the pupils have been learning 
about the red-throated hummingbird and its 
migration routes, as well as exploring the 
natural world around them. Year 3, fresh 
from the success of the virtual ‘Daisy Pratt 
poetry competition’, have been learning how 

to use persuasive techniques as they prepare 
their speeches for their chosen characters in 
the forthcoming Balloon Debate. Speeches 
are being recorded and sent in before the 
Debate takes place. our creative and 
persuasive Year 3 children will do their very 
best to convince everyone why their particular 
characters should stay in the balloon.

Last week e Block had their poetry 
declamations. By the end of the week, many 
excellent recitals had been submitted and the 
children had started writing ‘kennings’ – a 
form of poetry originally from anglo-Saxon 
and Norse. This form of poetry has also 
provided opportunities to use and understand 
personification, similes and metaphors. Later 
this week the Work of the Week (for the 
poetry declamations) and Star of the Week 
awards will be announced in the e Block 
virtual year-group assembly.

Dear Parents

https://dragonschool.box.com/s/knx04apb7ssx5iom9ouwbp16sj24k6rh
mailto:dragon.growthmindset@dragonschool.org
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Dragon Wellbeing
We all recognise that feelings of wellbeing are fundamental to 
our overall health and enable us to successfully overcome 
difficulties and achieve what we want out of life. With this very 
much in mind, a team at the Dragon set out to create wellbeing 
newsletters and pages on firefly to support the Dragon 
community – this week’s can be accessed here. Please do follow 
our pages on Firefly for pupils and newsletters sent to parents 
by email.

Dr Hyde-Dunn’s weekly assemblies can be viewed on our website. 

Notices 

changemakers
Why not explore the changemakers blog on 
firefly for some suggestions of projects that 
your family can get involved in this Bank 
Holiday weekend? Ideas range from sending 
a care package to an NHS staff member at 
one of the oxford Hospitals, to ‘give and 
Cake’ - an initiative by Young Minds charity 
that encourages you to bake a cake and 
arrange a catch-up with friends. There are 
also some reminders of a few positives that 
can be found, even during this difficult time. 
a link to the blog can be found on the 
Wellbeing page in the Pastoral section of 
firefly. Please email ma king for further 
information or suggestions.

clap For carers
every Thursday our Dragon community are 
grabbing pans, wooden spoons and 
summoning our best cheers, to clap for carers. 
We’d love to see, and share, your 8 o’clock 
applause – please send your short clips and 

photos here. 

Meanwhile, in response to their 
weekly afternoon programming challenges, 
Dragons from a to e Block have been showing 
off their creativity, sending in pictures of the 
work they have completed in a variety of 
media. Some examples of the remarkable 
programming efforts being undertaken are 
being posted on the ‘Dragons program at 
home’ blog on firefly, along with 
programming news and details of independent 
projects that pupils have been working on 
while at home.

Whilst we continue to provide onsite 
arrangements for the children of key Workers, 
I recognise that it is important for all families 
to know when School might be able to resume 
onsite for other children, and what restrictions 
might be in place when this happens. Currently 
we have no additional information regarding 
this, other than news in the public domain. 
However, this Sunday, we do expect to hear 
another Uk government announcement. This 
announcement is anticipated to contain 
information about when schools may be 
permitted to re-open and the form this will 
take.  Whilst we do not yet have details of a 
date for a return to School, we anticipate that 

this is likely to be phased, and that a number 
of restrictions will be necessary to ensure staff 
and pupil safety. We are actively planning 
ahead for a range of scenarios so that we can 
react fully and promptly to government 
instruction. We will also be ensuring that we 
continue to develop and deliver our VHC for 
those Dragons unable to return to School 
immediately, including overseas families.  

You may have already viewed this week’s 
virtual assembly where I talked about the 
significance of the very familiar question: 
“How are you?”, and I sincerely hope that you 
and those close to you are safe and well. I 
realise that many Dragon families are coping 
with unexpected challenges and sadness as 
the result of this pandemic, and the thoughts 
of our whole community are with you. as I 
mentioned in my assembly, please do let us 
know if there is anything we can do to help or 
support your family at this time.

The coronavirus outbreak and the prolonged 
lockdown period have changed our lives in 
many different ways, and it is clear that our 
activities will continue to be restricted for 
many months. Whilst scientists and healthcare 

workers strive to find solutions to facilitate the 
safe lifting of lockdown, our community will 
continue to support one another, as we strive 
to provide an excellent and inspiring education 
for the young Dragons in our care.  

This friday’s Bank Holiday, to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of Ve Day and the end of the 
Second World War in europe, now takes on 
even greater significance, despite the enforced 
cancellation of the associated public events due 
to coronavirus. The generation of war veterans 
who fought to defend our freedom are now 
amongst those most at risk of Covid-19, and 
whilst they are currently being ‘shielded’ from 
the virus, their wartime sacrifices will not be 
forgotten. This Ve Day gives us all the 
opportunity to reflect on and appreciate the 
simple freedoms that we can still enjoy, despite 
the lockdown, and to be thankful for all those 
who continue to work to keep us safe.

I wish you all a peaceful weekend and thank 
you once again for your support.

With very best wishes,
 
Crispin Hyde-Dunn

Zoom UpDaTe
Monday next week will see the re-introduction 
of the virtual background feature for children 
during lessons. The background choice will be 
limited, and explained during tutor time.

https://dragonschool.box.com/s/knx04apb7ssx5iom9ouwbp16sj24k6rh
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/wellbeing/
https://www.dragonschool.org/headmasters-assemblies/
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/firefly-training-session/changemakers-page/welcome-to-the-changemakers-blog
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/firefly-training-session/changemakers-page/welcome-to-the-changemakers-blog
mailto:changemakers@dragonschool.org
mailto:Clap_Fo.9k10yu7wxdemtcqy@u.box.com
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/programming/dragons-program-at-home
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/programming/dragons-program-at-home
https://www.dragonschool.org/headmasters-assemblies/
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Pre-Prep News

a leTTer From a laDybirD
Last week proved a busy one for Reception, as they tackled their firefly tasks with great 
energy and produced some unique results. Symmetry and shape work continued in Maths 
throughout the week, with investigations into polygons and sorting shapes using different 
criteria. The children created art in their gardens in the style of anthony gormley, some of 
them making it a whole family project. Phonics involved reading and writing the ‘Tricky 
Words’ and playing games to remember them. There are many ‘Mug Bugs’ in gardens around 
oxford which were created last week and are now providing safe homes for minibeasts. This 
week, the children received a mysterious letter from a ladybird, and their responses have 
been extremely thoughtful and interesting. The ladybird apparently lives in the Reception 
playground and can’t wait to see all the children again when we return to School.

 

Design anD Technology eDible boaTs
Did you know that one medium sweet potato contains over 3 times the vitamin a an adult 
needs each day? This is just one of the facts Year 2 have been exploring in their VHC Design 
Technology lessons. They have explored different fruit and vegetables and the benefits of 
eating them to maintain a well-balanced diet, as well as the benefits of vitamins to strengthen 
our immune systems and keep us healthy. Not only did the boats look like masterpieces, they 
also tasted delicious!
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inspiraTional people From hisTory 
How many donkeys did Cleopatra need for 
her daily bath? Who had six wives and 
beheaded two of them? What kind of 
teacher was Ludwig Van Beethoven? These 
are just a few questions that Year 2 have 
been investigating during their project on 
inspirational and significant people from 
history. They have all independently chosen 
a person that has inspired them. These 
famous people have ranged from florence 
Nightingale to Malala Yousafzai to David 
Bowie! They have all undertaken fact-
finding research tasks, created mind 
maps, taken on the role of their chosen 
person and been put in the hot seat to 
answer questions from their families and 
friends. keep up the great work Year 
2! Bowie, Beethoven and Neil armstrong 
pictured.

Pre-Prep News continued

one Day, in The ForesT…
This week, Dr Hyde-Dunn reads the story of 
‘The bear and The piano’ from the forum, 
at the heart of the Bardwell Road site.

Prep News

leaDership anD commUnicaTion
The Post exam group, consisting of 40 Year 8 
pupils, began their virtual programme of 
activities and challenges in earnest last week. 
on Tuesday, they took a virtual tour of the Van 
gogh Museum in amsterdam, completing a 
collaborative art task inspired by the artist’s 
greatest works. 
following this, on friday, they attended a 
virtual workshop focusing on Leadership and 
Communication with andrew Wright from 
oxford Life Skills. They were asked to consider 
what leadership means to them, to reflect 
on what makes a great leader and challenged 

to write their own manifesto outlining why 
they would make an ideal Student governor 
of the Dragon, if such a thing were to be 
introduced. There was plenty of food for 
thought, and some excellent questions 
and responses - well done!

may morning mUsic
Last friday, members of the Dragon Music 
department, and their families, joined in with 
the traditional May Morning celebrations. Mr 
Morris, Mr Smith and their families, joined in 

with others around the city, playing 
‘somewhere over the rainbow’ at 8am, 
welcoming spring and celebrating key 
Workers. 

https://www.dragonschool.org/pre-prep-storytime/
https://dragonschool.box.com/s/ekepmirvi1vn7hxt1bmda0s0rus2mk6a
https://dragonschool.box.com/s/ekepmirvi1vn7hxt1bmda0s0rus2mk6a
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Prep News continued

miDDle anD loWer school projecT 
Work
Last week, C, D and e Blocks enjoyed some 
geography project work in their gardens and 
outdoor spaces. They completed a variety of 
geographical fieldwork techniques, aiming to 
learn more about the area they are presently 
in. after creating smelly cocktails, finding 
textures and colours in the natural and 
manmade surroundings around them, and 
assessing the quality of their environment, the 
children were asked to present their data in an 
interesting and imaginative way. The Middle 
and Lower Schools really rose to the challenge, 
and takers were lucky enough to receive some 
excellent work, including videos, photos and 
beautifully presented posters. Pictured are a 
few examples. 

DUcs leagUe 
Thank you, and well done, to the many 
Dragons who sent in their fantastic videos and 
photos of the ‘footshake’ challenge last week 
– Ma Crook and Ma Baugh were very 
impressed and will be practising the many 
variations sent in. Check out the DUcs ‘hall 
of Fame’ to view how the Dragon community 
got on. Week two brings a fresh new 
challenge, where again, we want you to be 
creative, get active, involve the whole family 
and share with us how you got on. It would be 
extremely helpful if you could attach your file 
as an MP4 attachment (file converter sites are 
easily accessible). This week’s challenge can be 
viewed on Firefly, instagram and Twitter. 
Remember, your participation goes towards 
Skipper Shield points, which hopefully gives 
you an opportunity to learn something new 
and is a chance for you to have some fun! 
 
Unfortunately, we cannot display all of your 
videos, due the volume we receive, but we are 
watching them and rewarding additional 
pluses. Join the pe Department Live on Zoom 
between 3-4pm on Wednesday, to come 
together as a Dragon community to complete 
the challenge together. good luck, Dragons!  

oppiDan Winner
Last week edward, in 7oe, followed the VHC 
enrichment trail to a talk where he 
subsequently won a competition, and 
gratefully received some prizes. edward has 
since watched another oppidan Talk and 
played a game where he had to tell them 
something, and they had to guess whether it 
was true or false. edward very much enjoyed 
participating and will be looking for more 
opportunities to compete in the future.  

old Dragon, game of Thrones and 
Horrible Histories actor Bash Croft 
(oD 2015), recently took part in an 
oppidan Talk, you can watch the 
full clip here.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dragon in bloom
It’s lovely to see our School in bloom, even 
though we’re not there to see it in person. 
Many thanks to Mr Spittle for sharing these 
lovely photos of Bardwell Road on Monday 
morning. 

https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/pe-and-games/peandgames/ducs-hall-of-fame
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/pe-and-games/peandgames/ducs-hall-of-fame
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/pe-and-games/peandgames
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/pe-and-games/peandgames/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpJmdGlE2FQ&list=PLVpUNzZnW3LccE09pET9qzRvP58p9kbcB&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpJmdGlE2FQ&list=PLVpUNzZnW3LccE09pET9qzRvP58p9kbcB&index=3
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banDiT’s rUnning a maraThon
Rosie (oD 2019) and Poppy’s ferret, Bandit, is 
running a marathon to raise money for the 
Children’s Books Project, which is delivering 
books to children in oxfordshire who have 
been impacted by the lockdown. So far, Bandit 
has achieved 16.7 miles, and is expected to 
finish this weekend. The distance is being 
recorded on Strava, with the person holding 
the lead holding the phone, to ensure it is as 
accurate as possible. Poppy, Rosie and Bandit 
have so far raised £870 – you can support 
Bandit’s sporting efforts here.

bUn break bakes
Harry has been busy baking for his Bun Break 
this week. We think his Battenberg cake, in 
Dragon School colours, looks delicious. Well 
done Harry!

 

ma baUgh anD ma crook go liVe
Join Ma Baugh and Ma Crook for Live Pe 
(practical) every Monday and Thursday (3-
4pm). We would love to see as many of you as 
possible - all year groups are welcome. Before 
the session, make sure you have a space inside 
or outside, a water bottle and lots of energy! 
During these sessions, we will be looking out 
to reward those working particular hard with 
pluses and an email to your tutors. We look 
forward to seeing you and why not kickstart 
your bank holiday weekend with a Live Pe 
workout this Thursday!

nhs VolUnTeering
Many of you will be used to seeing Mr Smith, 
Head of Woodwind and Instrumental Studies, 
behind a saxophone, but how many of you 
have seen him on a motorbike? as a volunteer 
for the NHS blood bikes, he’s been busy 
collecting and delivering blood and plasma 
samples for testing across oxfordshire, Bucks, 
Berks and Northants. known as SeRV (Service 
by emergency Rider Volunteers), he’s part of a 
group of volunteers that transport samples from 
hospitals to pathology labs when urgent results 
are needed out of hours. Thank you, Mr Smith! 

 
pshee 
Dragon children explored the benefits of sleep 
last week through the interactive PSHee firefly 
pages. We had some brilliant entries for the 
poster competition from all year groups. ava, 
Libby, oliver, Poppy, emilia, aaron and Bella 
are all winners, having submitted superb 
posters. Have a look on the pshee pages on 
firefly. The winner was Theadora, in e Block, 
who produced this wonderful poster on the 
benefits of sleep.

This week, the children are learning about 
dental health, and we are very lucky that one 
of our parents and local dentist, Dr Yannis 
Vallis, has created an informative video on diet 
and the importance of tooth brushing. You 
can find a copy of this video on the PSHee 
pages on firefly. If any parents would like to 
share their expertise and collaborate on the 
next topics of Healthy eating or online Safety, 
please drop Ma faulkner an email.

Prep News continued

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bandittheferretrunsamarathon
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/pshee-1
https://dragonschool.fireflycloud.net/pshee-1/pshee-lesson-plan-a-and-b-block-dental-health-6th-may
mailto:augusta.faulkner@dragonschool.org
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#DigiTalDragons
Connect with the Dragon on instagram, 
Facebook and Twitter to keep up to 
date with what the Dragon community 
are getting up to. Tag the Dragon in your 
posts to share with us what you’re up to 
during lockdown, and use the 
#DigitalDragons.

Once a Dragon, Always a Dragon

Prep News continued
2.6 challenge
elizabeth (e Block) and William (C Block) participated in the 2.6 challenge on the 26th april, 
walking 2.6km and running 26 laps around their garden, whilst their father Chris, ran 2.6 miles 
in Paris. a friend’s family in London also participated, riding 26km on their bicycles. Their family, 
and friends, raised a wonderful £177.60 for Winston’s Wish, a charity dedicated to supporting 
bereaved children who have lost an immediate family member. 

once a Dragon, alWays a Dragon
With levels of Co2 falling sharply during the pandemic, we thought it would be a good time to catch up 
with former Dragon parent, Professor Nick Jelley. emeritus Professor at oxford University and author of 
‘Renewable energy – a Very Short Introduction’, Professor Jelley was due to be a member of our panel 
for our upcoming arduus ad Solem event on Climate Change. click here to watch his very short 
introduction. 
 
In addition, Professor Jelley would love to answer questions from our Dragon community on Climate 
Change and Renewable energy. Do you have any questions you would like to ask the Professor? 
email development@dragonschool.org and we will share his responses. His book is available to 
purchase on the oUp website.

For more information about these, or any other events, please visit our website www.dragonschool.org  
or contact Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford OX2 6SS  •  Tel: 01865 315400  

The Dragon School Trust Ltd is registered as a charity, no. 309676, and as a limited company, no. 524331 at the above address.

VirTUal open morning
Prep - Boarding & Day Children
Saturday, 16th May 2020, 10.30am – 11.30am
Pre-Prep 
Friday, 5th June 2020
Prep - Day Children
Saturday, 19th September 2020 

To book on to our Virtual open morning, or 
to arrange a video call, you are very welcome 
to contact us by email on admissions@
dragonschool.org or by telephone on 01865 
315 405/413.

https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford/
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
https://dragonschool.box.com/s/nnmri3wzqbdz6yla9lyths1hjixcm4mw
mailto:development%40dragonschool.org?subject=Renewable%20Energy
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/renewable-energy-a-very-short-introduction-9780198825401?cc=us&lang=en&
http://www.dragonschool.org
https://www.instagram.com/dragonschooloxford/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG3slefvqYaTk0oYUD-Xwww%3Freload%3D9
https://www.facebook.com/DragonSchoolOxford
https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login%3Fsession_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fcompany%252Fthe-dragon-school-oxford%252Fabout
https://twitter.com/thedragonschool
https://www.dragonschool.org/admissions/open-mornings-visits/
https://www.dragonschool.org/book-a-video-call/
mailto:admissions@dragonschool.org
mailto:admissions@dragonschool.org

